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Athabasca Installs Two Faithful Leaders - Including First
Honorary Lay Canon - in St. James’ Cathedral, Peace River
Athabasca Bishop Fraser Lawton
installed Peter Clarke, long-time
member of St. Mark, High Prairie;
and David Greenwood, interim
rector of All Saints’, Athabasca;
as honorary canons of St. James’
Cathedral, Peace River. Back row,
L to R, are: Rose Howell, Joanna
Muzyka, Danielle McKenzie,
Christobel Lines. Front row:
Canon Peter Clarke, Canon David
Greenwood, Bishop Fraser Lawton,
Archdeacon Terry Leer,
Dean Jason Haggstrom.
Photo: Warren Wright

See story on
page 5.
All Saints’ Cathedral bids fond farewell to rector Neil Gordon
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

T

he Second Sunday of Easter,
April 28, 2019, was a
bittersweet occasion for All
Saints’ Cathedral as they bid a fond
farewell to their rector of nine years,
the Very Rev. Neil Gordon, Dean of
Edmonton.
Ordained a deacon and priest
in 1986, Neil Gordon served in
the Edmonton diocese at St. John
the Evangelist, Edmonton; St.
Matthew’s, St. Albert; St. Matthias,
Edmonton; St. Thomas, Sherwood
Park. He was appointed Dean of
Edmonton and Rector of All Saints’
Cathedral, Edmonton on May 1,
2010.
Neil’s wife Susan Bercov and
his parents, Alan and Kay Gordon,
as well as many former parishioners,
attended the special parish eucharist.

Dean Neil Gordon preaches his farewell sermon at All Saints’ Cathedral. He served with the
Edmonton diocese for 33 years and retired from ministry on April 28, 2019.

Mary-Lou Cleveland presents Neil Gordon
with one of many farewell gifts.
Photo: Doug Cowan

Preaching on the Holy Gospel
of John (29:19-31), Neil said there
is one message, over three decades
in parish ministry, he would like

loves them, they are able to go out
and do remarkable things.”

Right at Home p. 2

everyone to know: “God loves all
of you. God cares deeply about you,
more than you probably care about
yourselves. When people know God

Sherwood Park Mosque p. 8

Continued on page 10.
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Terwillegar neighbours invited to discuss affordable housing and
daycare, worship and green space proposed for their neighbourhood
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

R

epresentatives of Holy
Trinity Riverbend (HTR)
Anglican Parish, the
Diocese of Edmonton and Right
at Home Housing Society invited
members of the Terwillegar Towne
community and Ward 9 Edmonton
City Councillor Tim Cartmell an
information session and conversation
about an affordable housing
proposal for the church’s property in
southwest Edmonton.
The open house, held April
24, was an opportunity for the
community to provide input into
the proposal by Right at Home in
partnership with Holy Trinity to
develop four acres of land with a
154-unit, 4-story, mixed income
apartment complex. It was the next
step in an engagement process
which began with several visioning
sessions with the church, members
of the Right at Home board and the
Terwillegar Towne community.
Diocese of Edmonton Bishop
Jane Alexander said the proposed
“community hub” concept is a
“true partnership,” which enables
the Edmonton diocese to live into
its promise to help end poverty in
Edmonton by building up local
communities. “It’s a very different
proposal from the one we presented
the last time we were thinking of
what we should be doing with this
land,” she said.
In 2013, the Edmonton diocese’s
proposal with Jasper Place Wellness
Centre to develop supervised housing
for people with complex needs and
at-risk of becoming homeless again
was met with strong opposition from
the Terwillegar community. After a

“

This is the right
project for the right
place.”

“Neighbours
integrate with
one another and
we’ve found this
to be a successful
Patti Holmstrom, Holy Trinity Riverbend Land Development Chair
and sustainable
(left), and Bishop Jane Alexander answer questions about the
community hub proposal at the open house, April 24.
approach.”
He explained
contentious town hall debate which
that
income
generated
from
saw community members raising
apartment rental fees will be invested
valid concerns about the project, the
back into the project and also in
diocese withdrew from the proposal.
people and resources to ensure
Bishop Jane said the diocese
smooth operation over the long term.
“learned a lot” from that experience,
“We want to lay roots in this
and has taken extra care to ensure
community and the hope is that we
“this is the right project for the right
will be welcomed,” he said.
place.” The church is working with
To date, plans for the community
a grassroots organization that values
hub and greenspace will include a
respectful, two-way communication
worship/celebration space, daycare,
with community “right up front,
café, green house and community
ahead of time” and throughout the
gardens to complement the project
development process.
that’s anchored by two and three“Before we go into a community,
bedroom apartments, with one
we want to become good neighbours,
parking stall per unit, and 50 parking
establish ourselves and establish
stalls for the church.
trust, so that you know this will be
“Holy Trinity Riverbend will
an enduring, long-lasting endeavor,”
gain a “brand new, energy efficient
said Cam McDonald, executive
church building that is fitted to
director of Right at Home who
meet the parish’s needs”; while
presented with Anne Stevenson,
Right at Home gains “land and the
board chair, at the open house.
opportunity to build new homes for
In the mixed income model,
Edmontonians,” said Stevenson.
about 25 per cent of the apartments
Recently, Right at Home
will be rented at below market rates
partnered
with Westmount
to families and individuals living
Presbyterian Church on an
on a lower income. The remaining
environmentally sustainable project
units will be offered at near market
incorporating affordable housing
value. “In this way, we can create
with worship and community space.
a diverse community that doesn’t
“We were approached by
stigmatize people,” said McDonald.
Westmount Presbyterian Church
about an aging property they could
no longer afford to maintain,” said
McDonald. “They had some land
and, just as importantly, they had
a commitment to social justice and
the desire to make our community
a better place.” The main focus of
this smaller scale, 16-unit project,
completed in 2016, was to provide
affordable homes for new Canadian
families. “We worked really hard
with the community to create a netzero housing project, church and
daycare,” he said.
Several people attending
the open house wanted to know
more about the process to screen
The community hub concept (inset) proposed for the four-acre Holy Trinity Riverbend
applicants. McDonald said that Right
property (above) in Terwillegar Towne, would include a worship/celebration space, mixedincome apartments for families and seniors, affordable daycare, a greenhouse, café and
at Home’s property management
community gardens.
partners, Ayre Oxford, will use a

Bishop Jane

comprehensive screening process,
including proof of income (T4) and
reference checks, to approve tenants.
Additionally, potential residents
applying for a subsidized unit will
be required to apply in person. Once
approved, tenants will sign a threemonth lease which will be extended
by the live-in property managers
should no issues arise.
As evidenced by several people
who commented at the open house,
traffic congestion is already a major
concern in Terwillegar Towne.
Residents worry this might become
an even greater problem when an
additional 200 residents move into
the new apartment complex.
Stevenson said a traffic engineer
will be brought in to assess the
situation and address concerns
over traffic flow and parking. She
encouraged community residents to
complete a feedback form and leave
their email address so Right at Home
can share information as it becomes
available.
For 35 years, Right at Home,
a community-based, not-for-profit
charity, has delivered safe, stable,
and affordable housing for more than
1,000 Edmontonians. Stevenson says
the “Terwillegar neighbourhood will
benefit from more housing options,
as well as investment and new
amenities in their community.”
According to the Edmonton
Coalition on Housing and
Homelessness: “when people live in
well-designed, well-managed, low
income, affordable housing evidence
shows they will be safer themselves
and will actively contribute to the
wellbeing of those around them.
Good, affordable housing prevents
crime and disorderly behaviour.”
Stevenson and McDonald stress
the development process is still
early on and they will be able to
answer more questions at the next
community consultation planned for
the fall.
Next steps for Right at Home
include signing a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Edmonton
diocese, hiring a design team and
applying for a building permit.
Construction on the project is
anticipated to begin in 2020.
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Bishops’ Corner

Welcome, acceptance, belonging and love central to Christian faith

A

my vision for our churches: that
s I write this column the
they become places of belonging,
world has marked the death
places of sharing, places of love.”
of two great Christians:
(Befriending the Stranger)
Rachel Held Evans, at age 37, and
These ideas of the church, the
Jean Vanier, at age 90. Words of
very body of Christ, as a place of
these people ring in my ears and
welcome, acceptance, belonging
resound in my heart as I try to
and, above all, love, these are
process the recent meeting of the
central to my faith. When you go
Anglican Consultative Council
to a church meeting, whether it is
(ACC17) in Hong Kong and look
a Bible study, a vestry meeting,
ahead to our own General Synod in
a synod or even the ACC, I think
July. Let me share their words first
Bishop JANE ALEXANDER
every person hopes to see, hear and
and then tell you why they are sitting
Diocese
of
Edmonton
experience the love of God. At the
with me.
First Rachel: “This is what God’s kingdom is
ACC wonderful things were spoken and shared
around how we live out our discipleship; how
like: a bunch of outcasts and oddballs gathered at a
the marks of mission shape our life. Archbishop
table, not because they are rich or worthy or good,
Justin Welby, in his opening remarks, said: “When
but because they are hungry, because they said yes.
I look at the millions of Anglicans around the
And there’s always room for more.” (Searching for
world serving faithfully as disciples of Christ in
Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church)
communion with each other - and the wonderful
Now Jean: “In the midst of all the violence
miraculous work they do - I cannot help but see
and corruption of the world God invites us today
God’s great plan at work in the world.” Powerful
to create new places of belonging, places of
sharing, of peace and of kindness, places where
stuff! We committed ourselves to live a more
Jesus-shaped life and ended that session with a
no-one needs to defend himself or herself; places
powerful singing of “When I survey the Wondrous
where each one is loved and accepted with one’s
Cross,” all voices singing out ‘love so amazing
own fragility, abilities and disabilities. This is

so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.’ We
learned about gender-based violence. We heard of
incredible responses in times of natural disasters
including powerful testimony from Archbishop
Thabo Makgoba of devastation in Mozambique.
We acknowledged and lamented the ongoing
climate crisis and how poverty and climate change
often affects the most vulnerable among us. We
passed big picture motions. We had glorious
worship and fellowship, deep prayer and times of
sharing. But then everything ground to a halt.
A motion came to the floor calling on the
ACC to call the church to commit to the process
agreed at Lambeth 1998 whereby provinces would
engage in listening processes with those who felt
marginalized because of their sexuality. This is the
preamble of the motion:
The Anglican Consultative Council,
reaffirming the respect and dignity of
persons as Children of God who have been
marginalised due to their human sexuality,
as articulated in the ‘Our Faith and Ethos’
section of the ACC Code of Conduct, and
that they should be fully included in the life
of the Anglican Communion...
Continued on page 11.

Opening our hearts to the Holy Spirit to honour and love one another

O

we honour them, simply because they
ne of my recent columns
are loved by the same Jesus as loves
invited feedback for future
us, and just as deeply. This does not
editions. I did receive a
mean, of course, we cannot have other
response (thanks, Wayne!) that
opinions or disagree. It does mean that
suggested a timely topic would address
the way we express it must be done in
how we approach controversial issues
a way that maintains the dignity and
as Christian people. Part of this was
value of the other.
mindful of the pending General Synod
This is true of both secular politics
and the weighty matters the synod will
and church politics. It is a bit sad that
face.
the latter concept even exists. However,
The note came in advance of
it does. This will be exposed again
the recent provincial election and
as delegates from across the country
also looked toward this fall’s federal
Bishop FRASER LAWTON
election. In short, wherever we
gather in Vancouver for General Synod.
Diocese of Athabasca
Sadly, some will arrive fully primed to
look right now, it seems, there are
enter into a political process patterned
controversies and opinions primed to
on the model shown by the world. The antidote for
enflame what passes for “discourse.” The same sort of
those of us who will attend is found in the preparation.
idea was raised as a topic for this month’s column from
I do not mean that in terms of rallying arguments
another person, too.
or networking allies or formatting strategy. The
There is a standard for Christians to demonstrate,
preparation we need is to be soaked in the ways of the
in terms of how we express our thoughts and enter into
Lord. This is something that takes time and intention.
debate. At the heart of all is what we have so recently
celebrated at Easter. Our God loved us so much that he
We tend to spill out that with which we have been
filled.
lived a human life, died a horrible death, but rose again
While it is very good to pray for the General Synod
– all out of a desire to save an unworthy, undeserving
meeting, it is even more important to pray for the hearts
and stubbornly lost humanity. To follow Jesus requires
us to show the same kind of love for others. This means
of those who will attend, especially our own selves. We
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have a tendency, at least some of us do, to engage in
prayer by telling God what ought to happen. We would
be better off by praying that we will be able to listen to
him and follow his direction. It is telling that very little
time goes to prayer and worship in comparison to the
time that goes into procedure, informing, and trying to
convince.
It is fitting that this issue of The Messenger arrives
at, or just after, the Feast of Pentecost. The coming of
the Holy Spirit on the disciples in the upper room was a
transformative moment. The disciples were empowered
to fulfill the mission given them by Jesus. God himself,
through the presence of the Holy Spirit, worked
through them. We need a transformation. The church’s
greatest need is not new legislation, or to conform to
the world, but to be transformed by the presence of the
Holy Spirit in its disciples.
The coming of the Spirit on the disciples on the
day of Pentecost was preceded by their obedient
waiting; filling the time by being together in prayer
and worship. This same option is open to us. We may
prepare for synod by spending time in prayer and
worship, especially in taking opportunities to do that
together; seeking that we may be filled with the Holy
Spirit and that his will be done in and through us.
The Lord be with you,
+Fraser
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Missional Discipleship

Recovery from Christendom: reclaiming Jesus as Evangelist

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for
Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

O

n we go in seeing
how we live Jesusshaped lives in this
post-Christendom world in
which we find ourselves!
First of all, we remember
what we have seen over past
articles: that it is Jesus, and
not ourselves, who must

define what a Jesus-shaped
life looks like and the
purpose He gives in us for
living it. And so we look to
Him as our example.
Last month we saw how
Jesus is not just the Good
Shepherd, but also RabbiTeacher. In our churches,
we have been comfortable
with these models through
the Christendom years, as
demonstrated by the strong
emphasis we put on our
priests being pastors and
teachers. But there is more
to Jesus and living a Jesusshaped life for both priest
and parishioner. In this
article we look at the first of
three other key aspects of
Jesus’ life and therefore what
a Jesus-shaped life – and a
Jesus-shaped church – must
contain.

When we look at how
Jesus lived, it’s obvious he
was attentive and intentional
about inviting others to
join in. He was not content
to show the nurturing love
of God only to those who
followed him. He was not
content to teach only those
who followed him the truth
about God. Proof, if it is
needed, that Jesus is more
than Shepherd and Teacher.
Jesus is also continually
seeking and inviting people.
It’s so interesting to see what
He does. Take just three
individuals as examples:
Zacchaeus the tax-collector
(Luke 19), the rich young
ruler (Mark 10) and the
Samaritan woman at the
well (John 4). Jesus engages
with each person and then
invites them further to

follow him. This is Jesus as
an evangelist!! I often hear
people describe Jesus as the
Good Shepherd or Teacher.
I rarely hear people describe
Jesus as the Evangelist.
I am sure that is because
we are so uncomfortable
with the word ‘evangelist’
and all the negative
connotations that word
generates for us. We often
work hard at showing love to
people, perhaps hoping that
is enough. Yet Jesus showed
love so that people would
follow him. We tend to break
the link between Jesus’
action and the invitation that
accompanied it.
When we read Luke 15,
in the parables of the lost
son, sheep and coin, we see
this searching and seeking
out of that which is lost,

proclaiming the very heart
of our God. As Jesus puts
it after his encounter with
Zacchaeus, “Today salvation
has come to this house… for
the Son of Man came to seek
and to save the lost.” (Luke
15:9-10)
So Jesus is Shepherd,
Teacher and Evangelist.
“I am the good shepherd.”
He says. “I know my sheep
and my sheep know me...
and I have other sheep that
are not of this sheep pen. I
must bring them also.” (John
10:14, 16 - emphasis mine)
Living a Jesus-shaped
life is to follow closely
our Jesus: Good Shepherd,
Teacher, Evangelist.
May God bless you
richly as you live your Jesusshaped life.
Richard

Word-of-Mouth Best Form of Advertising for the Gospel

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Archdeacon for
Mission Development
Diocese of Athabasca

R

ecently, the CBC
Radio Program,
Under the Influence,
had an episode about the
value of word-of-mouth
advertising, claiming that
word-of-mouth is the most
effective and cheapest
means of advertising by
a long shot. There were
examples of free giveaways
and magical examples
of business people being
available to chat with their
customers—not a call
centre employee, but the
actual president of a bank
in Oregon. Customers
were given a positive and
innovative experience of
the business and then just
naturally spoke about it
with others. The advertising
costs were reduced and

the beneficial impact was
increased. Word-of-mouth
works. The slogan of the
program was “Chatter
Matters.”
We don’t need an
advertising guru to tell
us this in the church.
We intuit it already
and enshrine it in our
discipleship development
and evangelism programs.
Chatter does matter.
But the content of
the chatter is absolutely
significant. Imagine the
advertising effect of
someone saying these
things, “Our church is
dying. We don’t have any
young people and our
finances are in the tank.”
Step one to shape the
content of the chatter:
create a positive climate
and experience in your
congregation. This will
require a focus not on the
past (“We used to be…”),
or on the present (“Our
problem is…”). Rather, we
will focus on the future to
which God is calling us.
We look for signs of God’s
redemption at work in and
through us. We eagerly look
forward to God’s innovation
in our midst. Not what was,
not what is, but what could
be if God were designing us.

this is not about turning
end, you might say, “What
Step two: we commit
your staff meeting into an
is God doing in your life?”
ourselves to holy chatter on
opportunity for evangelism.
Think about how you speak
behalf of God and his plan
to others casually about
This is not about the bank
for us. Most people are wary
teller telling the customer
your work or your family. It
of evangelism because they
about worship on Sunday
really is the same approach.
mistakenly presume that it is
Chatter does matter. We
or the teacher teaching
about convincing others that
her students how to vote
have always known that.
they are wrong. Convincing,
because of what God says.
But our society has robbed
convicting and condemning
This is about coffee time
us of our courage to chat.
others are never part of
So, let’s recover our bravery
when you get to say, “God is
God’s gospel or love.
by remembering Jesus’
doing this weird thing in my
Convincing, convicting and
life right now…” Or, “Guess promise to be with us and
condemning are always
what our church is doing…”
let’s recover our voices,
about the abuse of one’s
Or, even this, “We’re having
being convinced of his
own power to dominate and
commission. Word-of-mouth
a guest preacher on Sunday
control someone else. That’s
and I hear he’s crazy good— is by far the most effective
not evangelism. Evangelism
for an archdeacon.”
means of advertising and of
is chattering about what
You might even start
evangelism. Chatter matters.
God is doing in one’s own
your chat like this, “Can you
Let’s have a coffee and a
life, including what he is
chat, okay?
help me figure out what God
doing through the life of the
wants?” Then, towards the
church. It is to this that the
congregation must
be committed.
Step three: we
chat, frequently,
At Christ
consistently and
Church in Grande
maybe even
Prairie we are
continually. As
always thinking
of new ways to
disciples of Christ
use our building.
and ambassadors
It is fun to invite
of God, we seek
people in for a
to make the most
regular night of
of our seemingly
cards; in our case,
meaningless
Whist!
conversations
What
about God, about
community
his will and about
activities does
Back row, pictured from left: Whist players Joanne Perry,
our experience of
your parish host?
Beth Davis, Dennis Driver, Dale Gobin, Leo Perry.
Front row, pictured from left: Jean Driver, Beverly
him. Please note:

Cards at Christ Church

Dombrova, Bruce Dumbrova.

Photo by Jacki Gobin
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St. James’ welcomes installation of Honourary Canons
Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

T

wo members
of the Athabasca
diocese, one a
member of the laity and one
a member of the clergy, were
collated as Honorary Canons
of St. James’ Cathedral,
Peace River, on Sunday,
April 28, 2019.
Bishop Fraser Lawton
collated as canons Mr.
Peter Clarke, a long-time
member of St. Mark’s, High
Prairie; and the Rev. David
Greenwood, interim rector
of All Saints’, Athabasca.
People came from across
the vast diocese to celebrate
and take part in the service,
also the closing eucharist
for the ACW Conference,
and filled the church with
a resounding chorus of
“Alleluia Sing to Jesus,” the
processional hymn.
A lively moment
during the celebration saw
Athabasca Dean, the Very
Rev. Jason Haggstrom,
leading the children and
congregation in singing

and dancing to “I Wanna
changed by knowing Jesus.
Mr. Peter Clarke and the
We cannot stay the same
Rev. David Greenwood were
Boogie for Jesus,” sung
enthusiastically to the tune
once we let Jesus into our
presented for collation by the
lives. We want to learn
Ven. Terry Leer, archdeacon
of the Beatles’ “Twist and
more, which means we
for mission development;
Shout.”
grow, which leads to change,
the Rev. Danielle McKenzie,
The lectionary for the
second Sunday of Easter
bringing us closer to God
deacon, and the family
delivered a series of
and the cycle continues in
members of the candidates.
our lives. It is inevitable that
Bishop Lawton then
powerful messages: Acts
we shall change to become
appointed Clarke as the first
5:27-32; Revelations 1:4-8;
that ‘new wine in new wine
Lay Canon in the history of
culminating with the Holy
skins,’ (Matthew 9:14-17).
the diocese, installing him
Gospel of John 20:19-31,
and Jesus’
message to
His disciples:
“Blessed are
those who
have not
seen, and yet
have come to
believe.”
In her
sermon, Judith
Packwood,
keynote
speaker for
the ACW
Conference
on Prayer,
also in Peace
River, issued
a reminder
Pictured left: Bishop Fraser Lawton with Canon Peter Clarke, first Lay Canon in the diocese of
Athabasca. Photo by Craig Melin. Pictured right: The Rev. Canon David Greenwood with Bishop
that we are
Fraser and Mrs. Benita Greenwood. Photo by Greenwood family.

in the seat of Saint John
the Apostle; and installed
Greenwood as Canon in
the seat of Saint James the
Great. The new canons, now
members of the Bishop’s
Council, were escorted by
the Dean Haggstrom to
their respective stalls in
the Cathedral where they
received a blessing.
The music throughout
the service by Elaine
Leer and the wonderful
members of St. James’
Choir, as well as the
congregation, was
exceptional. It was a
glorious day, full of
joy, thanksgiving and
love. Thanks be to
God.
During the
fellowship that
followed the service,
the canons learned
of their newfound
privilege to preach in
the Cathedral, with the
Dean’s permission, of
course. There seemed
no great rush to do so,
it must be said.

Prayer focus transformational at Athabasca ACW conference
CANDACE MAHAFFEY
Christ Church
Grande Prarie

A

prayer-themed ACW
Conference, held on
the last weekend in
April in Peace River, was
an opportunity for women
of the Athabasca diocese to
spend time getting to know
one another in fellowship,
encouraging one another in
ministry and uplifting one
other in prayer.
We appreciated the
opportunity to practice many
of the prayer techniques
presented to us by our guest
speaker Judy Packwood.
One very good exercise for
me has been noticing God
when I am out walking. We
learned that praying while
peeling carrots, is also
effective. This, I am sure,
was very satisfying to all
the Martha’s present. As we
prayed for a word for one of
the ladies present, God let
us know we are seen, and
heard, as individuals and
intimately. Prayer is a way
to uplift one another as we

move along the journey
and Judy encouraged us
to start a prayer group in
our parishes. Even for a
Mary, arrow prayers, when
you are out and about, are
a blessing. I am thankful
for Judy whose teaching
Pictured from left: outgoing Coordinator Carmen Nicholson, newly appointed executive members Candace Mahaffey,
has forever changed my
Diocesan ACW Coordinator, Gail Shewchuk, Vice-Coordinator and Judy Flax, Treasurer.
perception of prayer.
the collation service for
in the conference, had
conference will be in
We thanked our outencouraged each one of us in
Colinton. Please plan to join
Honorary Lay Canon Peter
going diocesan coordinator
our
ministry.
us for a time of learning,
Clarke
and
the
Rev.
Canon
Carmen Nicholson for
fun, and fellowship.
David Greenwood at St.
Our next annual ladies’
her leadership over the
James’ Cathedral.
past three years and
The service was led
welcomed new leaders in
by Bishop Fraser
the following positions:
Lawton who, earlier Diocesan website: www.dioath.ca
Candace Mahaffey, diocesan
(includes sermons for lay readers for each Sunday)
coordinator; Gail
Shewchuk, viceThe Anglican Centre (archives
coordinator; Judy
for the Diocese of Athabasca)
Flax treasurer;
Phone: 780-624-2767
Edna Fix,
Fax: 780-624-2365
Peace Deanery
Email: dioath@telusplanet.net
representative;
Cathie Creaser,
Parish websites
Peace River: www.stjamespr.org
Athabasca Deanery
Fort McMurray, All Saints’:
representative.
www.allsaintsanglican.ca
On Sunday,
Fort McMurray, St. Thomas’:
April 28, 2019,
www.sttom.ca
we had the unique
Grande Prairie: www.christchurchanglicangp.org
opportunity to
Guest speaker Judith Packwood leads
Boyle: www.parishnorthernlights.org
several prayer ministries in Regina.
participate in
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Children take centre stage in Holy Week
CANDACE MAHAFFEY
Christ Church, Grande Prairie

D

o you wonder if you are
living the faith you profess?
Walking my own faith
journey I have learned a lot on the
way and have many wonderful
memories from the different stages. It
makes me appreciate interacting with
the children in
our community.
You can see
here we have
Pictured left: Celeste Mahaffey participates in
Stations of the Cross readings. Clockwise from
Dan doing
above: Dan Townson leads a children’s talk with
a children’s
Artemis Mahaffey, Zooey Meyers, Khloe Mahaffey,
talk with the
and Kaden and Nicolas Thyssen; Jade, Ugo and
palm branches. Melanie Isigozo receive foot washing from the Rev.
Fariborz Khandani.
We also have
children
participating in Maundy Thursday getting their feet washed.
We had children reading in the Stations of the Cross. I
know we are living our faith well when I see these children
wanting to be involved.
We can deepen our journey by looking around and
seeing the young people in our lives waiting to be asked
to participate. It is when we participate, we start to belong.
The future of our church is here and for those coming out of
Lent needing more, look around. There is so much to do and
maybe living our faith is not as difficult as we sometimes
think.

High Prairie Holy Week Bible Proclamation
an inspiration to many
Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

F
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or the past few years, the
Christian churches in High
Prairie have come together
to present many community events
such as the Live Nativity, held the
first Friday in Advent.
More recently, the Bible Reading
Proclamation, held during Holy
Week, drew 30 participants from
various churches in town. Instituted
by St. Mark’s, this is one
a way we can invite our
brothers and sisters in Christ
to help us celebrate the
Christian seasons.
This year those of us
taking part gathered at St.
Mark’s to read aloud God’s Word
from 1 pm on Passion Sunday until 5
pm on Maundy Thursday, for a total
of 76 hours. We did take respites
between midnight and 6 am each
morning. The readers ranged from a
pre-teen to octogenarians and came
from a diverse range of backgrounds.
The one thing we had in common
was the need to proclaim the word of
God.
We set up a table and chair at
the top of the chancel steps. There
is a light to assist readers who can
access several versions of the Holy
Bible. The readers are not always

accustomed to reading aloud in
church and some choose to bring
their own Bible, or their phone
or tablet, whatever makes them
comfortable. We use a simple flipover card system, whereby the reader
indicates which book and chapter
they are reading. This helps anyone
coming in to listen, or to read, to
follow along in a pew bible.

proclamation, our priest thought
it a nice idea. The parish took a
little more convincing, especially
as I proposed we run for 24
hours a day. Right from that very
first proclamation readers have
expressed their joy and a sense of
comfort at taking part in this event.
Over the years I have noticed an
almost addictive sense from some
participants; they want
to return again and
The one thing we had in
again.
common was the need to
One person
has, over the years,
proclaim the word of God.”
increased her amount
of reading time each
Our town is a bit of a last-minute
year. This time she read for a total
volunteer town. A week before the
of 13 hours at various times, and
start we had 20 one-hour time slots
she lives 50 km from our town - a
filled. After canvassing for readers
real commitment.
at a Gospel Singing at the Nazarene
Indeed, we do not just read
Church, another 10 spots were filled.
at the church, but also take turns
During the following week more
reading in the local nursing home
people signed up, but it was not until
and at the senior’s lodge, where we
the second day of the proclamation
are always welcomed.
before we had enough readers. That
We truly try to proclaim God’s
is often the way. God provides. It
Word to all of High Prairie. This year
reminds me of the manna in the
we garnered a person who wishes for
desert coming day by day, as it was
a bible study, and in the process of
needed.
the proclamation developed a better
When I first suggested, almost
sense of bond with our Christian
20 years ago, that we host this
brothers and sisters in the town. It

“

Shared Meal
Maundy
Thursday
Highlight
Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

A

few years ago St. Mark’s, High
Prairie was without an incumbent
priest. Our parish was in a state of
tension but had the resolve to continue.
During those three years we were
blessed to have regular eucharist services
with visiting clergy. However at some
times of year, such as Holy Week and
Easter, those priests were needed in their
own parishes. We grew concerned during
Lent that first year about whether we
would have a Maundy Thursday service
with foot-washing.
I spoke with the Archdeacon for
Mission Development, Canon Terry
Leer, about what could be arranged. We
had a number of lay readers, so surely
something must be possible. In the course
of our discussions it was suggested that
we all share a meal together before the
service. It would not be a Seder but, rather,
a commemoration of that last supper.
In a bold move we decided to have
the meal inside the church, not the church
hall. We rearranged pews for the seating
and set a couple of tables in the aisle. Then
14 of us sat down to meatless dishes of the
kind that may have been served that last
night before our Lord was arrested. A great
variety of foods with a Mediterranean
connection were enjoyed by all. Our
conversation that evening centered on
what ‘small talk’ might have been heard
that night so long ago. Our thoughts were
solemn.
After the meal we smoothly
transitioned into a service which Canon
Leer had provided for us from a US
Episcopal church. We then moved into the
BAS service for the day. It was my joy to
lead the service and offer the foot-washing
to those present. As we stripped the altar
and hangings, there was a unifying sense
that the occasion had been observed with a
combination of solemnity and reverence.
While we are fortunate to have an
incumbent priest, we have continued this
tradition since 2013. What began as a
somewhat daring adventure for us, lest we
upset our bishop, has now become a point
of reference. Each year, an hour after the
Bible Reading Proclamation has finished,
we continue to gather at the pews and
tables to share a glorious meal in God’s
name and to praise and worship Him.

was a very blessed time. We had
read from Genesis to Galatians
by our time to end. An hour after
completion of the proclamation
we shared a meal in the church for
the start of the Maundy Thursday
service.
Thanks be to God.
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‘Healing of Memories’ key to work of reconciliation
The Rev. STEPHANIE LONDON
St. Thomas, Sherwood Park

lepers and bees.
Most days, we sat in a
circle and listened and shared,
n March, Quinn Strikwerda and
analyzed and learned, until
I traveled to South Africa to
the walls were papered with
participate in the Introduction to
flip chart pages. Immersing
Healing of Memories International
ourselves in each other’s stories
Training Course.
and cultural experiences, we
Fr. Michael Lapsley, SSM,
participated in and trained to
Honorary Canon for Healing and
facilitate first- and secondReconciliation for the Diocese of
stage Healing of Memories
Edmonton, and the keynote speaker
workshops. One day,
of our last synod
we traveled by bus to
(2017), founded
Our human family shares deep
Cape Town to walk
the Institute for
pain that continues to affect our
through the history
Healing of Memories
of the region from
relationships
and
decisions.”
in 1998. It was
the perspective of its
initially developed
Electricity cycled on and off in twoindigenous people. Another
to complement the work of South
hour
blocks,
the
effect
on
the
power
time, we joined in a community
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
grid of Cyclone Idai in Mozambique,
conversation on genderCommission, providing a venue for
or
perhaps
of
government
corruption.
based violence in one of the
people to identify and attend to scars,
Quinn and I were the two
townships. A guest speaker
wounds and traumas from the past
Canadians in a group of 19 from
joined us to talk about his
that continue to affect their lives and
around
the
world:
Namibia,
Burma,
work in wealthy schools with
relationships.
the UK, Mozambique, Zimbabwe,
highly privileged youth. “If
Much of the conference took
Germany,
the
United
States,
Finland
we get them to recognize their
place at the Christian Brothers
and South Africa. We were Muslim
privilege as teenagers,” he said,
Centre in Stellenbosch, Western
and Christian and ‘none of the
“then when they are leaders
Cape. The hour drive from Cape
above.’
Some
had
studied
war
and
in the workforce and in South
Town took us past miles and miles
others carried its scars on their skin.
African society, perhaps they
of townships, where the official end
Highly
educated
professionals
shared
will do things differently.”
of institutionalized racism in South
with self-taught street kids and
Underneath each other’s
Africa (1994) has not made much
subsistence farmers. I, as an ordained
stories, we uncovered the
practical difference for the hundreds
woman,
sat
beside
a
staunch
Roman
same wounds. The effects of
of thousands of people who live
Catholic monk. We talked about
injustices, greed, imperialism
there. The retreat centre was in the
and subjugation smolder
everywhere. In the
same way that suffering
connects our individual
stories, our human
family shares deep pain
that continues to affect
our relationships and
decisions.
As we in the Anglican
Church in Canada
continue to wrestle with
the wide-reaching effects
of our own colonial
history, we hope that
Healing of Memories
will be able to provide an
important contribution to
this significant work.

I

middle of wine country, ringed by a
hedge lined with barbed wire and an
electrified gate. Inside, a road edged
with trees led past a sparkling pond,
with a resident flock of pink-legged
ducks I didn’t recognize. Grape vines
blanketed the land to the left, while
up the hill to the right, half an hour
of walking through the trees led to
the foot of a red-rocked mountain
and views almost to the sea.

“

Institute for
Healing of
Memories
The Institute for Healing of
Memories (IHOM) seeks to contribute to
lasting individual and collective healing
that makes possible a more peaceful
and just future.
Since the 1990s, we have
facilitated workshops and events that
enable people from different racial,
religious and social backgrounds
to reach a better understanding of
themselves and of each other.
Our work has grown out of South
Africa’s unique history and our need to
remain attentive to how our divided
past can impact on us both individually
and as communities and as a nation.
We believe that when personal
stories are heard and acknowledged,
individuals feel healed and empowered
and dignity is restored; at the same
time, bridges can be built across
communities and a common path
forged based on mutual understanding
and shared values.
IHOM’s programmes are built
around three central objectives:
• Prevention: Breaking the cycle
of dehumanisation, by which victims
frequently become victimisers.
• Healing: Restoring an enduring
dignity, purpose and hope to
marginalised individuals and
communities.
• Empowerment: Making new
pathways possible by equipping
individuals with the emotional tools to
retake charge of their own lives.
https://www.healing-memories.org/
about/about.html

Pictured far left: Fr Michael Lapsley leads prayer with peace symbols.

Pictured from left: Quinn Strikwerda participating in workshop at Healing of Memories Institute; Sr. Daria and Fr. Alfred with Stephanie London and Quinn Strikwerda on an outing to
Stellenbosch; Stephanie London and members of her team at the Delft community conversation on gender-based violence.
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St. Thomas parishioners tour Masjid in the Park Mosque
SCOTT MONTGOMERY
St. Thomas, Sherwood Park

A

bout 40 enthusiastic St.
Thomas parishioners were
given an opportunity to tour
Sherwood Park’s newly-opened
Masjid in the Park Mosque at the
end of March. Overall, they found
the mosque to be a beautiful and
welcoming place of worship. (Masjid
is Arabic for bow down in prayer).
Divided into two groups for
the tour, parishioners’ had many
questions about the facility and the
Islamic faith which were cheerfully
answered by female tour guides,
whose heads were covered by a
hijab, or headscarf. For example, the
meaning and purpose of “Wuḍū” was
explained as an Islamic requirement
of purification - ablution (ritual
washing) prior to salat (formal
prayers), said by the faithful five
times a day. Some parts of Islam
were observed to be not dissimilar to
our Christian faith.
While one group toured,
remaining parishioners gathered in
a common meeting room to discuss
the experience with our mosque
hosts. At the conclusion of the
tours, all parish members gathered

in the common room to listen to
two representatives including Dr.
Muhammad Sabir, a senior member
and founder of the mosque, and his
daughter Mariam Farooq as they
responded to parishioners’ questions
which had been supplied in advance.
An invitation was extended to
the mosque’s members to participate
with Sherwood Park churches in
common purpose community events
and it was positively received.
Anyone is welcome to visit and
request a tour of the mosque. St.
Thomas may plan another visit in
the fall for parishioners interested in
learning more about the Islamic faith
and the Masjid Mosque.

St. Thomas parishioners receive a guided tour of Masjid in the Park mosque in Sherwood Park.

Pictured left: visitors have an opportunity to ask questions about the new worship space and the Islamic faith. Pictured right: Mariam Farooq
and her father, Dr. Muhammad Sabir, respond to queries.

Diocese of Edmonton priests join interfaith Habitat build
Pictured from left:
Jonathan Crane,
David Tiessen and
Mike Van Boom.
All appear very
comfortable in their
roles as construction
workers with
the Habitat for
Humanity Faith
Leaders Build
Project.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

T

he annual Habitat for
Humanity Interfaith-Works
Project provided a special
opportunity for faith leaders this
year. Nine members of Edmonton’s
various faith communities donned
hard hats and steel-tipped boots at
Carter Place, on May 1, to help put
the finishing touches on homes for
hardworking Edmonton families.
“The first faith leader’s build
went very well,” said Michael Van
Boom, interfaith network animator
for Capital Region Interfaith
Housing Initiative (CRIHI). “I heard
from several leaders how nice it
was to be able to just come out to
something that you didn’t have to
organize or rally volunteers for.
They enjoyed the opportunity to do
something different for a day, and
the opportunity to work together
with people from another faith or
tradition.” The inaugural year of
the faith leaders’ build saw strong
participation from the Christian
community and Van Boom hopes to
be able to welcome representatives
of an even broader range of faith
communities next year.
“We’ll do this again,” says

Van Boom, who notes that Habitat
provides excellent teachers and
supervisors. “It’s inspiring to work
alongside volunteers from different
backgrounds in doing something
good and beautiful to help a
neighbour.”
The project also provided faith
community members with a chance
to learn about other traditions.
“Going in, I knew little about the
Eckankar community as it is pretty
small. It was interesting to hear
about some of the key tenets of their
faith and how they think and live,”
says Van Boom.

Faith leaders at the Habitat for Humanity Carter Place build enjoy a well-deserved lunch break.
Pictured, left to right, back row, are: Len Gierach, Eckankar; Cameron Burns, associate priest of
St. John the Evangelist; Bev Sesink, Calvary Community Church; Jonathan Crane, rector of St.
Augustine of Canterbury; CRIHI Interfaith Network Animator Mike Van Boom, Christian Reformed
Church. Front row: David Tiessen, rector of St. Matthias; Becky Luckert, the Society of Friends
(Quakers); Roy Stewart, Eckankar; Kevin Kraglund, rector of St. Patrick.
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The Spiritual Exercises: Uncover the Heart of your Call
This special series on
spirituality and various spiritual
practices is hosted by members of
the Diocese of Edmonton Spiritual
Direction Network. This month’s
article has been provided by a
team of three at St. Augustine of
Canterbury, who have a particular
love for Ignatian spirituality.
The Rev. DAN ASH, PAT JAMESON,
The Rev. JONATHAN CRANE
St. Augustine of Canterbury, Edmonton

H

ave you ever heard
people refer to the
Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius? They may have nodded
enthusiastically and exchanged
knowing looks and you may have
wondered what on earth they were
talking about! Loyola Press – a
major source of references on the
Spiritual Exercises – describes them
as “a compilation of meditations,
prayers, and contemplative practices
developed by St. Ignatius of
Loyola to help people deepen their
relationship with God.”
The exercises are a structured
and guided approach designed to
uncover the heart of our call to serve
God and God’s people.
St. Ignatius in his time (14911556), developed them as a tool to
help young men discern if they were
indeed called to serve as a Jesuit

and to take up the potential dangers
of being sent all over the world in
witness to God (think the movie The
Mission).
Originally, the Spiritual
Exercises were used within a 30day silent retreat. There remain a
number of retreat houses in the world
where you can still do this, but the
Exercises are more commonly used
these days as a 30-week “Retreat in
Daily Life.”
The structure of the weeks is a
progressive immersion in scripture
and prayer; they are not primarily an
intellectual study of the scriptures,
but a personal experience of the life
of Jesus through prayer. The process
allows us grow in our ability to
hear how deeply the Spirit of God
is speaking to our spirit through the
scriptures.
The exercises are broken into
four sections, or movements of
prayer through the 30 weeks.
Theme I: God’s Love. The
exercises begin with an immersion
in the love of God which invites us
into a generous offering of our whole
selves just as we are.
Theme II: Invitation. The
second movement focusses on God’s
hope for the world as it is expressed
in the gift of Jesus and his ministry
and our call to follow Jesus and
participate in this life.

Theme III: Suffering. We walk
alongside Jesus in the suffering of
his self-offering.
Theme IV: Resurrection. In
the last set of prayers, we share
with Jesus in his rising to new life.
We share in living out the life and
ministry of the risen Christ.
The whole process invites us
into a deeper awareness of the
particularities of our own call to
ministry.
We often find that the Spiritual
Exercises lead us to discern God’s
movement in us and gives us tools
to continue growing in this daily
practice.
This process is not designed to
be done on one’s own, but with an
experienced director who can help
us reflect on God’s movement in our
lives.
The exercises are geared
particularly to moments in our lives
when we are experiencing transition
and change, when we are discerning
a change of our vocations, or simply
seeking a deeper relationship with
God. The exercises have potential to
be transformative and people may
find a huge shift between their life
before the exercises and their life
after the exercises.
If you are wondering where
God is calling you, come, set aside
space to walk through the exercises

with one of several experienced
directors in our diocese. We invite
you to move towards gratitude for
who God is and what God has given,
and freedom to serve God in full
generosity.
If you would like to find out for
yourself and interested in learning
more, please send an email to
ignatianspirit46@gmail.com.
We intend to facilitate a Spiritual
Exercises Retreat in Daily Life with
a small group of participants to run
from September 2019 to May 2020.

A man of action, St. Ignatius of Loyola started
his career as a soldier, the beginnings of his
spiritual journey taking place as he recovered
from an injury received in battle. He founded
the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1534.

Maundy Thursday service:
“Do as I have done to you...”

Bishop Jane Alexander led a Blessing of Oils and Reaffirmation of Ordination Vows
Service for clergy in Edmonton diocese on Maundy Thursday at All Saints’ Cathedral.
She invited clergy forward for a ceremony of foot-washing. Pictured clockwise, from
left: Rebecca Harris, Adenike Yesufu, Chris Pappas and Neil Gordon.

This is a weekend for couples and singles,
those new to church and those looking for new inspiration
in their faith journey.
Ask your parish clergy for an application form,
visit www.edmontoncursillo.ca
or contact dwholehouse@gmail.com
REGISTER SOON—SPACE IS LIMITED!
Come—explore new ways to enrich your Christian
life in the Anglican tradition.

10 THE MESSENGER

Outreach

JUNE-JULY 2019

PWRDF helping women take control of their own lives

I

have been thinking about this
lives of their children.
philosophical question: is
In parts of Burundi, a cultural
it better to live a struggling
belief views the number of children
existence, unaware that others in the
a women bears as a sign of personal
world do not share your challenges,
accomplishment. Most women
or to know that, in most of the world,
hope to have at least eight children.
people have opportunity and choice?
Unfortunately, many husbands
This thought was triggered by
choose to abandon their growing
award-winning author and women’s
families, leaving the mother to feed,
right’s advocate, Sally Armstrong,
clothe and care for their children
referring to an experience on one of
alone. With your help PWRDF is
her early trips to Afghanistan. She
working to enable these women to Alphonsine and her youngest children waiting at a Village Health
DOROTHY
MARSHALL
encountered many women who, had
support their families.
Works Clinic.
PWRDF Representative
not had access to information from
An example of this is
Health Works runs programs to encourage
Diocese of Edmonton
the “outside” world and, therefore,
Alphonsine Akizimana, an
husbands to be more involved in their wife’s
had no idea that other people lived
abandoned mother of seven, who is
pregnancies and raising their children. In this rural
differently. The photos on her cellphone told them
now a beneficiary of PWRDF’s All Mothers and
culture, women do the vast majority of work,
a different story and shocked and in disbelief they
Children Count project. As she struggles to keep
especially on farms, whereas men often control
asked her, “How can this be?”
her family healthy, she relies on the support of a
the assets. Improving the divisions of labour and
This can work in the opposite way.
community health worker from PWRDF
increasing women’s roles in decision-making and
We become so comfortable in our own
partner Village Health Works. This project
asset-control is one of the program’s objectives.
existence that we are oblivious to the fact
focuses on helping women take control
Fathers are encouraged to accompany women to
that, for an incredible number of people,
of their own lives. Part of this work trains
medical appointments where they receive vital
our reality is unfathomable. An important
women to be model farmers that they
information on nutrition and family planning.
part of the work of our Anglican church’s
might share their farming expertise with
Community health workers also provide home
Primate’s World Relief and Development
others. After the training the women are
visits to offer support. This project empowers
Fund (PWRDF) is making us aware
given seeds and supplies which enable
women and also educates men by emphasizing the
of people who need our support. This awareness
them to increase the viability of their small farms
health and wellbeing of mothers throughout their
enables us to walk alongside people; equipping
and feed their families a balanced, nutritious diet.
pregnancy, as well as their children.
them with life-changing resources.
They sell their surplus crop for income, enabling
Please check out our website at
Many of our current PWRDF projects are
them to make improvements to their home and pay
www.pwrdf.org to find more information about
focused on empowering women, and supporting
their children’s school fees. In effect, this farmer
our work. If you would like to be involved at a
men to become better fathers. In this month
training enables these women to give their children
parish level, please speak to your rector or contact
of June, as we celebrate “Father’s Day” I am
a future.
Dorothy Marshall at
reminded of the important role fathers play in the
In addition to agricultural training, Village
pwrdf@edmonton.anglican.ca .

All Saints’ Cathedral bids fond farewell to rector Neil Gordon continued
Continued from Front Page.
Gordon family. On behalf of All Saints’,
Learning to accept God’s love, he
Mary-Lou Cleveland presented Neil and
said, is the “great gift I’ve received from
Sue with gifts they can enjoy at home
this place. I prayed for you people, I
with their dog Ellie and on their next
prayed with you, but I never really prayed
trip to Los Angeles. Members of the
for myself.” With the support of the
Cathedral made a Book of Gratitude for
Cathedral community – one member in
their beloved leader. It was inscribed with
particular insisted he was going to know
the following words of appreciation:
that Jesus loved him whether he liked it
Dear Neil,
or not- he was eventually “able to let God
You have been a pillar for our All
heal me and love me.”
Saints’ Cathedral family.
Looking around the congregation
You have touched our hearts and
and seeing familiar faces from his home
minds in unique and loving ways.
parish of St. Mary’s, Ponoka; as well as Neil Gordon preaches his last sermon as rector of All Saints’ Cathedral and dean of
All of us are grateful for your
Edmonton; opening gifts with his parents Alan and Kay Gordon and wife Susan Bercov.
St. John’s, St. Matthias’, St. Matthew’s
commitment to our congregation and this
Photos: Doug Cowan
and St. Thomas’, he said: “Today I feel
church.
loved by God. He is absolutely present in this
You have taught us that we are followers
place. I’ve seen His presence in your lives; in the
of Jesus, not fans, and that there is a fine line
lives of the people we serve and I feel it in my
between Heaven and Earth.
life. Thank you for teaching me a big lesson that
You also told us that God has an individual
I’m still trying to learn. I look forward to growing
plan for each one of us. All we need to do is listen
up now that I’m retired. May God bless all of
and follow.
you.”
You have led this flock and can bask in
A letter from Bishop Jane Alexander, who
the knowledge that we are capable of radical
was participating in Anglican Consultative
discipleship and outrageous reconciliation.
Council meetings in Hong Kong, was read to the
It only took nine years!!!!!
will be a comfort to you all during this time of
congregation announcing the Ven. Alan Perry as
Blessings to you and Sue as you begin this
transition,”
she
wrote.
acting Dean of Edmonton beginning May 1, 2019:
new journey,
Following the service, members of the
“Alan is looking forward to continuing his work
With much love, blessings and prayers, All
congregation enjoyed a potluck lunch with the
here at All Saints’ and I believe that his familiarity
Saints’ Cathedral Congregation.
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Ecumenical Easter Vigil “family service in its fullest sense”

Pictured, clockwise from left: outside St. Augustine of Canterbury, Edmonton Mark Vigrass
holds the paschal candle while Jonathan Crane leads the Service of the Light; clergy from St.
Augustine, Grace United, St. David and St. Patrick churches invite Easter Vigil congregants
to Holy Communion; a member of Grace United Church participates in the Easter Liturgy by
candlelight.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

O

n the most holy night of the
Christian church year, when
our Lord passed from death
to life, members of the Anglican
parishes of St. David, St. Patrick and
St. Augustine of Canterbury came
together with Grace United Church
in Edmonton to celebrate Jesus’
resurrection.
“Across the globe Christians
of different stripes are gathered to
pray with one another and, as they
pray, we pray with them; centered
around the story of salvation that
has brought us here,” said the
Rev. Jonathan Crane, rector of
St. Augustine’s. “We’re joined
together remembering how Jesus is
a light in our lives; how His word
becomes like fire, burning up what
is not becoming of true humanity.
Tonight we are reminded that the
resurrection is our birth.”
As the sun began to set, the joint
congregation gathered at the foot of
St. Augustine’s steps to celebrate the
Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 20.
Jonathan and his son Noah kindled
the new Easter fire from which
the paschal candle, carried by the
Rev. Mark Vigrass, deacon at St.

Patrick’s, was lit to share the light of
Christ with worshipers.
Clergy and laity from all four
churches, including members of
the Filipino congregation at St.
Patrick’s, led the service – a renewal
of faith, and celebration of new
beginnings.
“This is a family service in its
fullest sense,” said the Rev. Jonathan
Crane in his sermon. “We are the
whole Church in a time when the
world is changing very rapidly,” he
said. “If this night is a prayer for
the family of the church, we look at
our world and know how deeply the
Church is divided, estranged, fearful
and confused. I speak both of the
global church where we deal with
issues on the ground that threaten
our congregations, but also of the
church universal throughout the
world, of divided denominations,
of miscommunication and
misunderstandings that become
doctrinal debates and schisms
logged across continents.
“The church is changing but
the root is the same. Our God is the
same. In our leanings and in our
listening we will find our way. We
know that we come to this place, to
this night, the Easter season, with a
whole smattering of hopes. We find

ourselves open for restoration. The
season of celebration is upon us.
“Announce to your soul that
suffering has not had the last word.
Announce to your soul that the
same power that raised Jesus from
the dead lives now within you.
Announce to your soul that we have
been born of resurrection, and that
the joy we find this night is a small
glimmer of what God is doing in
the world by bringing hope in a
thousand ways.
“We are a people and a family
of the church; a people who press on
in the face of struggle in our world
and continue to build a new way for
generations to come.”
As Crane concluded his
sermon, members of St. Augustine’s
Altar Guild streamed down the
church aisles to dress the altar,
light candles and fill the sanctuary
with Easter lilies. For the Rev.
Chelsea Masterman, a member of
the Grace United Church ministry
team, this moment was particularly

meaningful: “When we celebrated
the rising of Christ and God’s power
over death, at the time when it is
traditional to ring bells, suddenly
all the sanctuary was blossoming
with decorations.” In addition to
the Easter Vigil, the ministry team
at Grace, including the Rev. Anna
Constantin, has partnered with St.
Augustine’s for Blue Christmas and
Ash Wednesday services.
During the eucharist, Masterman
was invited to join the other clergy
in saying the words of institution,
a gesture she also found deeply
moving. “As a minister from another
tradition, I felt honoured to join in
that moment. We held each other in
the space, our voices and our pauses
weaving in and out of the narrative.
And along with the congregation,
we remembered together the story
of the Living Word who gave body
and blood for love of the world,” she
said.
The “incredibly rich and
beautiful” Easter Vigil celebration
is a reminder that we are all part
of one extended family that Jesus
creates through baptism, said the
Rev. Renée Desjardins, rector of St.
David’s.
A special moment for Desjardins
came near the end of the vigil when
the clergy lit their lanterns with the
paschal candle and carried the New
Easter Light back to their parishes.
Alleluia Christ is Risen!

Welcome, acceptance, belonging and love central to Christian faith continued
Continued from page 3.
Why did we grind to a halt?
Because we debated the word ‘fully’
and people said that that could imply
too much for those who felt that
LGBTQ2+ people could not be a part
of all the ministry of the church. Then
the word ‘included’ was debated and,
again, people said, ‘no,’ that implied
too much. The words were changed to
‘fully welcomed’ and, again, ‘fully’ was
removed and then ‘welcomed.’ Soon the
room would not or could not reaffirm
‘respect and dignity.’ I am being really
honest by telling you my heart broke as

I saw the crumbling of our baptismal
covenant. Affirming the dignity of
EVERY human being is a part of who
we are. Welcoming and including others
into the body of Christ is to affirm
their place in God’s family, and trust
that Jesus will continue his work of
transformation in all of us together.
In the end, a very different motion
was proposed and accepted out of love
and respect for Archbishop Welby and
for the whole communion. A listening
process will happen, but the cornerstone
of the issue was the respect and dignity
of all children of God; their welcome
and their inclusion in the life of the body

was the big issue and it was missing.
You may read this and think it is a small
thing - but for me it is foundational. It
breaks my heart that an Instrument of
the Communion cannot say these things.
Looking forward then to General
Synod when we will discuss some
really big issues: an Indigenous
Self Determining Church, human
relationships seen through the sacrament
of marriage, and the work of the
church across the country. In all our
conversations, across any theological
divides, in our Christian unity may we
see, and hear, Christ in one another,
and respect the dignity of every human

being so that love is on our lips. Then,
and only then, will our church look like
the church Vanier dreamt of.
I pray that at our closing eucharist
we will all be present, and that Rachel
Held Evan’s words will be true for us:
This is what God’s kingdom is like: a
bunch of outcasts and oddballs gathered
at a table, not because they are rich
or worthy or good, but because they
are hungry, because they said yes. And
there’s always room for more.
In Christ, +Jane
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St. Augustine Parkland’s marvelous Messy Easter

At St. Augustine Parkland, we held a combination service of Messy Church Easter Vigil led by Rev. Billy and Rev. Aaron. Seventy parents and children attended. All families
were invited to offer prayer, make noise with instruments they made themselves and learn about the New Fire, Baptism and Holy Eucharist. There were also six Messy
Baptisms at this service! At the Holy Eucharist children were invited up around the eucharistic table to learn about the breaking of the Body of Christ and Easter faith.
Messy Church finished off with a chocolate Easter egg hunt and a feast of finger foods afterwards. The risen Christ was truly present in this celebration of our first Easter
Messy Church, Alleluia!
Submitted by Dana Hunter Isenor

Christ Church annual
community Easter Egg Hunt
For the past few years a highlight of Holy Week activities at Christ Church in
Edmonton has been Oliver’s Greatest Easter Egg Hunt, held the morning of Holy
Saturday. This year dozens of families from the church community and surrounding
Oliver neighbourhood congregated in the church hall and on the church lawn for
crafts, games, singing and, of course, the great hunt! Bunny-eared children searched
with wonderment, excitedly filling their colourful Easter baskets with hundreds, if
not thousands, of chocolate eggs hidden in every nook and cranny, on every surface,
inside and outside the church.
Photos: Margaret Glidden

Friendship, Faith and Fun!

BASE CAMP 2019
Same Mind,
Same Love

Youth Leaders
Welcome!

YOUTH DAZE 2019
AUG 30 TO SEPT 1

July 21-26, 2019
Sir Winston Churchill Provincial Park
Lac La Biche

TEEN TIME RANCH

Info Coming Soon to Parishes

www.edmonton.anglican.ca

