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Sermon for Trinity 7
Romans 6:17-23    Ps. 34:11-15   Mark 8:1-9
 Paul says, in Romans 6, we were once “slaves of sin.” Sin was our boss. We had to do what the boss said.
 So, what would that look like? Let’s put a capital “S” on Sin, and imagine what he would look like.

 Imagine a huge, muscular, mean-looking guy with a whip in one hand, and a big club in the other hand. And this guy barks out orders. He says, “Go eat way more food than you need. Eat way too much. Make yourself sick.”

 He says, “I order you to be greedy. I order you to spend your grocery money on lottery tickets or the casino. Now go do it.” And he cracks the whip. We go and do what he says. We are his slaves, after all.
 Now that’s just a make-believe picture of how Sin controls us. Actually, Sin is more sneaky. Instead of yelling at us, Sin says, “Enjoy yourself. You like food. It gives you pleasure. More food = more fun. What could go wrong?”
 Sin does not mention the problems of eating badly. The same goes for lotteries and casinos. Sin never mentions the way that your money drains away for the sake of a single win. Sin whispers, “You could be a big winner.” But Sin never mentions that everyone else loses their money.
 So whether Sin is loud, or whispers to us, we obey.

 Paul says in Romans 6, “Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one you obey- whether you are slaves to Sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness. You have been set free from Sin, and have become slaves to righteousness.”
 Slaves of righteousness. That’s interesting. What would that look like? Let’s try putting a capital “R” on Righteousness, and imagine what it might look like. Let’s imagine Righteousness as a strong grandmother.
 Let’s imagine a woman who is neither young nor old, but certainly has lived a full life. No matter what the situation, she says, “I can do all things though him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
 Righteousness has an inner strength that comes from knowing God personally. Her character has been formed by the character of God.

 Righteousness has raised many children. She teaches them what is right, and what is wrong, because she herself lives by what is right, and she says “No” to wrong, every time.
 All her children know that Righteousness has a very big heart, but they don’t dare lie to her, or break her rules, for there will be definite consequences.

 It is not her word that is law; it is the word of the Lord that is law in her house. And there is always room at her table, for those who love the Lord.

 Now, there you have two pictures. Sin and Righteousness. Sin is a sneaky bully. Righteousness is strong, loving, and wise.
 Whose house would you rather live in? Who would you rather serve? A slave of Sin or a slave of Righteousness?
 Oh, and by the way, you must choose one or the other, for as Jesus says, talking about Money, “No one can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and Money.”

  Speaking of money, we’ve all known people who are slaves of Money, with a capital M. Money can be a sneaky slave-master. Money is a good and useful tool in our hands, but Money is a bad master over our lives.
 It would be very strange to say, “I want to be a slave.” Slavery usually means forced labour, and harsh treatment.
 Did you know it was an Anglican, William Wilberforce, as a member of parliament in Britain in the 1800’s, who was the main person behind the abolition of slavery by Britain? Wilberforce was driven by his Christian conviction that forced slavery is wrong.
 Paul often uses the word “slave” in his letters. As many as one in five people in the Roman Empire of Bible times were a slave. Many were labourers, but slaves could also be teachers, or household servants. It was common for a trusted slave to manage a master’s business. That is called a “steward.” In Jesus’ stories, a master might trust a slave enough to give him a massive amount of money to invest, as in the parable of the talents.

 You could also be freed from slavery, and the Bible encourages slaves to do it, if they can. So, forced slavery was not seen favourably in Bible times.
 Paul often talks about slaves, but he usually means moral and spiritual slavery. Anyone can be a slave to Sin.
 Drug addicts and gambling addicts are not the only slaves to sin.
 Titus 3:3 says that we can be “slaves to passions and pleasures.” The advertising industry works on this principle. We can be slaves to buying and consuming things. Nowadays it looks like people are slaves to their cell phones.
 At a much deeper spiritual level, Galatians 4 says, “Now that you know God, why do you want to go back again and become slaves once more to the weak and useless spiritual principles of this world?” So-called “new age” religion uses these weak and useless spiritual laws to enslave people.
 Paul says, in Romans 6, “Now that you have been set free from Sin, and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
  So, it looks like our choice between Righteousness and Sin comes with a pension plan at the end. If we choose to follow Sin as our slave master, the final reward is eternal death. That is a pretty poor pay off for a lifetime of hard work.

 Choose to serve Righteousness, and there is a free gift waiting at the end. God’s gift is real life, a free life; a life lived for God that leads all the way to heaven. Eternal life in Jesus Christ is that gift. Who do you want to serve?
