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If you’ve been at Fort George for a bit you have probably figured out that I don’t preach 
thematically, we just walk through the Bible.  So last year we did 29 sermons in Acts.  
Then in January we started 8 weeks in Matthew 8 and 9 looking at some of Jesus’ 
miracles.  And then, after Easter we dove in to the book of Ephesians. 
 
And the reason we do that is because my conviction is that God wants to speak to His 
church, and God thought that the best way to communicate with us was through the 
Bible.  And so while it isn’t sin to preach about relationships, or sexuality, or money, we 
don’t usually do that.  Instead we preach straight through a section of the Bible.  
 
Now here’s the crazy thing about this.  We still end up talking about money and 
relationships and sex, but it happens when God plans for it to happen.  What this means 
if you and I have a conversation on Tuesday, and then you hear the text I preach on 
Saturday and are suspicious that I’ve chosen it just to preach at you, you need to know I 
didn’t do that.  Jesus might be preaching at you, but you need to take that up with Him.  
… 
That said, today we are taking a break from Ephesians to address a specific situation.  
The last time we did this was when Nathan Warren died.  So we are going to be in John 
8.  John 8 is one of my favorite stories.  It’s about the woman caught in adultery.  And 
I’ve had a picture of this story on my desk for years, and every time I look at it I am 
reminded – this is me. 
… 
We are in John 8 today because something serious, and I believe grace infused, has 
occurred at Lighthouse that you need to know about.  And you need to know about it 
because Lighthouse is part of us.  But before we get into the details I want to unpack 
this text so that we will have a framework to understand the gravity of the situation. 
 
So there are a hundred angles we could come at this story with.  But my agenda today 
is to unpack one of the primary things that I think we take for granted when we 
encounter Jesus, and that is His shocking kindness towards sinners.1 
 
Here’s what I mean: the way Jesus treats sinners is shocking because it is so different 
from the way Jesus followers treat sinners, and the way we treat ourselves. 
 
I mean isn’t it just so common to bump into people who hate Jesus’ church because it 
has been judgmental towards them at some stage of brokenness in their life?  I hear 
this all the time from people. 
 

                                            
1 Partial outline adapted from Matt Chandler’s Sermon https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-
library/sermons/the-sanctity-of-human-life--4 (Accessed May 15, 2018) 

https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-sanctity-of-human-life--4
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-sanctity-of-human-life--4
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So the fact is, whether you struggle with being judgmental or not, Jesus followers have 
a reputation for this.  Here’s one reason why: we are human and people are experts at 
comparing ourselves to those around us. Have you ever done that?   
 
But this is problematic for Christians because as Jesus followers we have Jesus’ Spirit 
working inside us.  Our minds have been transformed.  We are new creations.  And we 
are being sanctified – which means continually more and more conformed to the image 
of Jesus.  These are all things that the Bible says are true about Jesus followers.   
 
So if you look back at your life 5-10 years you should see progression.  You should be 
slower to anger now then you were back then.  There should be a tenderness towards 
others growing in your heart.  You should be getting better at forgiveness not worse.  If 
Jesus hasn’t made a difference in your life He isn’t in your life.   
 
But while this should be true, it is also true that no Jesus follower has arrived at 
perfection this side of eternity.  I don’t care how many years you’ve been working on 
this, none of us are perfect images of Jesus today.  And one of the evidences for this is 
that we have a reputation for being judgmental. 
 
Now people get judgmental because, after Jesus saves us out of depravity and starts 
working in us we forget that it is by grace we were saved, not because we are 
awesome.  We start thinking when Jesus chose us for His team we bumped His stats 
up.  We think Jesus said “Man, I’m a little weak in the put together- discipline 
department, I need to choose someone who can really dedicate himself to getting the 
job done.  Ahhh – Dan!  Now that’s someone I could use! 
 
And so my impression of me is: sure I’m not perfect, I might not be Sid Crosby on 
Jesus’ team, but I’m close.  I score points and get stuff done.  And then I compare my 
strengths with your weaknesses and I get judgmental.  And you do this too. 
 
But that isn’t the way God sees us.  Are you ready for a self-esteem pep talk from the 
Bible?  God isn’t looking for superstars to fill out His team.  There is only one hero on 
the team, and that’s Jesus.  So when He looks at you He doesn’t see valuable skills His 
kingdom needs in order to expand.   
 
When it comes to what you and I offer Jesus we aren’t NBA, every one of us is a junior 
high, bench warmer.  That’s our reality.  So you aren’t good.  Jesus doesn’t need you.  
And if you’ve been a Christian a long time you still need a Saviour.  We never get over 
being the woman in the dirt needing Jesus’ hand.  And until you come to grips with that 
you aren’t on the team. 
… 
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Now the only person to ever have a different reality than this was Jesus.  He’s the only 
person who hasn’t needed a Saviour.  He did it Himself.  He took on Satan and 
overcame.  Let me tell you there isn’t anyone here important enough to have had Satan 
himself as a tempter.  You get rooky, incompetent devil Wormwood from the Screwtape 
letters, and he trips you up.  But Jesus took on Satan and ate him for lunch. 
 
So if there was anyone every worthy of being judgmental it was Jesus.  But here’s what 
Jesus says about Himself: “I didn’t come into the world to condemn the world but to 
save it.”2  And then He turned around and loved people no one else was loving.  And as 
a result He was always surrounded by prostitutes and tax collectors.   
 
Prostitutes and tax collectors were people other sinners looked down on and said “at 
least I’m not that.”  But these people couldn’t get enough of Jesus because they didn’t 
feel judged by Him.  They felt loved and accepted. 
 
So judge yourself by this standard: “How many prostitutes and tax collectors can’t get 
enough of you because you make them feel like a worth-while person?” 
… 
Here’s the reality I want to unpack today – Jesus was shockingly kind to sinners.  Are 
you ready to do some work on that? 
 
Here’s the text.  John 8 starting in verse 2: 
 
[Read John 8:2-4] 
 
Jesus is in the temple teaching.  The temple would have been full of well dressed good 
people – kind of like church.  And suddenly, this mob appears in the back and drags this 
woman to the front.  Mobs aren’t usually gentle, so she is bruised, probably partially 
naked, and having the worst day of her life. 
 
Imagine being dragged up here in front of everyone and having your sin put on display.  
And this isn’t the “unpaid parking-ticket sin” or the “I cheated on my grade 8 math test” 
sin.  This is the sin you’d be horrified if anyone knew you were struggling with right now. 
 
And the people who have dragged you up here are smirking and saying “We put a bug 
on her computer, and we caught her.  Last night at 10:14pm she started looking at porn 
and it didn’t finish until 11:27.  And she visited 87 websites so this wasn’t a pop-up, it 
was a binge. 
 
Or we know he smiles a lot at church and attends prayer meetings, but we put a closed-
circuit video recorder in his living room and we caught him.  We watched him lose it at 
his kids and wife.  He was so angry he just spewed caustic hate all over everyone and 
walked away.  He’s a mess. 
 

                                            
2 John 3:17 



4 
 

Maybe for you it isn’t lust or anger, maybe it’s laziness or gluttony or drunkenness or 
jealousy or greed or pride.  But whatever it is it is something you just haven’t gotten 
over.  It’s always there lurking in the background and you stumble into it again and 
again.  So imagine you got dragged up here and evidence for that got smeared all over 
you and we just looked.  That’s what’s going on here.   
 
And this woman is alone.  I mean the guy isn’t even there.  Like somehow she 
committed adultery by herself – that’s miraculous.  
 
That’s the way judgment works.  It’s totally blind.  When it isn’t us being called to task 
for our short-falling it is so easy to point fingers without seeing the holes in what we see 
or how we might be just as bad.  And the worst part about judgment is that in the 
moment we can claim, even believe, we are to be caring about justice and truth, but 
judgment often has a darker shadow.  Look at verse 4 
 
[Read John 8:4-6a] 
 
These guys don’t care about this woman or what happens to her at all.  They are trying 
to trap Jesus, and they are willing to kill a woman to do it.  That’s evil.  That’s demonic 
influence.  Satan’s fingers are all over it when religious people gloat over the fall of a 
brother or sister and seek to use that fall to better themselves. 
 
Jesus is the target here.  These religious people wish they could be throwing stones at 
Him, but they just can’t find a reason.  And so they’ve baited a trap.  They are pretty 
sure Jesus isn’t going to say “Stone her.”  After all they know He has a soft spot for 
sinners who can’t get their lives together.  But if He goes this rout then Jesus will be 
going against Moses – and they will have Him. 
 
On the other hand, if He does say “stone her” then He will be going against Rome who 
were the only people allowed to carry out capital punishment.  Either way Jesus is going 
to come out condemned – that’s the plan.   
… 
But catching Jesus isn’t a matter of waking up early enough.  Jesus created the dawn 
and so when it comes to people trapped in sin He’s not on the defensive, He’s ready to 
engage, not as judge and jury, but as a ferocious advocate and ultimately as Saviour. 
 
Friends, don’t mess with Jesus’ little people.  If you want to tick God off just tear down 
someone weak – someone trapped, someone without hope – and you will find yourself 
scratching at Jesus’ ankles and He’s not going to fall.  He’s the Defender. 
 
Look how He does it.  Bottom of verse 6. 
 
[Read John 8:6b-8] 
 
This is weird.  There are all these big angry men carrying rocks, and Jesus bends down 
and starts writing in the sand.  And we don’t know what He writes.   
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Now lots of people have speculated.  One commentator says – and this would be so 
fierce – he says Jesus probably wrote down their sins and drew an arrow to who had 
committed them.  “Looked at porn this morning before coming to church.”  “Tore down 
someone at work and made her contemplate suicide.” 
 
I don’t know if Jesus did that, the text doesn’t tell us.  But what we do know is that Jesus 
got down in the dirt.  This is where Jesus goes when sinners get caught in sin.  But get 
this, He isn’t down in the dirt with the woman.  Verse 3 says she is standing.  The 
picture on my desk is wrong.  Jesus is down in the dirt at the woman’s feet.  This is 
scandalous!  This is Philippians 2: 

[Jesus], being in very nature God… 
He made Himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant… 
    He humbled Himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8) 

 
When you are caught in sin Jesus isn’t looking down at you, He looks up at you 
because He’s kneeling at your feet serving you as Saviour.   
… 
Here’s what Christians think Jesus does when we sin.  We think He has this 
disappointed look in His eyes as He sits up tall on His thrown and lets us grovel.  And 
so we don’t just judge other people, we judge ourselves accordingly. 
 
I’ve told you before about one of my previous pathetic plans for dealing with myself after 
looking at porn.  I would take my cross off and not wear it, because I wasn’t worthy.  
And then after 3 days of being good I would put it back on.  Because now I decided I 
had proved to God that I was sorry.  This was me believing Jesus was disappoint and 
trying to un-disappoint Him myself.  Bad strategy.  Bad theology.   
 
Here’s the reality: Jesus isn’t surprised or caught off guard when you prove you are still 
a sinner who needs a Saviour.  He’s so ready to defend and to save that before you 
even know what is happening God Himself is at your feet. 
… 
Does that make you feel uncomfortable?  Does that feel border-line heretical?  Peter 
thought so.  When Jesus got down at his feet Peter responded: 

 “No… you shall never wash my feet.” (John 13:8a) 

That’s me taking my cross off and saying “Yes, I’ve got a dirty life, but I can handle this 
Jesus.  I’ll be back and worthy of Your love in 3 days.  So get off your knees Jesus.  
Have some self respect.  I’ll serve You.  And Jesus responds: 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.” (John 13:8b) 
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Jesus says “You don’t have what it takes to serve Me.  I don’t have any needs.  So I will 
be Saviour in this relationship or there won’t be a relationship.  And this is something 
Jesus says to every one of us. 
… 
So maybe you are like the woman and you’ve been caught in sin.  And you are covered 
in shame.  If this is you, you need to hear that while there are consequences for sin, 
there is no condemnation.  Yes, you are broken, but before Jesus you are unjudged.  
He knew this was going to happen.  That’s why He came to die.  And He’s at your feet 
today serving you as a Saviour.   
 
If you’re like this woman you need to humble yourself and accept that Jesus serves 
sinners salvation.  That’s what He offers us. 
… 
But maybe you aren’t like this woman today in that you haven’t been caught in sin.  Oh, 
you’re still a sinner.  It just hasn’t come out in the open and been rubbed in your face.  
But this doesn’t mean your sin is any less bad, any more than brain cancer isn’t better 
than skin cancer because it’s hidden.  So don’t judge your brother or sister who have 
been caught in sin. 
 
Jesus brings this out when they mob presses Him.  “Let any one of you who is without 
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
 
And then Jesus just goes back down into the dirt.  Back at the woman’s feet.  Are you 
going to take a shot at this woman with Jesus at her feet?  And we get verse 9: 
 
[Read John 8:9] 
 
I love the details the Bible gives – sometimes it leaves things undisclosed – like we 
don’t know what Jesus wrote in the sand, but then it gives us this.  It was the older 
people who dropped their rocks first.  This is beautiful.  What this says is it takes 
experience with life to get over ourselves.  Older people have let themselves down a 
few times so they tend to be a little more dialed in to their own imperfection. 
 
In contrast, when you are in your teens and early 20’s you just haven’t had time to do 
this much yet.  But don’t worry.  Give yourself a chance.  You will let yourself down like 
the rest of us have. 
 
And so the old people drop their stones first, and soon there is just Jesus and the 
woman in verse 10.  And it’s here where Jesus finally comes up to her level. 
 
[Read John 8:10-11] 
 
This is the kind of radical kindness we constantly get from Jesus.  When we fall Satan 
wants you to think Jesus is disappointed.  But Jesus saw this coming and even before 
you were born He planned to kneel down at your feet, serve you, save you, and 
empower you to live a life for His glory. 
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Friends, it is because Jesus doesn’t condemn you even though you deserve it, that you 
can leave your life of sin behind.  In Romans 2 Paul tells us the point of Jesus’ kindness 
is to lead us to repentance.3 
 
So yes, sin is a big deal.  It’s a big enough deal that Jesus left His throne in heaven to 
kneel at your feet.  Our sin was what nailed Him to the tree.  And so yes, repentance 
needs to follow.  And sin has consequences.  It can’t simply be swept under the carpet 
and ignored.  When sin gets into our life we have to fight it, and we have to kill it.  The 
Bible is clear that those who don’t are always destroyed by it.  But our destruction isn’t 
what Jesus wants.  He wants forgiveness and restoration and revival – He wants to 
breathe new life into us.  And it is to this end that He labours in the dirt at our feet. 
 
So there are two things I want us to take away today.  First, if you’ve been caught in sin 
or you are still hiding in sin I want to sear into your imagination the kindness of Jesus’ 
face.  As exposed and broken as you are He picks your chin up, and looks you straight 
in the eyes.  He loves you and has no condemnation for you.   
 
So let His kindness lead you to repentance.  Let Him empower you to leave sin behind. 
 
But second, and this is the reason we are in this text today, I need to briefly tell you a 
story about one of our interns at Lighthouse and how we’ve been working through sin 
with him. 
 
About 4 months ago Jared, our small groups intern, came to me in my office broken up 
and crying.  Jared loves Jesus and he had let himself down.  The day before he and his 
girlfriend had slept together. 
 
And Jared knows sex is for marriage, and so here was this godly young man confessing 
his sin to me in my office.  Get your head around this, when was the last time you 
confessed your sin to someone before you got caught? 
 
He asked me whether I wanted him to step down, and I said: “no, I don’t want you to 
step down, I want repentant sinners on my team.  Following Jesus isn’t about being 
sinless, it is about not letting sin defeat us.  And you’ve done what a Christian does 
here.  We will work through this together.”   
 
2 weeks later Jared and his girlfriend showed up at my door late Saturday night shaking 
and crying.  They were pregnant and terrified.   
 
   
And again Jared thought ministry was over for him.  But hear this, being pregnant 
outside marriage isn’t sin.  Sex outside of marriage is sin.  And so again I decided not to 
have Jared step down. 
 

                                            
3 Romans 2:5 



8 
 

But I recognize this isn’t the traditional way things proceed.  Jared’s girlfriend is a leader 
at another church in town, and this church decided to have her step down at this point.  
And the pastor there as well as a couple of my mentors advised me to have Jared step 
down.  But I thought, what has changed now that they are pregnant?  I know lots of 
people who have sinned in private ways and have continued in leadership.  I’m one of 
them.  So one sin and then immediate confession isn’t living in sin, it is righteousness.  
And so I decided not to have Jared step down. 
 
Instead we wrote a covenant together, the three of us, stating that they were going to 
keep themselves pure from this point on.  Sin is serious and needs to be fought and 
killed, and so we took it seriously.   
 
And we also planned to tell the church, Lighthouse and Fort George, that this is what 
had happened when Jared’s girlfriend passed her first trimester – at the point where 
everyone was going to know anyway.  And our thought in this was that there is no point 
in making this public if it doesn’t have to be.  If the baby miscarried we would keep this 
to ourselves, like the sins of everyone else.  But at the point the first trimester was up 
everyone was going to know, and so that would be the time to make this public. 
 
And so we chose this weekend to go public in order to protect both Jared and the 
church.  Now not everyone who sins gets called up to the front to talk about it.  The 
reason we did this last night and are doing it again today is not because this sin is any 
worse than any other sin – it isn’t – but because Jared has been in a position of 
leadership at Lighthouse and we want to protect both Jared and Lighthouse from 
something Christians are classic at doing – throwing stones of gossip. 
 
And so last night Jared and his girlfriend stood here and confessed their sin and we 
pledged to stand with them as they walk this out. 
… 
I wish the story ended there, but it doesn’t.  While the three of us have been meeting 
regularly for accountability and to talk through their relationship this last week Jared 
came and told me that they had not kept our covenant, and had, in a moment of 
foolishness, made a deliberate decision to sleep together again. 
 
And after all this, I was left with no option but to have Jared step down.  But even in this 
we aren’t kicking him out of Lighthouse, instead, at the end of last night we told him and 
his girlfriend that we love and support them.  And that we forgive them, because Jesus 
forgives them.  And I told Lighthouse what I’m telling you now, Jared and his girlfriend 
are both godly people. 
 
And here’s what I want you to hear in this – godly people sin, but they don’t let their sin 
destroy them.  They press in to Jesus and His church.  They get help.  And with the 
power of the Holy Spirit flowing through them they fight sin and they kill it.  That’s what 
we believe is going on in Jared’s life.  And this is what a Jesus follower looks like.  
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So Jared is going to be stepping back from leadership at this time but we aren’t kicking 
him out of Lighthouse.  We are getting down in the dirt at his feet, and we are walking 
with him and his girlfriend, and our goal is Jesus’ goal – restoration. 
… 
And my prayer, Fort George, is that you see the good news of Jesus in this.  But if you 
don’t.  If you’ve got a problem with the way I’ve handled this situation, then I encourage 
you not to harbor this in your heart, but to bring your concern to the deacons.  As 
always I submit to their leadership.  And I will submit in this. 
 
But friends, here is my heart, and what I believe to be Jesus’ heart for us in this.  Jesus 
wants us to see that when we sin, the God we worship kneels at our feet to lift us up 
from our brokenness and give us new life.  He shows radical kindness by serving 
sinners. 
 
Let me pray for us. 
 
[Pray] 


