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Lighthouse: Praying, Receiving, Giving 
Matthew 7:7-12 

November 4, 2017 
Dan Hoffman 

How are we doing tonight? 

If you’ve been around the church at all it’s pretty obvious that in North America 
it’s struggling.  But did you know that the church in China is thriving?   

So there was this guy named Watchman Nee.  He was an author; he was an 
adventurous and faith-filled Chinese church leader.  And he tells a story about a 
mission trip he went on to an island in the South China See with a bunch of 
young people who had recently met Jesus.  One of them was a 16-year-old guy 
named Wu. 

Preaching on the island started out being really hard.  Nobody would come out to 
hear the gospel.  And Nee discovered it was because the people on the island 
worshipped an idol named Ta-wang. They were convinced of its power because 
each year on its festival the weather was always perfect.  It was a weather god. 

So one day this 16-year-old Wu was talking with a bunch of the locals and he 
asked them "When is the festival this year?" 

"January 11th at 8 in the morning," was the reply. 

"Then," this new Jesus follower said: "I promise it will rain on the 11th." 

The crowd got angry, kicked him out of the building, and told him: “If it rains then 
we will talk!" 

Pastor Watchman Nee wasn’t there when this confrontation took place. And upon 
hearing about it, he saw the situation was serious.  So he called the group to 
prayer. On the morning of the 11th, there was not a cloud in the sky, but during 
grace for breakfast, sprinkles of rain began to fall and at 8am there was a 
torrential downpour. 

Worshipers of Ta-wang were so upset they carried their idol outside, hoping it 
would stop the rain. The rain increased. After a short distance, one of the men 
tripped and Ta-wang fell to the ground fracturing its jaw and left arm. 

Many in the crowd began crying out to Christ for salvation, but the elders of the 
village responded that the wrong day had been chosen and the proper day for 
the festival was three days later.   
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Three days later the sky was again clear as the time for the celebration drew 
near.  Nee and his friends again gathered for prayer and not a minute late, God 
answered with rain and a flood. 

The power of Ta-wang over the islanders was broken; people came streaming to 
Christ.  All because 16-year-old Wu made a challenge and God’s people 
gathered to pray.1 

Would you pray with me? 

[Pray] 

Turn to the person beside you and ask them: If you were on that South Sea 
island with Watchmen Nee and your friend told you they were going to tell the 
islanders it was going to rain would you have told them this was a good idea or a 
bad idea?  Why? 

[Discussion] 

If you haven’t already, please open your Bibles to Matthew chapter 7.   

Last week Jared did a great job of unpacking the first few verses in chapter 7 in 
which Jesus talks about judging.  And so Jared told us when it comes to actually 
trying to help the people around us with the problems we see in their lives, it’s 
like being in an airplane that depressurizes.  We need to put on our own oxygen 
masks before attempting to help anyone else.  Or as Jesus said, take the plank 
out of your own eye before you try to remove the sawdust from your friend.   

So Jesus says “Don’t be judgmental against people, but not all judging is bad.”  
So you should judge yourself to determine where your planks are so you can 
remove them.  And then from that position of health you should look out at your 
friends in order to determine what is keeping them from winning at life – 
determine where sin is hurting them – that’s judgement – and work to help them 
escape.  After you’ve got your oxygen mask on, do help the person beside you! 

But then Jesus warns, some people don’t want to be helped – they don’t want to 
escape the grip of sin.  So don’t waste your time trying to help them.  Don’t throw 
your pearls before pigs – or if you’ve got muscles like Jared then don’t throw your 
pigs at the pearls.   

Today Jesus is going to make two more summarizing points about His entire 
sermon.  He is going to talk about praying in faith and giving extravagantly. 

So let’s pick it up in Matthew 7 verse 7. 

                                            
1 Adapted from Roger F. Campbell, “You can Win!” (Grand Rapids: SP Publications), 1985. pg 
35-36 
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[Read Matthew 7:7-8] 

I need two volunteers who are willing to compete in a battle of whit for an 
awesome prize – some leftover Halloween candy. 

Your mission is to reproduce something I’ve made with a piece of paper.  The 
first person who finishes will get this illustrious prize.  Now there are two crucial 
points I need to add to this battle of whit.  You only get one piece of paper, so 
you only get one chance to get this right.  If you mess it up you lose. 

And second, at any time after I show you what you are going to reproduce you 
may choose to ask one person to assist you in this process.  But any time you 
waste looking for a teammate is time your opponent could be figuring this out.  
So choose carefully.  Are you ready? 

[show paper to people] 

[competition] 

Now when I started I said you could ask one person to assist you in this process.  
So let me ask you all now, “if you wanted to win who would have been the best 
person to ask?”… [Me!  I’m the one who made this, I can make it again.] 

In the passage we are looking at today the God, who made everything and 
knows how everything works, who can fix every problem and who wants you to 
win at life says “ask Me for help – let Me prove My glory to you and your friends. 

That’s amazing!  But what is more amazing, Jesus says in this passage, is that 
we often turn around and decide to do things on ourselves instead.  We don’t 
ask.  We fail to pray.  And we can think of lots of reasons for why we don’t…   

Perhaps this came up when you talked with your partner, but I think the biggest 
reason we don’t pray is that we don’t want to hurt our faith or someone else’s if 
God doesn’t answer.  If I pray publicly that it is going to rain, and it doesn’t, I’m 
going to give God some bad publicity.  And that’s not going to be good for your 
faith or mine.  Have you ever felt like that? 
 
I have – In spite of how faithful God has been to me and how many times I have 
seen Him answer prayer, there have been hundreds or perhaps thousands of 
times where I have chosen not to believe, not to take God at His word, out of fear 
that He isn’t going to answer. 
 
But when we do that Jesus says we are being faithless and evil – I’m evil!... And I 
don’t think I’m being too hard on myself; I’ll unpack that as we go along. 
… 
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But that’s my premise today, and so I come to Jesus and to this text in need of, 
and believing for, a miracle in my life – that’s what it will take.  And my prayer is 
that as we dig into Jesus’ word together His Spirit will empower me – empower 
us – and we will leave transformed into people who pray.   
 
If you are someone who has struggled to pray you will realize what a miracle this 
will be.  But I encourage you right now to believe and anticipate transformation….  
… 
I want to take this in three parts today.  First I want to unpack some of the 
encouragements Jesus gives us in this text that empower us to pray.  Second I 
want to grapple with a couple faith-killing questions like “how come sometimes 
our prayers go unanswered?”  And finally I want to look at how we should live 
because we pray. 
 
So first, let’s look at four encouragements Jesus gives here.2   
 

1.) First, Jesus invites us to pray.  
 
In verse 7 we get three invitational words: ask, seek, knock.  What Jesus gives 
here is permission to approach God.  Jesus says His disciples, people like us, 
can do this.  We can go to God with requests.  Usually we take this for granted, 
but the reality is this is an amazing permission that we are granted.   
 
Now get your head around these words; “ask, seek, knock”.  These are 
commands.  So Jesus is not saying “If you feel like it come see if I can help you.” 
He is commanding you to ask Him to help you win. 
 
And Jesus isn’t saying this flippantly.  He repeats Himself three times.  Ask Me, 
Seek for Me, knock and I’ll answer.”  In other words “I’m serious about this.  
Come and bring your requests to God.” That’s the first empowering 
encouragement Jesus gives for why we should pray. 
 

2.) Second, after this intense invitation Jesus promises again and again that 
God will answer. 

 
In verse 7 He says ask, and then #1 He says “it will be given to you.”  Seek, and 
#2 “you will find.”  Knock and #3 “the door will be opened.  And then in verse 8 
He says For everyone who asks, #4 “receives.”  The one who seeks #5 “finds.” 
And to the one who knocks, #6 “the door will be opened.” 
 
What we have here is a lavish, repetitive appeal from Jesus to come before a 
God who loves us and wants to answer.  It’s like if I said to ______ “Choose me 
to help you figure this paper out.  Ask for me.  Ask for my help.  I’ll help you win.  
I want you to win.  Just ask!”  That’s what Jesus says to us. 

                                            
2 These four encouragements adapted from John Piper’s “Ask your Father in Heaven” (Preached 
Dec 31st, 2006) http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/ask-your-father-in-heaven  

http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/ask-your-father-in-heaven


 5 

… 
Now Jesus knows we are apt to miss the point so He gives us an example to 
help get our minds around this idea.  Look at verse 9. 
 
[Read Matthew 7:9-11] 
 

3.) The third encouragement Jesus gives us is that God is our Father.  In 
verse 11 Jesus says “how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask Him.” 

 
So when we come to God, through Jesus, we come as children before, not just 
Jesus’ Father, but our Father!  “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name.”  
That means we can come with great anticipation and confidence.  God is our 
Father. 
 

4.) But then fourth, Jesus says some of you have taken psychology and 
figured out that you all have daddy issues.  So I just want to clarify that 
God’s not like your dad.  He’s better.  
 

Now there is certainly a wide range of quality when it comes to dads.  I have a 
great dad who did his best to take care of me and inspire me when I was growing 
up.   
 
But the world is also full of terrible dads.  In the news this last week there was a 
story about some parents who put their four-month-old baby in a swing in their 
back yard and left him there to die.  People found him a week later full of 
maggots.  That’s evil! 
 
But then Jesus does something interesting, he speaks to the men listening to 
Him and assumes they are the best fathers out there – men “who know how to 
give good gifts to their children” but in verse 11 Jesus calls them, calls us, “evil.” 
 

That’s offensive!  I’m not evil.  I might not be perfect, but I’m pretty good 
compared to those other guys...  Jesus says “no, you’re not pretty good, 
you’re evil.”  

 
And while Jesus specifically uses the example of fathers, really his words here 
extend to all people.  This is one of the clearest examples of Jesus’ view on the 
depravity of humanity – all of us, not just non-Christians, the best of us, the most 
faithful of us, are evil.  Remember Jesus is speaking this to His disciples, people 
who had given themselves to following Him. 
 
And Jesus’ point in saying it this way is to contrast the best of us with our 
Heavenly Father.  We are evil, but there is no evil in Him.  We screw up.  He 
alone is perfect.   
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So Jesus says “if you evil people can give good gifts to your children, how much 
more is your perfect Father going to give good gifts to His?”  
… 
So, Jesus encourages us four times to pray:  He tells us God commands us to 
ask Him for help, He promises God will respond, He calls God our Father, and 
He tells us that our good Father wants to give us good gifts.  So ask, seek, knock 
… 
But what if I don’t know what to pray for?  What if I pray for the wrong stuff?  
“Jesus, I really want a Porsche.”  What if I get this prayer stuff wrong? 
… 
I’m going to put verses 7 and 8 on the screen.  Turn to the person beside you 
and ask them “Based on these verses what kinds of prayers does Jesus says 
God will and won’t answer?” 
 
[Discussion] 
… 
Did you notice Jesus doesn’t say “only ask for the right things?”  Jesus’ just tells 
us to ask.  So don’t worry about asking for the wrong things.  Just pray.  Start 
talking to your Father and things are going to go well for you. 
… 
Now at this point my mind is reeling with two faith killing questions.  First there is 
a repulsive taste in my mouth for what has become known as the “health and 
wealth gospel” which says God wants you to be healthy, wealthy and wise and 
the more faith you have the more stuff you are going to get from God.  Surly 
Jesus isn’t teaching that, is He? 
 
And second, if I am honest, I’ve questioned whether Jesus’ words here are true.  
I’ve asked and God hasn’t answered – at least not visibly.  I’ve sought and I 
haven’t received.  On occasion I’ve even asked repeatedly and come up with 
very different results than I wanted.  Haven’t you? 
… 
There is a guy in my church who is suffering from incredibly painful arthritis in his 
hip.  SO a week and a half ago he asked me and another pastor to pray for him.  
And we did.  We anointed him with oil and prayed our hearts out.  And then he 
wasn’t at church this last Sunday. 
 
And I found out it was because he was in emergency because not only was his 
hop hurting, but his arthritis flared up in his writs so bad that his fingers swelled 
up so he felt like they were going to pop.  3 days after I prayed for him he is the 
hospital!  (This is why it is Nikki and Jared who pray for people not me) 
… 
So come on Jesus, are you telling the truth here? 
 
“Yes”, Jesus says, keep knocking because your good Father gives good gifts to 
everyone who asks.” 
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Turn to the person beside you and ask them “Is Jesus telling the truth when He 
says God always gives good gifts to His children?” 
 
[Discussion] 
 
Was that a hard question? 
 
Here is how we make sense of this.  Jesus says prayer is not about getting God 
to give you what you want.  Prayer is about getting good gifts from a good Father 
who loves His children.  So people who come to God in prayer find themselves 
receiving what the God who made the universe, and knows how everything 
works, and knows how to solve every problem, knows is good for them. 
 
But what could be good about excruciating arthritis in our wrists?  How is that 
good? 
… 
Here is what is good about that.  It’s the one thing Jesus has been saying 
throughout the entire Sermon on the Mount.  The best thing that can happen to a 
person is not that they get God’s stuff.  It’s not that they get blessed with money 
or health or good relationship.  The best thing we can get from God is God.  God 
is the Treasure!  Looking like Jesus is how you win at life. 
 
And so when you pray, when you spend time talking with God, you find yourself 
becoming like Him.  Just like when you hang out with your best friend you end up 
laughing at all the same jokes.  So if you hang out with Jesus you end up looking 
like Jesus.  And this is how you win at life. 
 
So what was Jesus like?  Well He was a man who suffered like no one else in 
history, and yet He did it with His eyes on His Father.  And friends, Jesus didn’t 
lose when He died on the cross – He won.  The book of Hebrews says “For the 
joy set before Him Jesus endured the cross.”  Jesus got the prize – Jesus won at 
life! 
 
And so I encouraged this old, godly man with arthritis to endure his pain with his 
eyes set on the prize of looking like Jesus.  Because that is God’s good gift.  
That’s how to win at life. 
 
Now does this mean we need to be careful to pray for the right stuff?  No it 
doesn’t.  It’s not our job to know what God thinks is good for us.  So pray for 
healing, pray for provision, pray for rain.  Pray for crazy stuff.  And pray hard and 
pray in faith.  But most of all pray confidently knowing that when you pursue God 
you are going to get Him.  He isn’t going to toy with you.  He isn’t going to put 
trouble in front of you just for kicks.  He doesn’t do that.  He loves you.  He is 
going to give you good gifts.  He is going to change you to look like Jesus. 
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Implied here is “ask for anything, but leave the answering of these prayers to 
your Father.”  He is God, not you.  If God did everything we asked we would be 
Aladdin and He would be the genie in the bottle.  We would be god and He would 
be our servant.  But that isn’t the way it is.  We come before Him as privileged 
children, not as masters in control.  But we also come to a loving Father who 
knows what we actually need, and promises that He will give that. 
 
That’s good news. 
… 
There is one final verse in this section – verse 12 – where Jesus tells us how 
those who pray should live.  Jesus says: 
 
[Read Matthew 7:12] 
 
The NIV starts this verse with the word “So” which is a bit unclear, but the actual 
word is “therefore.”  Which means this verse isn’t a new idea, it is the conclusion 
of what we have just been talking about. 
 
In other words, verses 7 to 11 confirm that “we live with a generous Father, so 
then [or therefore], the world around us should be able to live with generous 
disciples.”3  Because God is generous, we should be generous. 
 
Friends, the reality is that God, in grace and mercy, has given us good gifts.  He 
has extended His salvation and His presence to us, He is changing us to look like 
Him so that we can win, in spite of the fact we don’t deserve it – in spite of the 
fact that, as Jesus says, we are evil! 
 
And Jesus says when God does this to a person they turn around and do this for 
the people around them.  
 
God’s generosity in making us His children and hearing our prayers empowers 
us to live as generous people – doing things to others that we would love it if they 
did to us, regardless of whether they ever do them or not.  That’s how God has 
been generous with us. 
... 
So we are going to go into our responsive worship time now.  But I want to start 
like we did last week.  And so for 2 minutes turn to your neighbour and I want you 
to pray with them for two things. 
 
 
 

                                            
3 Brunner, D “The Christbook: Matthew 1-7” (Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdman’s Pub Co.) 2004. pg 
346. 
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First, tell your partner your name if they don’t know, and then take 20 seconds 
each to tell them about something specific in your life where you want God to 
show up.  If could be a health concern or a friend concern or a school concern.  
Keep it short.  Don’t tell the whole story.  And then pray for each other’s 
concerns.   
 
But second, pray that God will use the circumstances of life your partner is going 
through to change them into a person who looks like Jesus.   
 
After this goes on for a couple minutes I’ll invite you to stand up and check out 
the stations.  Jared and Nikki will be at the back ready to pray for you.  And then 
we will go into communion and some more singing.   


