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Christmas Chaos: God the Worthy  
Matthew 2 
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[Play Audi Holiday Campaign “Parking Lot”] 
 
Merry Christmas Eve morning to you.   
 
Did your heart get going watching that?  Mine did.  It might have been the car racing, 
but I think it’s just knowing that only one of those guys is going to get that perfect gift, 
and the other one is doomed to have a second-class Christmas even though he has an 
Audi.  Isn’t that painful! 
 
Christmas is intense in North America.  And the reason for that is that we live in a 
consumeristic society where our purpose as citizens is to consume products in order to 
keep the economy going.   
 
So after 9/11 George Bush is famous for encouraging the Americans to fight back 
against terrorism by spending their money.  He said: “Go shopping….  Get down to 
Disney World in Florida… Take your families and enjoy life, the way we want it to be 
enjoyed.”1  Don’t let the terrorists win. 
 
What this means is that spending is a virtue in the States, and it’s exactly the same in 
Canada.  The job of the consumer is to consume.  And the Christmas season is the 
biggest time of the year for this.  And so everything is urging us into a frenzy to spend 
our money all with the empty promise that this will lead to meaning in our lives.  Chaos 
reigns at Christmas. 
 
And into this chaos we get “Silent night, holy night. All is calm, all is bright.”  And a baby 
gets born… God’s answer is a baby!  That’s it?  With how crazy my life is right now how 
is a baby supposed to help?  And I think that’s a good question. 
 
Now I’m not saying the birth of Christ isn’t important – it is.  But I am saying that often by 
over focusing on what we deem to be the romantic aspects of the nativity we can end 
up thinking that the birth of Christ was a quaint, sweet, event.  And quaint and sweet 
might be good for perfect people with no problems, but it isn’t near strong enough to 
deal with the brokenness of our chaos.   
 
But while that night may have been quiet, the reality is the birth of Christ was anything 
but peaceful and calm.  In fact the birth of Christ has a lot more in common with 
Normandy’s beach than it does with a hallmark Christmas greeting.   
 

                                            
1 George Bush as quoted by the NY Times http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/15/business/consumer-
spending-as-an-american-virtue.html  
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You see, with the birth of Christ, the kingdom of God was invading the world with the 
purpose of overturning the rule of sin, breaking the chains that bind, and ultimately 
killing death.  On the night Jesus was born, the death of death was assured.2 
 
So yes, perhaps “Silent night, holy night.  All is calm.  All is bright.”  But also the raging 
shock of the demonic realm at the brilliant move of God.  Satan was not prepared for 
this – It was the pushing back of darkness, the destruction of sickness and poverty.  
And all this was happening simultaneously at the manger. 
 
“Really?  At the manger?  Aren’t you talking about the cross?” 
 
Yes indeed the cross and the empty tomb.  But you can not separate the manager from 
the cross.  Because without the cross, and the empty tomb, there is absolutely no 
significance to the manger.  Jesus might even have grown up to be a great man, 
perhaps a prophet; but without the cross and the empty grave He wouldn’t have been 
the Son of God.  And without this then none of us would care about the manger. 
 
You see lots of kids have been born in barns – my mom often asked whether I was one 
of them – but only one King of the Universe was born in a barn.  Only one Man who 
claimed to be our saviour and then died and came back to life was born in a barn.  So 
yes, it is Christmas, and yes the nativity looks quaint and quiet.  But the reality of this 
moment is anything other than “sweet baby Jesus.”   
 
So today I want to look in at who was in the manger, and we are going to use Matthew 2 
and the story of the wise men to do this.  But I want to jump forward to Colossians 1 to 
set the context for us.  Paul wrote: 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in 
Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together.  And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and 
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the 
supremacy.  For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and 
through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 
1:15-20) 

 
That’s who’s in the manger!  And so while Jesus’ body weighed some 7 pounds 6 
ounces, none of this diminished the fact of His co-eternal existence with the Father.  So 
even though He wasn’t able to speak a word, all authority in heaven and on earth was 
His.  And He was worthy of our worship. 
 
 

                                            
2 Outline of sermon adapted from Matt Chandler https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-
library/sermons/worthy (Accessed December 20, 2017) 
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So over the last three weeks we’ve been looking at several attributes of God that speak 
peace and order into the chaos of the season.  We looked at how God is the deliverer.  
And Spencer fleshed out His compassion for us.  And then last week we looked at the 
glory of God and this week we are focusing in on how, in the midst of the chaos of life, 
in fact in spite of it, God is worthy to receive everything we are and have. 
 
Let’s pick up the story in Matthew chapter 2 starting in verse 1. 
 
[Read Matthew 2:1-12] 
 
There are four things I want to draw out of this story about the worthiness of Christ, 
particularly as it pertains to the chaos of the season. 
 
1.) So first, God is worthy of our action.   
 
In verse 2 the magi, or wise men as we often call them, show up at Herod’s house, and 
ask “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?”   
 
Now we don’t know much about who these guys were.  So one of the first things we 
don’t know is how many of them there were.  We do know they brought three gifts, and 
so traditionally we sing “We three kings of Orient are,” but the reality is we have no idea 
how many magi showed up to worship Jesus. 
 
Another thing we don’t know is how they heard that a king was coming to Israel at all.  
What we do know is that these kings were from then east.  And we know that the nation 
of Israel spent time in Babylon which is modern day Iraq, just east of Israel.   
 
And so our best guess is that these were astronomers from Babylon who knew of the 
writings of Daniel which predicted that a Messiah was coming.  And when a star 
appeared that matched this prophecy their careful study, and deep conviction about the 
validity of what they had read, lead them to Jerusalem.   
 
Now this is remarkable.  They didn’t just know some right stuff about this coming 
Messiah, they allowed their knowledge to lead to action – they paid attention.  And their 
attention is contrasted by all the priests of Israel who had the same knowledge, but 
weren’t doing anything with it. 
 
So look at verse 3. 
 
[Read Matthew 2:3-4] 
 
When Herod hears the news that someone is looking for a king who isn’t him he is a bit 
concerned – this is understandable given that kings weren’t voted into power.  Kings 
killed each other.  And Herod came from a family that was very particularly good at this. 
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And so right away he assembles who?... The chief priests.  These are the experts of the 
religious law.  And he asks them where this king is supposed to be born. 
 
And here’s the crazy thing, they know exactly what he is talking about.  SO when he 
asks they don’t spend a few weeks searching through the scriptures to figure this out.  
They don’t Google it.  It’s common knowledge to them.  Verse 5. 
 
[Read Matthew 2:5] 
 
Now get your minds around what this means.  This means the priests of Jesus’ day 
knew what God was going to do.  They had been studying the prophecies their entire 
lives.  But it had become a familiar story for them.   
 
In contrast these kings from the Orient, that we know virtually nothing about, have 
traveled somewhere around 1500kms by camel or high-speed rail – we aren’t actually 
sure – in order to see the fulfillment of this prophecy.  They don’t just know information 
about the Messiah, they are listening to it.  And knowing and listening aren’t the same. 
 
Here’s what Jesus says on this: 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven…. Therefore 

everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock….  But everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built 

his house on sand. (Matthew 7:21-26) 

 
So Jesus thinks it’s irrelevant whether we know or even believe the right stuff about 
Him, it’s what we do with this belief that matters. 
 
Now here is how this connects to us.  I think pretty much everyone in this room knows 
the Christmas story.  We know about the manger; we know about the angels and the 
shepherds and the wise men.  So, while there are lots of people in this city who have 
never heard this story, we aren’t them.  A lack of knowledge isn’t our problem. 
 
But I think the struggle for us is to hear the story of the incarnation in a way that 
provokes our hearts to action even thought it is familiar.  It’s easy to talk about how 
Jesus is the reason for the season, without realizing this makes Him worthy of our 
action. 
 
2.) And He is also worthy of our pursuit.  So look down at verse 8. 
 
[Read Matthew 2:8-9] 
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So not only did these men put their knowledge into action, but this action was a pursuit 
of Christ.  And they did this so much that they asked for directions. 
 
Now we just read over a verse like this without thought, but let your imagination run a 
bit.  Men haven’t changed much, I don’t think, in the last couple thousand years.  And so 
these ones were pretty special.  In spite of being intelligent, and in spite of the fact they 
had a recently upgraded celestial navigation system, they stopped and asked for 
directions.  Come on ladies, that’s a big deal – can I have an “amen”? 
 
So what does pursuit look like for us?  I think the best picture of pursuit Jesus gives us 
is of the guy who finds buried treasure in Matthew 13.  Jesus tells us: 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
(Matthew 13:44) 

 
Pursuit has two parts to it.  First it requires that you see the value of something.  And 
then it involves doing whatever it takes to acquire it.  
 
And of course the point of the story is that Jesus and His kingdom are the treasure.  
Jesus is valuable, He’s worth everything.  And so He is worthy of our trading everything 
of value to attain Him.  In fact He isn’t just worth trading everything to get, He’s so 
valuable that to gain the whole world without gaining Him is to forfeit everything.3    
 
And that’s because when we pursue anything else we come up hungry.  And this is true 
even if you give yourself to pursuing great things.  Actually it is probably more true the 
better the things that you give yourself to pursuing.  So everyone knows if alcohol and 
drugs are your go to for life you are going to come up empty.  But the deception is that 
other good things will satisfy, but they won’t.   
 
So if you are pursuing your ultimate meaning in marriage, it isn’t going to work out well.  
And the evidence for this is that your marriage is probably already in a shambles – and 
that’s because no spouse is big enough to be your god.  Sooner or later they are going 
to let you down, and when your god lets you down, you get let down hard.   
 
Or if you are hoping your work or your education is going to satisfy you, then you are 
probably deeply wrestles.  You put in long hours and yet no matter how big your 
promotion is it is never enough.  And that’s because you’ve made your work god.  And 
so then when you don’t get the promotion or grade you are seeking, or something 
terrible happens and you aren’t able to work anymore, your god has let you down.  And 
when your god lets you down you get destroyed. 
 
And the fact is, while you can do some things at the same time, you can only pursue 
one ultimate source for meaning at a time.  And so these wise men had to trade 
something to pursue Christ.  They left their families, and jobs, security and traveled for 
months because they deemed this infant king worthy of their pursuit.  

                                            
3 Matthew 16:26 
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3.) A third aspect of worthiness that we see in this text is connected to the faith of these 
men.  Jesus is worthy of our faith.  Look again at verse 2 and then verse 11. 
 
[Read Matthew 2:2 and 2:11] 
 
It is so easy to read verses like this and assume that the people we are reading about 
aren’t at all like us.  But get your minds around what is going on here.  
 
These men have been studying records of prophecy from a distant nation.  They are 
Babylonians, and Israel hadn’t been in their land for over 400 years.  So the documents 
they are studying are in tatters.  I imagine there hasn’t been a huge YHWH worshipping 
group in Babylon over the last 400 years – I could be wrong on that, but there is no 
evidence to say that I am. 
 
And then this star appears, and they somehow make the connection that this star is the 
Messiah’s star.  Now we have no idea what kind of conversation happened between 
these guys.  But there is enough here that they grab some incredibly costly treasures – 
gold, frankincense and myrrh – and set out to travel 1500kms on the backs of camels.   
 
Now assuming you haven’t ridden a camel recently – I certainly haven’t – just imagine 
what a trip like that would have been like.  And imagine what would be going through 
your mind on that trip.  I mean there would be lots of time for thinking.   
 
And I don’t know about you, but when I’m left to my own thoughts, it takes intentional 
effort to meditate on thoughts of faith, while doubt just springs up all by itself.   
 
So tell me if you can imagine a conversation like this springing up.  “Hey George, I hate 
to ask again, but how sure are you that we are onto something here?  Are we crazy?  
Because I feel a bit crazy right now.  I mean, my wife wanted an Audi for Christmas, but 
I told her I was giving the gold to a king I read about in a fragment of an old scroll I 
found jammed behind your desk.  She thought I was crazy.  Do you think we’re crazy?” 
 
There’s nothing in the scriptures that say they had a conversation like this, but if they 
were people, I can see it happening.  And yet they traveled those 1500kms to show up 
at the home of Mary and Joseph.  And then what do they see when they get there?  
This kid doesn’t look like a king at all.  He’s a 2-year-old peasant.  And yet they still 
deliver their gifts.  I think that would have been hard.  I mean they would have had to 
have wondered if they had made a mistake.  I mean their gifts are not toddler gifts!   
 
I have a 2-year-old who puts stuff in his mouth, and gold coins don’t meet the Canadian 
safety standards for toddlers.  Now if you really want to give gold I’ll make an exception.  
But frankincense and myrrh are out of the question.  Nathan is just going to dump that 
down the heat register and our house is going to smell like potpourri for the next decade 
– no thanks!   
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But what I’m really trying to get us to do here is realize what this would have looked like 
from the magi’s perspective.  And I think this is important because I don’t care how 
spiritual you are, all people struggle with doubt – it’s part of the human condition. 
 
And so when things are hard, and some of you are in a hard place right now, it is easy 
for us to question: “God, have you really got this, or am I just talking to the ceiling?”  It’s 
hard to maintain faith in the dark. 
 
Have you ever been in a dry, dark desert?  Have you ever wondered whether God really 
cared about you, or was even real?  Anyone?  Or is doubt just something pastors 
struggle with? 
… 
If you’ve ever struggled with doubt you are in good company with the community of faith 
because the scriptures are full of this.  One of my favorite stories is about the father of 
the demon possessed boy in Mark 9.  The demon caused something like seizures in 
this boy, and tries to throw him into the fire to kill him.   
 
And the father is out of hope.  Nothing has worked to cure his son.  Nobody knows what 
to do.  Have you ever been the parent of a sick kid?  Or have you ever been in a bad 
place where you were absolutely powerless to change anything?  It just looks hopeless.   
 
And this father comes to Jesus and asks “Can you help?”  There’s not much faith there.  
I mean he has tried everything.  He even went to Jesus’ disciples and they’d failed.   
 
And then Jesus responds: “If you believe, all things are possible.”  Which sounds great, 
but how strong is your faith in the dark?...  I love the honesty that the father comes back 
with “I believe; help my unbelief.”4   
 
Isn’t that a brilliant exposure of what goes on in the heart that pursues Christ?  Isn’t that 
a picture of your heart?  I’ve sure been there.   
 
Yes, I know the truth of Jesus.  I know He won’t leave or forsake me.  I know my sin is 
covered by His blood, and I’ve been bought at a price.  I know all that, and yet in the 
midst of the chaos I waiver.  I don’t know what to do.  I’m afraid.  Help my unbelief. 
… 
And that’s the faith Jesus works with.  Friend, there is room with Jesus for you and your 
doubt as long as you keep going to God even when chaos reigns.  And that’s because 
faith isn’t about seeing how things are going to work out, it is about pursuing Christ 
because He is worthy even when it looks like nothing is working out.  And this is what 
the magi give us in this moment. 
 
These kings saw past the problems obvious in the present.  They had just traveled 
months on a shred of evidence to offer extravagant gifts to a peasant’s kid.  But eyes of 
faith enabled them to persevere so that they ended up bowing before more than they 

                                            
4 Mark 9:14-29 
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could have ever imagined.  When we give what we have to pursing Christ, in faith, it 
pleases God. 
 
4.) And so the final point I want to draw out is that Jesus is worthy of your best gifts this 
Christmas.   
 
When I was about 12 I decided to do all my Christmas shopping at the dollar store.  It 
seemed brilliant at the time, everyone got something and I spent less than $20 and was 
doing my shopping in 15 minutes.  But it ended up conveying a message I didn’t mean 
to convey.  And the next years all I got for Christmas was underwear.   
 
But these magi applied the knowledge they had, and allowed it to develop into pursuit 
that cost their time and money.  They gave their lives to Jesus because they deemed 
Him worthy.  So what are you giving to Jesus this Christmas?   
… 
So, what do you get for the guy who has everything?  Isn’t that what we ask?  And our 
answer is usually another pair of gloves, or a flat screen TV or perhaps an Audi.  But 
then it comes to Jesus and really, what do you give the Guy who has everything? 
 
There’s nothing God needs that you have.  But He’s worthy of everything.  So what do 
you give Him?  The answer is, you give Him what He doesn’t have.  
 
So what part of your life doesn’t God have this year?  Where have you said “Things are 
going to work out better for me if I am god in this area of my life – You can stay out or 
stand in line.”  What part of your life doesn’t God have access to this year? 
 
Now it might be obvious to you what that is, maybe there is an area of selfishness, or an 
absence of making Him a priority.  But as you think of what that might be consider that 
this is no usual 7-pound, 6-ounce baby.  This is the king of the universe.  And He is your 
compassionate and glorious deliverer.  And He is worthy of everything.  So give Him 
what He doesn’t have this Christmas.   
… 
Tomorrow is Christmas.  I hope it is a great day for you.  I hope you eat lots of turkey, 
and enjoy all the best of excitement and family.  I hope love reigns in your house.  I 
hope your kids and grandkids are thankful and your crazy sister does apologize.   
 
But regardless what happens, everyone who has done Christmas before knows that the 
lights are eventually going to come down, the visa bill will arrive in the mail, and the 
vacation will end.  And all the rush and chaos will have changed nothing. 
 
But in the midst of this Advent offers something real.  Behind Advent lies God’s promise 
that He loves to save people enslaved from situations that aren’t bringing them life.  And 
He is Compassionate.  He knows what your are struggling with, and He longs to 
shoulder that burden with you.   
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And He is glorious.  And His glory shines into the darkest corners of unworthy people 
and brings joy.  And because He is all these things He is worthy of our gifts.   
 
And the irony with Jesus is that while He does ask us to give Him what He doesn’t have, 
He never allows us to out give Him.  So when we give ourselves to actively and faithfully 
pursuing Him the result is always an escape from the chaos and an entrance into the 
abundant and joy filled life He designed us to live in the first place.  Jesus wants you to 
have a Merry Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


