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Bowling for  
a library
By Gisele McKniGht

when is bowling more than just 
a bit of exercise and fun? 

when it’s for a cause dear to 
many hearts in the diocese — 
Bishop McAllister college in 
uganda.

The rev. kevin McAllister 
and his parishioners at All saints 
church in Marysville have come 
up with a fundraiser to help sup-
port the college run by canon 
Paul Jeffries, who is from New 
Brunswick.

“we wanted to support 
Bishop McAllister school for 
two reasons,” said kevin. “we 
read not so long ago that they 
accepted 200 more students and 
needed to find ways to support 
that influx of children. 

“Also we read in eNews that 
the school suffered a violent 

attack and three staff members 
were killed. 

“we often take our right to 
education for granted while peo-
ple in other countries take enor-
mous risks to try and change 
their path in life. we would like 
to be part of that change.”

Bowling seemed to be some-
thing many could participate in 
and enjoy at any skill level.

“we wanted to host an event 
that could potentially involve the 
greatest amount of people that 
would be possible for children 
to seniors to fully participate in 
and bowling fit that bill,” said 
kevin.

“Also we were looking at de-
veloping an annual charity event 
that would support a good cause 
and bring people together for 

The ambiance was perfect for a packed house at All Saints’ Church, Parish of Bright, on Christmas 
Eve. The organist, Sarah Price, played Silent Night, while families sang the favourite carol with 
candles lit. In the front row is James Etheridge with his parents, Mary Ellen and Roy. 

Silent Night by candlelight
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Bowling continued on page 2

A second home for church records
By Gisele McKniGht

it’s been two years since Twila 
Buttimer retired from managing 
the Anglican records at the Pub-
lic Archives of New Brunswick 
and her manager, Joanna Aiton 
kerr still misses her knowledge 
and insight.

“Truth be told, i still check in 
with Twila as my first stop when 
i’m in doubt so that i can learn 
from her experience,” she said.

Joanna, the manager of ser-
vices and private sector records, 
inherited Twila’s job. she at-
tends meetings of the Diocesan 
Archives committee and takes 
inquiries from the public.

“The routine ones go to our 
public services staff, but i get 
the more complicated ones,” 

she said. “if it’s a mystery or it’s 
sensitive. i really do enjoy it and 
wish i had more time to dedicate 
to it.”

Most inquiries are for 
baptismal, marriage and burial 
records. 

A Baptist, Joanna’s first job as 
an archivist was with the sisters 
of charity of st. Vincent de Paul, 
halifax, where she learned all 
about the religious orders and 
structures of the roman catho-
lic church. 

“i loved it, and now i work 
with Anglicans,” she said. “i’ve 
been learning as i go.”

Joanna is the person who 
ultimately receives the parish 
records sent to the synod office 
— baptisms, marriages, burials, 
vestry minutes, service registers, 

financial statements and so on. 
The diocese pays the Public 
Archives of New Brunswick to 
catalogue, store and retrieve its 
historical records. 

As far as parishes sending 
in their records, “some do and 
some don’t. we’re still getting 
some really, really old ones. 
They’re safe here,” she said.

she urges all parishes to send 
in their records and she can 
provide help and guidance if 
necessary.

“if a church is thinking of 
closing or is doing a big clean-
up, i’m more than happy to 
go and help out,” she said. “it’s 
overwhelming, but much easier 
to do it onsite.

mcknight photo

Joanna Aiton Kerr is the keeper of diocesan records at the Public 
Archives of New Brunswick on the University of New Brunswick 
campus in Fredericton. If churches are unsure of what to do with their 
records, Joanna can offer assistance, including onsite consultation.

Archives continued on page 2
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fun and fellowship.”
They hope to raise $5,000 

and the participation of other 
parishes is crucial to achieving 
that goal.

“All saints church in Marys-
ville will be challenging the 
following parishes to raise the 
most money: Parish of ludlow 
and Blissfield, Parish of Oro-
mocto and Maugerville, Parish 
of Douglas and Nashwaaksis, 
Parish of st. Marys (york), Par-
ish of Minto and chipman and 
our synod office,” he said. 

“if all the parishes that we 
challenged participate i think 
$5,000 is a reasonable goal.”

kevin also has another moti-
vation for the challenge.

“Neighbouring parishes rarely 
get together, and this is a fun 
way to bring Anglicans together 
for a wonderful cause and for 
fun and fellowship.”

The bowling challenge is set 
for saturday, March 25 at the 

Students need to improve their reading comprehension
Library continued from page 1

Canon Paul Jeffries, left, is in his 19th year as rector of Bishop 
McAllister College in Uganda, seen above. 
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Bowl-A-Drome, 301 Main st 
Fredericton at a time to be an-
nounced. contact harold staples 
at 472-9254 for information. 

Bishop McAllister college 
is an Anglican boarding school 
in kyogyera, uganda with 900 
students. 

Many are sponsored by 
individuals and groups like 
Acws and others that see the 
investment in young people as a 
god-led mission. 

Paul was thrilled to hear of 
the bowling event.

“News of the planned fun-
draiser, and the possibility of 
it becoming an annual event, 
couldn’t have come at a better 
time,” he said. 

“As you know we always have 
a number of projects going on 
at any given time, each trying to 
address the various needs of the 
school, students and the teachers. 
They range from dormitories, 
furniture, classrooms, and learn-
ing materials — textbooks, sci-
ence equipment and computers. 

“even with all of these 
projects on the go, there is one 

area we have never attempted 
to address but have recently 
resolved that in 2017 we should 
begin, and that is to improve 
the reading culture amongst our 
students. 

“Most students have very poor 
comprehension skills. we are 
now looking at ways to address 
this apart from putting a few text-
books — most of which are very 

thick and therefore very intimi-
dating to a young person who 
doesn’t do a lot of reading — in a 
small dusty room with space for 
a handful of students to sit, and 
calling it a library. 

“This year we are looking to 
embark on the construction of a 
library that would create an in-
viting space for students to read 
for both learning and pleasure, 
while improving comprehension 
skills. 

“so the news of the fund-
raiser has greatly encouraged us 
as we look to take up this new 
challenge, amongst the already 
existing ones.

“we are so grateful for 
everyone’s continued interest 
and support. we are all greatly 
encouraged.”

Paul is in his 19th year as its 
rector and head. he returns to 
New Brunswick every couple of 
years to visit family, friends and 
supporters, and bring news of 
the school to groups that invite 
him to speak. 

When in doubt, check with the archivists! 
Archives continued from page 1

“People don’t like making deci-
sions on records, and i can help.”

she did this for st. george’s 
church in saint John when it 
closed in 2015. 

when in doubt about 
whether to send something, 
it’s best to check with her. she’d 
rather get it than have it thrown 
out, she said.

One thing the public archives 
does not accept is artifacts. 
People even drop them off and 
drive away, but those are items 
for museums, not archives.

“we take documents and 
photographs,” she said. “we 
don’t display things. exhibition 
is not part of our mandate.”

Deeds are a hot item these 
days, with churches looking for 
proof of what strings were at-
tached to donated land.

“we get a lot of requests from 
churches for deeds or any other 
records that document a gift of 
land,” said Joanna. “sometimes 
the absence of a record can be 
your answer.”

Joanna illustrated the impor-
tance of church records with a 
request that came in just after 
Twila retired. A woman called 
because she had moved from 
New Brunswick to Ontario, 
and in that province, if your 
name changed due to marriage, 
you must produce a marriage 
licence, which she did not have.

she turned to the Pub-
lic Archives of N.B. for help 
because, strangely, service New 
Brunswick had no record of her 
marriage. 

“All i could find was a note on 
the service register (noting the 
wedding had taken place that 
day),” said Joanna. “That was the 
only evidence, the only way to 
prove it.”

Joanna would like to see more 
online resources for researchers 
and the public so they can find 
records for themselves without 
having to contact or visit the 
archives.

“it’s a dream of mine to have 
older documents digitized and 
made available online,” she said.

The Public Archives of New 
Brunswick, located on the 
campus of the university of New 
Brunswick in Fredericton, offers 
safe and secure storage of parish 
and diocesan records and access 
to those records. 

some Anglican records there 
date back to the late 1700s, 
mostly from early parishes like 
kingston, gagetown and st. 
Andrews.

The Diocesan Archives com-
mittee is chaired by the rev. 
canon Dr. ross hebb. com-
mittee members include canon 
charles Ferris, vice-chair; the 
rev. canon David Barrett; David 
Bell; Marion Beyea; the rev. Ar-
nold godsoe; Joan gunter; the 
Very rev. geoffrey hall; Frank 

Morehouse; Mary robinson; 
and Neville sloane. The diocesan 
archivist is lorna williams. 

A note from our diocesan 
archivist, Lorna Williams

it is the Archives committee’s 
desire to encourage all parishes 
in the diocese to submit their 
parish records to the Provincial 
Archives for safekeeping. 

Many records have been lost 
due to fire and flood over the 
years, thus the records are lost to 
posterity.  
     The purpose of the revised 
parish registers created sev-
eral years ago was to facilitate 
the timely addition of yearly 
records to the diocesan archives, 
where they are held in a secure, 
climate-controlled environment. 
     As well as parish records, 
the Archives committee would 
appreciate receiving parish 
histories, newspaper clippings 
about parish events, bulletins 
from special events, and any 
other paper records that may be 
in your files. 

Photographs are appreciated. 
however, if they are not named 
or dated, their value is somewhat 
reduced, much like those lovely 
old daguerreotypes that your 
grandma left, that have no names.   
     Photographs are wonderful to 
view, but leave us guessing if that 
stern old lady is great-grandma 
harriet, the suffragette, or 

cousin louisa, who ran off with 
the circus. 
     Please be assured that, while 
the Archives committee appre-
ciates parishes and individuals 
taking the time to submit their 
records and documents, we will 
not be hounding you to send 

them to us.  
     if, however, you have docu-
ments that you feel would be 
an important, or some that you 
are unsure about, as diocesan 
archivist, i would be glad to help 
assess them with you. i will even 
come and pick them up!
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January 29          
Celebration of  
New Ministry -  
Dan McMullen,  
Apohaqui, 3 pm

February 2          
Threshold Ministries 

88th Anniversary  
Eucharist

February 5 
Saint John  

Vineyard church (AM);          
Installation of  

Canons and  
Collation  

of Archdeacon,  
Christ Church  
Cathedral, 4 pm

February 12   
Parish of Campobello

February 13-17    
National  

Consultation on 
Emerging Local  

Initiatives in  
Theological  

Education and  
Ministerial  
Formation

February 19         
Parish of Portland *

February 25         
Diocesan Council,  

Fredericton

March 12             
Parish of the Nerepis 

and St. John

March 25, April 1, 8,  
May 6   

Stepping into  
Evangelism  

workshops -  
watch for details

* Denotes Confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

A new start in 2016

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s 
word •   ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

ReMinDeR
The recommended Lenten 

study book this year is Notic-
ing God by Richard Peace. 

Contact the bishop’s office for 
ordering options. 459-1801, 

ext. 223 or cjacobs@diofton.ca

And a look  
back at  
2016’s  
blessings

A New year always seems 
to me to be something 
of an arbitrary break. All 

we do on this side of the globe is 
change from one winter month 
to another, and in places like 
Australia, they do the same with 
their summer.  
     yet to many people, it is a line 
in the sand. something new is 
going to happen. The obvious 
one is the new diet. gyms and 
fitness clubs do a roaring trade 
in new memberships. There are 
many new and good intentions, 
and that is wonderful. 
     Another great sport at this 
time of year is to look back over 
the last 12 months and review 
what has happened. i want to 
take that opportunity for us as a 
diocese. 
     There will be things i miss, 
and if it is your thing, i am 
sorry. i am relying on my faulty 
memory as i write this on the 
coldest day of the year thus far, 
Dec. 16. 
     First of all, i want to thank 
everyone once again for your 
support of our ministry together 
across New Brunswick. in 2016 
we saw pretty much 100 per cent 
response to the requests in the 
shared Ministry Budget.  
     As i write i do not know what 
the final figure looks like, but i 
know that people have been gen-
erous in supporting god’s work. 
     There have been several 
themes which have resonated 
throughout the year. The first 
is colin ranson. The amount 

of prayer and financial support 
given to colin and his family 
throughout the last 12 months 
has been remarkable.  
     Although the outcome has 
not been wholly what we have 
prayed for, we have been able to 
see god at work. it is incumbent 
upon us to keep praying. 
     At the beginning of 2016 the 
news headlines were full of re-
ports about the plight of syrian 
refugees. Although the violence 
in that country continues almost 
unabated, we are able to say that 
some have been rescued from 
the horror.  
     Thank you to all who have 
been and continue to be in-
volved with refugee families no 
matter where they are from.     
     i know the ministry has been 
both a joy and frustration at 
times, but it fulfils the injunction 
to welcome the stranger. 
     Additionally, early in the year 
it became obvious that the safe 
harbour youth facility in saint 
John could not be sustained. The 
reasons for this were many and 
varied, and have been rehashed 
in different media throughout 
the year.  
     The bottom line was that 
the closure of this service was 
a travesty which needed to be 

addressed. 
     Many people, both Anglican 
and not, approached me asking 
what was to be done.  
     Thankfully, working with the 
provincial government, Partners 
for youth, John Flood construc-
tion and saint John Transition 
youth housing, we in the Dio-
cese of Fredericton have been 
able to purchase the facility. The 
intention is that it will re-open 
on March 1st.

This year we saw more people 
Ordained to Diaconal or Priestly 
ministry than we have for sev-
eral years. This is a great joy. we 
have also seen more enquiries 
for discernment to vocations 
than we have for a while.  
     This is very encouraging, as 
are the strides being made in the 
education of both clergy and lay 
readers. 
     The monies left to us by 
Dorothy wilkes and her uncle, 
george Bartlett, have helped us 
to develop new ministries, such 
as that of Dan McMullen in up-
per kennecasis and Brent harris 
in the Parish of coldbrook 
st.Mary.  
     in addition, we have supple-
mented some parishes as they 
have moved towards creating 
sustainable and stable ministry. 

     There have also been some 
creative building projects in the 
Diocese, as existing churches 
have been redeveloped for 
modern ministry needs. stone 
church, saint John, and st. 
Mark’s, sussex corner stand out, 
but they could not have under-
taken the projects without the 
support of Trinity, saint John 
and Trinity, sussex respectively. 
     As i said at the beginning of 
this piece, i know that i have 
only hit the highlights of what 
we have been able to do together 
towards the mission of god. 
what we need to appreciate is 
that we are all part of this move-
ment of the holy spirit. 
     i apologize if i missed some-
thing which is a gift of god to 
ministry in your area. Please 
write to gisele, our communica-
tions officer, to bring it to our 
attention. 
     All in all, we must thank god 
for his grace and mercy towards 
us.

2016 was a busy year for ordinations, says the bishop. This one, in June, saw eight welcomed into the 
priesthood and diaconate. From left:  Brenda Fowler, Dan McMullen, David Peer, Neil Osiowy, Thomas 
Nisbett, Ann Fairweather, Kevin McAllister and David Alston. 

mcknight file photo
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Meet David Watkins, homeless shelter worker
By terence chandra

At around 7:15 this evening — 
on whatever day you happen to 
be reading this post — a knot 
of roughly half-a-dozen men 
will begin to form by the heavy 
oak doors of the former Baptist 
church on waterloo street, now 
the headquarters of saint John’s 
only men’s shelter, operated 
since 2015 by Outflow Ministry.   
     As the hour progresses, 
this little knot will grow into a 
huddle: men with their shoul-
ders hunched and backs turned 
against the spiteful wind, stamp-
ing their feet, bumming smokes, 
spitting, muttering curses and 
trading insults, both playful and 
malicious.   
     Then, at 8 p.m. sharp, those 
oak doors will open wide 
to receive them, welcoming 
them into a world of light and 
warmth. 
     The first thing they’ll do, after 
descending the stairs into the 
newly renovated church base-
ment, is stop by the front desk 
and give their names to one of 
the shelter’s staff. 
     Depending on the night, 
there’s an excellent chance the 
staff member working will be 
David watkins. 
     if you were to simply look 
at David you wouldn’t guess 
that he works at a men’s shelter 
(not that i know what a typical 
men’s shelter worker is supposed 
to look like!). Dave has a slim, 
somewhat lanky frame, making 
him appear taller than his actual 
5’9 height.  
     his shoulder-length hair 
and thick frame glasses suggest 
he’d be most at home skulking 
around the rear aisles of a dusty 
vinyl record store or sifting 
through back issues of The 
Amazing spider-Man at hero’s 
Beacon.  
     indeed Dave, like the author 
of this blog, is a bit of a geek. 
During the quieter moments of 
my evening shifts as a volunteer 
at the shelter, i’ve sat around 
with Dave in the office, listening 
to him lecture authoritatively on 
all of the various incarnations 
of Doctor who since the series 
began in the early 1960s. 
     when he smiles (which is 
easily and often) you catch a 
glimpse into a heart that is genu-
inely open to nearly everyone he 
meets, no matter how damaged. 
     Dave, being the son of two 
salvation Army officers, is a pe-
culiar mixture of army brat and 
preacher’s kid. while he was still 
toddling around in preschool, 
his parents were enrolled in the 
salvation Army training college 

in st. John’s, Newfoundland.   
     A short time later, they were 
stationed in the town of spry-
field, Nova scotia — the first 
of many towns that David and 
his four siblings would inhabit 
before finally settling down (at 
least for a seven year period) in 
woodstock, New Brunswick.   
     like the typical preacher’s 
kid, Dave found himself being 
dragged along to a myriad of 
church functions and outreach 
programs, unconsciously acquir-
ing a whole toolkit of interper-
sonal skills along the way. 
     “it wasn’t conscious learning,” 
he is careful to point out.  “My 
parents were very good at teach-
ing without your realizing that 
you were learning.” 
     when i pressed him further 
on this, trying to get a sense of 
exactly what kind of skills he 
managed to absorb from them, 
he responded without hesitation. 
     “easy interaction with people. 
My father can walk into a room 
and talk with anyone. 
     «he can have a free and open 
conversation with somebody 
who has been homeless and 

addicted to any three substances 
and, 10 minutes later, a mil-
lionaire — and be completely 
comfortable with both conver-
sations. he has a very smooth, 
simple way with them.” 
    i see that ‘very smooth, simple 
way,’ at work in Dave as he inter-
acts with the men at the shelter, 
particularly in the way he uses 
humour. 
     it’s a peculiar mix of humble 
self-deprecation and facetious-
ness, often resulting in an affec-
tionate laugh directed his way.

“The thing about the person 
who’s been homeless for most 
of his life and the millionaire,” 
explains David, “is that they’re 
people and want to be treated 
like people. 

“when you’re joking with 
the guys at the shelter you break 
down one of the barriers that 
stands between you and them.” 
     David, however, isn’t always 
about the jokes. in fact, there 
have been a number of occasions 
when i’ve seen him get tough.  
     One night, for example, i was 
the sole volunteer working in the 
kitchen and, consequently, a bit 

overwhelmed by the orders.   
when a couple of the men, 

frustrated with my slowness, 
began to act rudely, Dave imme-
diately walked into the kitchen, 
coming to my defence. 
     “Be respectful, guys,” he said 
quietly but firmly. “he’s the only 
volunteer on tonight and he’s do-
ing the best he can.”   
     After some muttered apolo-
gies, the complaining stopped. 

 later on, as the activity died 
down and most of the men were 
turning in for the night, i had 
a chance to ask Dave about the 
incident and how, in general, 
he deals with hostility from the 
guys.  
     he suggested the need to be 
calm and assertive, even when 
tensions are high and it’s looking 
like a fight is going to break out. 
     “you’ve gotta be the alpha 
male,” i recall him saying to me 
at the end of the conversation.    

The thing is, i don’t see David 
as the Alpha male — as one who 
achieves compliance by means 
of threat or intimidation.   
     rather, he achieves compli-
ance by means of respect. David 

has spent so much time living 
with these men, serving them, 
observing them, interacting with 
them, learning from them, that 
they can’t help but hold him in 
esteem. 

it is a respect born, not so 
much from fear, but from hard-
earned trust. 
     like the men of the shelter, i, 
too, respect David. indeed, since 
Jasmine and i began our min-
istry in inner-city saint John, i 
have come to respect, not only 
David, but people like him — 
the ‘front line workers,’ as they’re 
called, who see urban poverty 
face-to-face in their day-to-day 
lives.   
     People like David toil away in 
the hidden anterooms of our so-
ciety — the messy little closets of 
our collective urban home that 
we know exist but that we dare 
not look into, deliberately opting 
for ignorance.   
     They work with addicts for 
whom no treatment program 
seems to have worked. They 
work with the kids of those ad-
dicts whose little psyches have 
been scarred beyond repair by 
things that no child ought to see.   
     They work with the outcasts 
who have fallen through one or 
more of the web of cracks that 
mar the face of society. 

They have seen people cheat 
the system but, more often, they 
have seen the system cheat them.   
     Needless to say, the kind of 
work that people like David do 
is difficult and, as he himself 
admits, the burnout rate is high. 
     so, until we fix urban pov-
erty, we’re going to need people 
to run homeless shelters and 
soup kitchens, food pantries and 
drop-ins. 

in short, we’re going to need 
people like David watkins.  
if you happen to see him some-
time on the streets (or haunt-
ing the aisles of a vinyl record 
store) maybe you can introduce 
yourself, tell him you read this 
blog post and take him out for a 
coffee.   
     i myself plan on doing that 
very thing sometime soon.

• • • 

David Watkins is a member 
of Christ the King Church in 
the Parish of Fundy and the 
Lakes. The Rev.Terence Chandra 
and his wife, the Rev. Jasmine 
Chandra, run the Central Saint 
John Community Ministry. 
Reprinted with permission from 
penniesandsparrows.org, the 
blog of the Central Saint John 
Community Ministry.

The Rev. Terence Chandra with David Watkins, a member of Christ the King Church in the Parish of Fundy 
and the Lakes, Saint John. 

submitted photo

“The thing about the person who’s been homeless for 
most of his life and the millionaire,” explains David, “is 
that they’re people and want to be treated like people. 
When you’re joking with the guys at the shelter, you 
break down one of the barriers that stands between 
you and them.”
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s t e w a r d s h i p   

• $1,000 annual bursary in sup-
port of children of diocesan 
clergy at university, college, or 
other post-secondary institu-
tion. 
• Based on financial need and 
academic standing.

THE MABEL C. DEAN  
MEMORIAL BURSARY 

 
Post-secondary education  

of clergy children

• Preference to applicants 
graduating from high school.
• May be awarded to the 
same applicant in two or 
more years provided satis-
factory academic standing is 
maintained.

• Mabel C. Dean Special Bur-
saries may be made to quali-
fied students in a financial 
emergency, provided funds 
are available. 
• Deadline: March 31. Apply 
online: anglican.nb.ca/admin

coMMentary By  
GeorGie Keith

how much is $10? To the 
Parish of sussex family, 
it was a challenge!

The rev, canon Tom strad-
wick guided the Parish  on a fall 
stewardship Project with the  
goal of having parishioners real-
ize god’s generosity to each of us 
in the talents and gifts he gave 
us. Our stewardship mission was 
to recognize those gifts and to 
grow them.

The stewardship plan was that 
each parishioner could “borrow” 
the ten dollars to grow his/her 
talents. immediately many re-
sponses were “we have no mar-

The $10 challenge
ABOVE: Joy Know, right, was one of many parishioners at Trinity Anglican Church in the Parish of Sussex 
who took a $10 ‘loan’ and made it grow using their talents and skills. Here Joy sells aprons. 
TOP LEFT:  Natalya Finnamore, a young vendor and potential buyer, examines decorative wooden blocks. 

submitted photos

ketable gift” and then a sense of 
panic as Advent was approach-
ing, deadline of the project. 

we were missing the point. 
it did not have to be a financial 
growth, although that was the 
outcome for many of us! 

The fellowship of discussing, 
sharing, recognizing each other’s 
gifts, and motivating each other 
proved to be wonderful steward-
ship.

Of course, the sale of food 
and crafts was paramount. how 
it was achieved was another 
matter. The great soup, pickles, 
quilts, knit dishcloths, cookies, 
breads, jams, jellies, bundles of 
kindling wood, squash, scrub-
bies, aprons, pies, wooden 

pallet furniture, christmas 
arrangements and community 
music night, just to name a few, 
encouraged people to say “oh 
yeah!” 

weekly sales, group sale 
and home sales happened. One 
person bought a clothing item 
from a local second hand store, 
cleaned it, fixed it up and sold it 
on a social networking site. 

Beyond that was the person 
who recognized his/her ability 
for writing notes and mailing 
them, the person who likes to 
entertain and gave herself a 
birthday party, asking for no 

Stewardship in 2016 & 2017
coMMentary By  
Michael BriGGs 

As i begin to write this it is 
between christmas and 
New year’s. That means 

just about a year ago i began 
my role as diocesan stewardship 
officer so i thought it appropri-
ate to reflect back on the first 12 
months and give you an idea of 
what i hope to accomplish in the 
next 12 months.

i began by speaking to my 
counterpart in Newfoundland, 

and kevin smith really im-
pressed me with his knowledge. 
i learned a lot from him. 

Following that i started 
meeting with clergy at Deanery 
clericus to introduce myself and 
let them know what resources 
the diocese has available for 
them and what i expected to be 
doing to help them. i still have a 
couple to go due to some timing 
conflicts. 

i also got to speak to a couple 
of parishes either at a service or 
vestry meeting. 

starting in september, i 
began writing a regular column 
for the NB Anglican. i attended 
the diocesan open house in June 
and had literature available and 
a PowerPoint presentation on 
stewardship.  
     After that it was on to the 
annual diocesan stewardship 
conference where i was one of 
the presenters. i am also part of 
the diocesan stewardship Team. 
you should be seeing some new 
initiatives from the team in 
2017.

looking now at 2017, i 
expect to be meeting with more 
individual parishes and will 
be holding workshops at the 

deanery level on some aspects of 
stewardship, mainly the need for 
a will and how to go about it and 
also on planned giving. 

My column in the NB Angli-
can will continue. if there is a 
particular topic on stewardship 
you would like me to cover, let 
me know and i will see what i 
can do.

in 2016 my own parish had a 
number of members pass on and 
i am constantly thankful for the 
generosity of the families who 
ask for donations in memory 
of their loved ones to be made 
to the parish and also for the 
generosity of the congregation, 
family and friends who donate.  

     Just before christmas i lost 
a dear friend and mentor who 
was a living example of a man 
who used the talent, time and 
treasures he was given by god in 
the furtherance of the church.    

he was always there when 
we needed a helping hand and 
served as a vestry member and 
warden for many years. he was 
also a diocesan layreader.   
     i am sure most, if not all, 
parishes can think of individu-
als who are like my friend. it is 
people like him who make this 
position so fulfilling. 

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer.

gifts but guests could contrib-
ute to the stewardship jar, the 
person who recognized a more 
powerful prayer schedule for 
family and friends, the person 
whose home is open to the 
children’s  adult  friends who 
then in turn dropped change 
in the stewardship basket for 
snacks they enjoyed while there, 
the person who bought gas and 
drove people to appointments, 
the person who increased their 
visiting schedules to shut-ins, 
and so many more.

The Ten Dollar stewardship 
Project did grow financially, be-

yond anyone’s imagination. But 
the true growth was the recogni-
tion of so many various gifts, the 
fellowship of discussion and the 
enthusiasm to do this again! 

To summarize i would like 
to quote from “This Anglican 
church of Ours” by Patricia 
Bays, page 62:  We give our 
money, our time, our talents 
because God has first given to us. 
Our possessions and our wealth, 
our time and talents, are what we 
are called to share with others.
 
Georgie Keith is a member of 
the Parish of Sussex.  
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a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e 

ABOVE  Four layreaders from the Parish of Wicklow, Wilmot, Peel and Aber-
deen signed their covenant Nov. 27 and received their renewal stickers for their 
Layreader’s license. Pictured here from left are: Gary Hoyt, Joan Tompkins, 
Joan Tremblay, Allison Green and the Rev. Bob LeBlanc, priest and rector. 

RIGHT:  Members of the newly formed junior vestry in the Parish of 
Campobello helped collect donations for the local food bank on the island. 
They are, back left, Emma Barker, Sevannah Calder and Belle Mitchell. On the 
right in the back is Molly Barker and in front Marissa Calder. 

BELOW:  The Catholic Bookstore relocated to 1 Bayard Drive, (lower level of 
the Diocesan Centre) Saint John in October. While the square footage is about 
the same, the advantages are its wheelchair accessibility and the ample parking. 
The grand reopening was Nov. 25-26. 

submitted photos

Parish  
News
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A community carol service was held at Trinity Church in Saint John Dec. 
10 with a wonderful turnout and superb musical accompaniment which 
included Trinity’s choir, support from other congregations as well as 
members of the 3 Field Regiment Band. A free-will offering was collected 
and will be given to Safe Harbour House.   

mcknight photo
byron thomas photo

The steeple at St. Paul’s Church in the Parish of Sackville underwent a month-
long replair and reshingling during November. The $70,000 job required two 
zoom-booms to complete the work. The soft, marshy land around the church 
required the purchase of plywood sheets to put under all the equipment to 
keep them from sinking. Workers will return in the spring to finish painting.

a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e  

A farmyard shopping spree at St. Ann’s
FroM rector’s corner,  
Parish oF sacKville 

in early December at st. Ann’s, 
westcock, kim grant got every-
one’s attention by announcing an 
event for children after school 
Thursday, Dec. 8 at st. Ann’s ‘to 
buy some goats.’  
     There’s a story behind this. 
For many years the st. Ann’s 
Fundraising committee was 
the hall Fundraising commit-
tee. when the hall was paid off, 
they wanted to continue. The 
question was, where should the 
money go?  
     it made sense that some 
should go toward the mainte-
nance of the buildings. 
     But a year ago the decision 
was made to set $1,000 apart to 
help people in need or crisis in 
westcock and the surrounding 
communities, and $1,000 to sup-
port outreach outside the parish. 
     st Ann’s Vestry was left with 
the responsibility to decide 
where these monies would go. 
in November Vestry decided to 
give $500 to the sackville Food 
Bank, $500 to the christmas 
cheer Fund, and $600 to sup-
port the work of the rev. kara 

Thompson and the rev. Nelson 
Meija in honduras.  
     That left $400 to give to 
people outside the parish. After 
some spirited conversation, 
some interesting ideas came to 

light. 
     The first was to give the 
money to the sunday school 
children to buy gifts from world 
Vision for children and families 
in other parts of the world.  

     Then it was suggested that 
this be part of an event for the 
kids. And finally it was sug-
gested that the animals or other 
gifts purchased could be pres-
ents for the people for whom the 

children cook once a month and 
deliver meals in st. Ann’s ‘Feed 
My sheep’ program.  
     As many will know, world 
Vision offers the opportunity 
to buy things like animals and 
medical supplies for families 
or communities in great need 
and send a christmas card to a 
friend or family member letting 
them know that the gift has been 
made in their name.  
     At a pizza party and games 
evening the kids did their 
“christmas shopping” and 
discussed how these gifts could 
help families. 
     A poster was made for the 
congregation showing all the 
animals purchased. The kids 
were very thoughtful shoppers.    
     Organizers used monopoly 
money to represent the money 
they had to spend so they could 
see how much was left after each 
purchase. 
     cards from world Vision 
were given to some of the com-
munity members who benefit 
from the ‘Feed My sheep’ pro-
gram on Jan. 8 who also received 
a wonderful meal of chili, corn-
bread muffins and frogs cooked 
by the sunday school kids.

submitted photo

The Sunday school children at St. Ann’s in Westcock show the farm animals — goats, chickens, piglets 
and others — they purchased through World Vision.
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i n t e r - p a r i s h   m i n i s t r y

God’s hand  
at work

By harold McGinnis 

in April 2016 members from 
three Anglican churches in 
saint John (st. Mary & st. 
Bartholomew’s, Trinity and 
stone) welcomed members of 
two syrian refugee families as 
they arrived in saint John to 
begin their new life as cana-
dian citizens.  
     The year 2016 is over and as 
we reflect on the months that 
have passed, it is difficult to 
imagine that this time last year, 
we had no idea what won-
derful experiences we would 
encounter during 2016, with 
regard to the settlement of syr-
ian refugees. 

This story has many 
“events” or “layers” to it, with 
more to come in 2017. Accord-
ingly, i have chosen to divide 
the whole story into more than 
one article, in order to effec-
tively report on this wonderful 
humanitarian effort. so, i will 
start at the beginning.

As we are all aware, a lot of 
things can happen in a short 
period of time; things hap-
pen and we get to experience 
things we never thought we 
would. lives can be trans-
formed and we make new 
friends, often unexpectedly.

This is exactly what hap-
pened to volunteers from 
three Anglican parishes in the 
Diocese of Fredericton over 
the past year.

sMsB had just created a 
Mission & Outreach Plan for 
the year 2016. while refugee 
support was in the plan, it was 
not something that was chosen 
as a priority at that time.

in January rev. greg Mc-
Mullin asked some of us to 
attend the refugee settlement 
information and Training ses-
sions that were being held at 
the yMcA. 

Three of us went, and while 
we agreed that it was a won-
derful humanitarian effort, we 
knew that it would involve a 
lot more than what we felt we 
could possibly do as a single 
parish, effectively and/or finan-
cially.  so, not now, maybe later. 

Part one of a series on refugee 
settlement in Saint John

he continued talking about 
it for the next few months, but 
we still resisted. The most we 
could offer was to attend an-
other session and see if things 
had changed, as the federal 
government was planning to 
bring 25,000 syrian refugees 
to canada, fully government-
sponsored, in a very short 
period of time.  
     Again, we went to the ses-
sions, but we were still not 
ready to commit. 

On April 12, to my surprise, 
i received an e-mail from the 
yMcA to see if we would be 
interested in joining a welcome 
team to help settle the last four 
syrian families coming from 
Fredericton. 

A lot of changes had been 
made; they were now only 
asking for a one-month com-
mitment, no financial commit-
ment and housing was already 
secured. This seemed doable, 
but we knew we would need 
volunteers. 

At the same time, rev. John 
Paul westin was trying to get 
some of his parishioners from 
Trinity and stone churches 
to form a team. so he was 
contacted, with the idea of 
creating a team representing 
the three parishes. 

we thought that even if we 
picked up two more people, 
that would be great. sMsB had 
five but most everyone worked 
during the day. 

John Paul thought it was 
a great idea and collectively, 
stone and Trinity churches and 
sMsB formed a team to work 
together. After it was all said 
and done, we wound up with 
14 interested people:

harold Mcinnis, Jane Buck, 
Peter woytuik,  greg McMul-
lin, katherine castonguay, Jill 
MacPhee, larry Osmond and 
rick MacPhee (sMsB); steve 
Owens and Danny Marmen 
(stone); laurelle leVert and 
sarah Bell (Trinity); and John 
Paul westin and carolyn wes-
tin (Trinity/stone).

god’s hand was certainly 
involved in what happened 
next; no doubt about it!

i went off to meet with the 
newcomers connections co-
ordinator, to see where we fit 
in, as we did not fit the perfect 
volunteer profile due to our 
work schedules. 

well, we did fit in, but we 
had to make a quick deci-
sion. The last leg of the syrian 
refugees destined to arrive in 
saint John were in Fredericton, 
in a hotel and from there they 
would be sent to saint John 
and directly into their perma-
nent accommodations. 

if we wanted to get in on the 
fully government-sponsored 
refugee program, we had to do 
it now!

This was wednesday; the 
family was arriving in saint 
John on Monday! we were 
given a family profile. A team 
meeting was called to discuss 
expectations, responsibilities 
and to see if we were all in 
agreement to take the assigned 
family. 

After much discussion, we 
agreed; we would look after a 
young father and mother with 
four children ages 10, 8, 3 and 1.  
     i agreed to be the team 

lead, so i had to meet with the 
yMcA the next day and had 
to get all our security checks 
done as soon as possible. 
yikes!

i met with David Peterson, 
the settlement co-ordinator. 
he was impressed with our 
team (clergy, teachers, a nurse, 
organizational people, uni-
versity staff people who were 
already involved with other 
refugee teams) and then asked 
if we could switch families. 

But the group had already 
chosen this family, so the an-
swer was no.

Another meeting was 
scheduled a few hours later 
that day, so i had some time 
to put in. i had this nagging 
and unsettling feeling that just 
wouldn’t go away. 

The mere suggestion that 
maybe we could take on two 
families instead of the one 
previously decided on kept 
nagging away at me. i felt we 
had more to contribute. could 
we do more than what the 
team had agreed to?  
have you ever had that nag-
ging feeling that while a deci-

sion has been made, you still 
feel unsettled about it?

As i was waiting for the 
time to arrive for the next 
meeting, this idea that maybe, 
just maybe, we could do more 
kept going around and around 
in my head. i could not get it 
off my mind. 

so i made the decision to 
see if i could get another team 
member to go with me to the 
meeting, and i would bring 
up the matter of taking on a 
larger, more diverse family.

That’s what i did and this 
is where it all begins — all 
the anxiety and excitement 
of helping refugees starting a 
new life in canada, something 
none of us had experienced 
before and had no idea what 
would be involved and what 
was to come. 

stay tuned for more of this 
heart-warming story in the 
March issue of the NB Angli-
can. god truly is at work!

Harold McGinnis is a member 
of St. Mary & St. Bartholomew’s 
in the Parish of Coldbrook and 
St. Mary.

TOP: Members of the 
welcoming team wait for 
the family to arrive in Saint 
John: John Paul Westin, 
Harold McInnis, Ann 
McInnis, Laurelle LeVert 
and Steve Owens.
 
 
RIGHT: Rick MacPhee and 
Jill MacPhee, two members 
of the welcoming team.

submitted photos
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y o u t h   &   i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  

Dreaming of  
camp? Me too!
By Maren Mclean Persaud 
 
what’s the best thing to think 
about on a cold February night 
while reading the NB Angli-
can? The answer is simple: 
summer!  
     summer will soon be here, 
and with the new year come all 
the exciting things that go into 
building up to another great 
summer at camp Medley.  
     staff applications are out 
(and due Feb. 6!), the Medley 
Advisory team has started 
to plan special dates for our 
spring season, parents are 
starting to plan their summer 
schedules and all my attention, 
despite how white it is outside 
my window, is on the coming 
warm summer months and 
what they will bring for camp-
ing ministry in the diocese.   

Fall was busy at camp Med-
ley with lots of groups in and 
out every week, but the site 
has been fairly peaceful since 
December. 

it was a treat, though, to 
host our first ever New year’s 
eve wedding, where a former 
camper got to live her dream 
of getting married at camp.  

A date you may want to 
mark on your calendar now 
is saturday, May 27, our an-
nual “send a kid to camp” 
dinner and fundraiser. 

This year the dinner will be 
held at camp Medley in upper 
gagetown and is hosted by the 
Advisory Team and the 2017 
summer staff. 

Tickets for the delicious 
salmon dinner will be available 

soon and are $30 per person or 
$50 per couple. This is a great 
chance to see our site if you 
haven’t been out in a while! 

summer registration will 
open in February and you can 
check out our entire summer 
schedule at www.campmedley.
ca/camps . 

Our brand new camp, 
Medley Makers week, is 
for ages 13-15 and will 
feature members of our local 
community teaching us valu-
able skills like baking, con-
struction, environmentalism 
and more!  
     Don’t forget about our an-
nual Family camp held the 
weekend of June 23-25. 

Family camp is a wonder-
fully busy weekend so register 
early to guarantee your family’s 
spot in a cabin! 

keep an eye out for the date 
of a special “Medley Meet-
up” coming to a community 
near you, as well as a special 
“Alumni Meet-up” coming to 
camp in early June.  
     Medley Meet-up is an eve-
ning with a free classic Medley 
meal for you and your fam-
ily, as well as time with your 
favourite staff members and a 
chance to sing some of those 
camp songs that may have 
been stuck in your head since 
August. 

There is so much going on 
in the camp world! however, 
our focus this month is on 
finding the most important 
part of our summer, our staff.   

if you know a young person 
who is creative, energetic, 

hardworking and has a heart 
for kids, then they probably 
have what it takes to become 
an amazing camp staff mem-
ber!  

     send them an application 
and let me know who they are. 
Applications are found here:  
www.campmedley.ca/about/
staff.  

     i cannot wait to meet the 
team that is going to make 
camp a special place for hun-
dreds of children in 2017!

mcknight photos

Outdoor fun is a staple of camp life, as these photos attest. Swimming and canoeing are popular, as 
is the slack line, which honed the balance skills of many campers and counsellors last summer. In 
the top photo, camper Liam Ceh tries the slackline as Medley counsellor Jesse Galbraith and camper 
Kaitlyn Anderson watch his progress.

My husband’s ashes were the 
main item to be packed on my 
visit to saskatchewan, a 3,900 
km distance.

six months after his death, 
i planned to inter his mortal 
remains in the family plot in 
langham. My 13-year-old 
Buick with 300,000 km seemed 
adequate for my journey of 
purpose and closure.

i decided labour Day 
weekend would be the best for 
driving through Montreal on a 
quiet sunday morning.

On the Friday afternoon 
of the labour Day weekend, i 

God’s shield of protection
dined with friends at the local 
golf club and then started for 
home. But i’d left my doggie 
bag behind, so i returned to 
the restaurant.

imagine my surprise when 
the car did not start! i called 
for emergency road service. 

The technician’s inspection 
indicated the security part of 
my ignition was not reading 
my key that i had always used.  

After trying my spare key, 
it was determined the problem 
was in the ignition. 

My car was towed to the 
garage. By now it was 4 p.m. at 

the start of a holiday weekend. 
The required part could not 
even be ordered until the fol-
lowing Tuesday.  

it would be several days be-
fore the car would be repaired.  
i had arrangements made in 
saskatchewan and i needed 

four or five days of driving.  i 
knew i would not make it in 
time.

Friends and family had 
been praying that i would not 
attempt this long drive alone.  
i guess i was not supposed to 
do it! As i flew into saskatoon, 
i knew god’s plan was much 
better than mine!

it was not engine trouble, 
or transmission, or any of the 
many parts that might have 
failed. it was the security 
system. i know god’s shield 
of protection and security was 
around me.
Cindy Derksen
Parish of Richmond

• • •
Testify is your chance to 

share what God has done in 
your life — an amazing miracle 
or an everyday event that had 
God written all over it. 

Send them in and they’ll 
appear, with your name and 
parish, right in this spot. 

This won’t work without 
your help. Your input is needed. 
Sharing our awesome God’s 
works and wonders is a tremen-
dous way to inspire and uplift 
others. 

Send via email: gmcknight@
diofton.ca or via post: Gisele 
McKnight, 115 Church St., 
Fredericton  E3B 4C8.
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c o m m e n t a r y

The medicine of immortality
coMMentary By  
david W. t. Brattston                                        

unlike denominations 
with unstructured 
forms of worship, the 

liturgical churches (eastern 
Orthodox, Anglicans, luther-
ans, and roman catholics) 
hold holy communion in 
great reverence and maintain 
firm regulations as to how it is 
to be treated and to whom it 
may be distributed.  
     The present article looks 
at christian regard for the 
eucharist before AD 250 to 
show how the earliest believ-
ers shared the same practices 
as liturgical denominations 
today. The ancient writings 
are the common heritage of all 
christians because they date 
from before the division into 
present-day denominations.

in early christian times, 
extremely respectful treatment 
was shown toward the bread 
and wine (or body and blood 
of christ). 

The reason appears in 
Justin, a christian writer in the 
mid-second century: “not as 
common bread and common 
drink do we receive these…we 
have been taught that the food 
which is blessed by the prayer 
of his word, and from which 
our blood and flesh by trans-
mutation are nourished, is the 
flesh and blood of that Jesus 
who was made flesh.”

half a century earlier, 
Bishop ignatius of Antioch, 
described the eucharist as “the 
medicine of immortality, and 
the antidote to prevent us from 
dying but which causes that 
we should live forever in Jesus 
christ.”

in AD 217, Bishop hip-
polytus in italy set out exist-
ing church practice as to how 
clergy were to continue to 
conduct worship services, 
and as a guide for detecting 
and taking action when they 
departed from the worship 
heritage passed down from the 
apostles.    

he wrote that the consecrat-
ed elements are not to be al-
lowed to fall to the floor or be 
lost or treated carelessly; this is 
corroborated in the same era 
by the church father Tertullian 
in Tunisia.  
     The bread and wine were 
to be consecrated only in an 
orderly manner, without talk-

ing or arguing, and such that 
christian worship practices 
not be ridiculed by non-chris-
tians. 

shortly afterwards, the 
church father Origen wrote 
that people are not to receive 
them “in haphazard fashion.” 
These, of course, echo saint 
Paul’s instruction that church 
services must be conducted 
“decently and in order”  
(1 corinthians 14:40).

Origen illustrated better 
than anyone else the great 
reverence christians in the AD 
240s held the sacramental ele-
ments. A sermon indicates that 
he and his congregation took 
veneration of the sacramental 
elements for granted and as 
well-established.  
he reminded communicants 
that:

• when you receive the body 
of the lord, you protect it with 
all caution and veneration lest 
any small part fall from it, lest 
anything of the consecrated 
gift be lost. For you believe, 
and correctly, that you are an-
swerable if anything falls from 
there by neglect.

Because he travelled much 
throughout the eastern Medi-
terranean as consultant to local 
bishops, and once to rome, his 
statements probably describe 
universal practice.

From the earliest times, 
it was considered sinful to 
consume the sacrament in an 
unworthy manner. 

According to the Apostle 
Paul, “whosoever shall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of 
the lord, unworthily, shall be 
guilty of the body and blood of 

the lord” and “he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself, not discerning the 
lord’s body.” (1 corinthians 
11. 27, 29).  
     Two centuries later Origen 
warned that christians who 
partake unworthily will receive 
the lord’s judgment, again as 
a proposition his hearers ac-
cepted as a given.

The Didache was a church 
manual written in the first cen-
tury when some apostles were 
still living. it limited participa-
tion in the eucharist to people 
who had been baptized. half 
a century or more later, Justin 
similarly confined commu-
nion to people who believed 
christian doctrine, had been 
baptized, and lived as christ 
taught.  

     Another 60 years later, hip-
polytus would also admit to 
holy communion only people 
that had received christian 
baptism. One of his charges 
against a rival party within 
christianity was that they 
indiscriminately gave commu-
nion to everybody.

To further safeguard against 
disrespect of the sacrament 
and prevent people from eat-
ing and drinking unworthily, 
there were restrictions even on 
the baptized. 

in the first century, saint 
Paul required examination of 
conscience prior to receiving 
(1 corinthians 11.28) while the 
Didache not long afterwards 
mandated confession of sins.  
     it also required resolution 
of disputes with other people 
before participating.

liturgical denominations 
have always provided further 
protection by requiring com-
municants to go to the front 
of the church and receive the 
sacrament only from a duly 
authorized minister. 

in AD 212 Tertullian 
referred to this procedure as 
already ancient and universally 
accepted.  
     The sacrament is not put 
into trays and passed along 
the pews like a collection plate 
where anyone can serve them-
selves, even an unbaptized 
visitor who has never been in 
church before.

considering the veneration 
some churches accord the eu-
charistic elements, christians 
of all denominations should 
respect the sacrament and 
show due consideration for the 
consciences of their hosts when 
at a communion service in a 
church other than their own.

The quotation of Origen is 
from pages 380–381 of Ori-
gen: Homilies on Genesis and 
Exodus translated by Ronald 
E. Heine (Washington, DC: 
Catholic University of Amer-
ica Press, 1982) Copyright © 
Catholic University of America 
Press, Inc.

Dr. David W. T. Brattston is 
a retired lawyer residing 
in Lunenburg, N.S. His five 
books and over 300 articles 
on early and contemporary 
Christianity have been 
published by a wide variety of 
denominations in every major 
English-speaking country.

morguefile.com
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Old and new are a winning combination
By Byron thoMas 

saint John has seen the 
completion of renovations of a 
nationally recognized heritage 
church building with the needs 
of people today in mind. 
     This renovation has the 
potential to prove that old and 
new can co-exist in harmony.

st. John’s (stone) church, 
on the northern part of the 
city’s central peninsula, was 
built in the early 1800s, with 
the first service held in sep-
tember 1825.  
     The church was built with 
stone in a romantic gothic 
revival design that resembled 
many parish churches built 
in england in the late 12th 
century.  
     saint John, being an impor-
tant east coast port, was blessed 
with ships arriving on a regular 
basis from england that used 
local stone for ballast.    

The ballast was removed 
in saint John and was free to 
anyone who would remove it. 
That’s what was used to build 
the new church. 

The common name for the 
church was and still is “stone.” 
simple, but it works. 

stone, in recent years, has 
not been immune to the trends 
of both fewer persons attend-
ing any kind of religious ser-
vices, and the modern popula-
tion shift to the suburbs.  
     A parish hall was added in 
1891 and this later addition 
eventually provided the core 

reason why stone has under-
gone a transformation. 

The hall, over the years, 
developed many leaks and the 
downturn in support did not 
allow the church’s vestry to 
make repairs as required. The 
hall eventually closed due to 
mould.  
     stone’s congregation is very 
people-orientated and their 
concern for the well-being 
of others is well illustrated 
through their outreach pro-
grams. 

The loss of the hall would 
have an effect on stone’s ability 
to carry on important minis-

try, but read on. 
After years of debate and 

soul-searching, a plan was 
finally developed to demol-
ish the hall and revamp the 
sanctuary space to allow the 
church to continue its minis-
try — both to its members and 
the surrounding community 
where so much need is evident.  
     The plan included turning 
the space beneath the balco-
nies into rooms for children’s 
programs, meeting areas, office 
and administration and acces-
sible washrooms.  
     The wooden pews were 
removed and replaced with 

byron thomas photos

Stone Church showed off its 
innovative new interior during 
a special celebration week 
in early November.  The hall 
adjacent to the historic church 
was demolished and rooms for 
ministry were built beneath the 
balcony, leaving the middle of 
the building for worship.

individual stacking chairs 
which allow the sanctuary 
to be used for various events 
and of course, formal worship 
services.  
     The congregation has its 
eye on the piece of land left 
vacant by the removal of the 
hall and perhaps something 
will happen on the site to allow 
the congregation to expand its 
outreach programs.  
     One of the popular pro-
grams offered by stone is a free 
laundry service for those who 
have a need.

On sunday, Nov. 6, the 
results of hard work and soul-

searching were celebrated 
when Bishop David edwards 
presided over a re-dedication 
service, accompanied by the 
rector, the rev. Dr. John Paul 
weston.  
     stone’s strong background 
in helping those in need, 
combined with some give and 
take on the congregation’s part, 
have shown that there is life 
and opportunity for an old 
structure to meet the needs of 
modern parishioners.  
     stone is continuing to do 
the work that its congregation 
feels called to do. 

what’s next, stone?

By Maren Mclean Persaud 

while on a short-term mission 
trip, sitting in an old house in 
guyana with the pastor, my 
friend laura, and the woman 
we were there to visit, i was 
— for the first time in my life 
— confronted with the stark 
reality of another person’s pain.  
     This woman’s husband was 
very sick. They didn’t have 
much and she was weeping 
while recounting her frustra-
tion with the medical care her 
husband should have been 
receiving but wasn’t.  
     i was definitely uncomfort-
able, sitting there quietly, feel-
ing like an awkward observer, 
but my level of discomfort was 
pushed to the max when the 

pastor said, “laura and Maren 
work at a camp where they 
sing. would you want them to 
sing a song with you?”  
     i felt like elbowing him in 
the side and saying “how do 
you think that’s going to help 
anything?” But, we sang, and 
the woman sang with us, and 
we cried with her.  
     For the first time in my life, i 
really felt as though i knew for 
sure god was present in a place. 
in that moment, singing was all 
we could do, and the song was 
the only prayer we had.  
     it was in that moment that 
my small, 18-year-old world 
got much bigger, that my idea 
of what prayer is and could 
be changed, and that i real-
ized what it feels like to watch 

someone else in pain.  
     i tell you this story because 
in my own life, it was a short 
mission trip to another place 
that completely changed the 
trajectory of my life and my 
understanding of myself as a 
christian.

On April 30, 14 young adults 
from all around the diocese 
will travel to Boston where they 
will be hosted by the centre for 
student Missions. 

we will surely encounter 
situations we’ve never been in, 
we will surely be challenged 
and we will surely be confront-
ed with the struggles and pain 
of others that we don’t come 
across in our day-to-day lives. 

A trip like this can be life-
changing for those who take 

part, as my first trip was in 
my own life. i hope and pray 
that on this trip to Boston, 
we discover what being the 
hands and feet of god could 
look like in our own lives and 
in our own communities; that 
we learn more about what it 
means to serve god; and that 
we discern how it is god wants 
us to serve his people.

The group will be working 
hard leading up to the trip, read-
ing scripture together, praying 
together, planning together and 
even baking together! 

we have two spaghetti din-
ners planned to raise support, 
one in hampton, at st. Paul’s 
Anglican on Feb. 28 and one 
in Fredericton at st. John the 
evangelist on March 28. come 

enjoy a meal with us (and 
maybe dare to try some of 
those baked goods!). 

Please consider supporting 
this group on their way to Bos-
ton. An investment in this trip 
is an investment in the lives of 
these young adults, and it’s an 
investment in the future of the 
church and its mission in our 
local communities.  
     it is so exciting that a trip 
like this is happening! let’s 
surround this group with our 
prayers, our support and our 
interest in their lives as young 
disciples and leaders.  
     For more information about 
the trip, contact our director 
of youth and intergenerational 
ministries, colin McDonald 
(506-721-4781).

The impact of a mission trip can last a lifetime
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In memory 
of Scott

By Gisele McKniGht

some birthdays are more 
memorable than others. The 
day before Diane Mckay’s 
birthday in 1986, her mom was 
on the phone.

“i thought she was calling a 
day early to wish me a happy 
birthday,” she said.

instead, she was calling with 
news that would change the 
family, and change the course 
of Diane’s life.

‘your baby brother was 
found dead in his bed,’ she told 
Diane.

scott was 21 at the time, a 
young man who struggled with 
mental health issues and died 
of an overdose of his medica-
tion. Diane believes he was 
bi-polar. 

some suicides are impulsive 
acts, and others are planned. 
Diane believes scott planned 
his to coincide with her birth-
day for a reason.

“Of all the other siblings, he 
chose mine. he knew some-
thing i didn’t.”

she believes the date of his 
death, and its impact, have 
been a driving force in her 
quest, not only to come to 
terms with his suicide, but to 
use that healing to help others.

“every 40 seconds, someone 
in the world takes their life, 
and there are 40 people left 
to make sense of it,” she said. 
“There’s fear and misunder-

Broken by a family tragedy, 
healed to help others

standing, isolation and guilt. 
The stigma is still there. i’m 
still dealing with the mis-
conceptions out there — that 
mental illness is of the devil, or 
that those who take their lives 
are in hell.” 

On Jan. 10, Diane began a 
new ministry by co-facilitating 
a 12-week support group for 
survivors of suicide at her 
home church, st. Marks in sus-
sex corner.

The support group uses the 
book understanding your sui-
cide grief, by Alan wolfelt. 

Diane travelled to colo-
rado to study under wolfelt, a 
suicide survivor, educator and 
christian writer, in her own 
quest to make sense of scott’s 
death. 

some of the material is 
christian-based, she said, 
adding, “we know where the 
hope is.”

Diane has believed for years 
that she had something to offer 
in this field. she just didn’t 
know what. But as he often 
does, god put all the puzzle 
pieces in place.

“For some time this had 
been a burden on my heart,” 
she said. “i was working with 
[canon] Allen [Tapley] and 
[rev.] Thomas [Nisbett] and 
they came to find out about 
this. Allen said, ‘i think we 
have a ministry here.’”

At the New Brunswick 
christian Ashram last sum-

mer, she prayed fervently for 
direction. The rev. Dr. Brad 
little, the evangelist, said, 
‘whatever he has called you to 
do, he will equip you.’ 

“Then every speaker after 
that spoke about suicide,” she 
said.

But god didn’t stop there. 
she went home, preoccupied 
with doing something con-
cerning suicide healing, but 
what?

he put a song in her head: 
Be Thou My Vision. Then on 
her deck one day, while read-
ing Jeremiah 1:7-9 (… every-
where i send you, you shall go. 
And all that i command you, 
you shall speak…), she real-
ized she had a chore to do that 
could not wait. 

“i had to go and feed my 
lambs,” she said. 

The message was not lost on 
her. “Feed my lambs” is a Bible 
passage in John 21 where Jesus 
tells simon Peter repeatedly to 
“feed my lambs.”

“That was it,” she said. “i 

knew i was supposed to do 
this.”

she helped organize the 
local vigil for National sui-
cide survivor Day on Nov. 19, 
which spurred her on to get 
started. 

But her ultimate hope is not 
just to run a support group. it’s 
to see them spread.

“i want to see this in other 
Anglican churches,” she said. 
“My goal is to get them up 
and going and hopefully train 
others.”

in his new parish of 
Newcastle-Nelson-hardwicke, 
Thomas is hoping for a focus 
on suicide survivor support. 

“we have a small group that 
is currently exploring how the 
parish might be able to lend 
support and help to families 
in the greater Miramichi Area 
who have experienced suicide 
or attempted suicides,” he said.

Allen is encouraged by the 
new ministry in the Parish of 
st. Marks.

“The prevalence of suicide 

in our culture, the hurt and 
loss and damage are so over-
whelming,” he said. “it’s a crisis 
that’s really not recognized.”

with a loss of culture and 
tradition in the past couple of 
generations, there has been a 
corresponding loss of hope, he 
said. 

“i believe the church is in 
a position to give people a life 
view and a hope. The church is 
the only one that has that. 

“with christ, people can 
realize they’re worthy, they’re 
special.”

you can reach Diane by 
phone or email: 506-512-0763 
or < dsmckay16@gmail.com >.

Diane shared her favorite 
verse of scripture to encourage 
you: “he heals the broken-
hearted and binds up their 
wounds.” (Psalm 147:3)

The Praise and Worship team from St. Marks Anglican Church in 
Sussex Corner performed at the National Suicide Survivor Day 
event in Sussex Nov. 19. From left to right: Betty Seely, Diane 
McKay, Rachel Bennett, Eric Cunningham, Kris Kyle and Brad 
Buchanan. At right is Diane McKay at the event. 

New 3-bag waste system begins in southeastern N.B.
wow — 173,000 people and 
150,000 tonnes of garbage!     
     These are some of the sta-
tistics associated with garbage 
collection in southeastern New 
Brunswick. 

southeast eco360 is the or-
ganization responsible for col-
lection and sorting of garbage 
from residential, industrial, 
commercial and institutional 

5th Mark of Mission facilities in southeastern New 
Brunswick municipalities.  

in mid-October a new 
three-page garbage collection 
system was instituted which 
will enable ecO360 to com-
post and recycle a lot of the 
material, with the remainder 
going to the landfill. 

As we all know, change is 
sometimes difficult and many 
people were not clear about 
what items should go in which 

bag: green (compostable), clear 
(garbage) or blue (recyclable).  

To this end, the silver sands 
seniors held a daytime work-
shop led by Patrick Micheaud-
langis, from ecO360, which 
helped the participants under-
stand the whys and wherefores 
of the new sorting system.  

At the beginning of Novem-
ber the shediac cape com-
munity garden organized a 
second evening workshop also 

facilitated by Patrick. This time 
he brought a presentation with 
several videos.  

he clearly explained how 
the system works, why it has 
been adopted and the benefits 
to the environment and the 
community.  

everyone in attendance 
found that they understood the 
system much more clearly and 
that the change would now be 
less stressful.   

This new system will make 
the sorting of recyclables a 
cleaner and safer task; will 
mean that the landfill cells, 
which cost $2 million each 
to construct, will last longer; 
and will increase the amount 
of material sent for recycling, 
which creates income for the 
organization. 

Submitted by the Creation 
Matters working group
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Jordan House: The final chapter
By ruBy ranson 

in the story of Jordan house 
that was written in the NB An-
glican one year ago, we shared 
how Jordan house came to 
be, and about the people who 
lived with us and some of the 
adventures we enjoyed. 
     That story ended with 
Deborah collicott and i shar-
ing that we both felt the time 
to close Jordan house in saint 
John  was near. 
     it was hard for us, because 
we wanted to be obedient to 
the original call. 
     we prayed separately and 
together that the lord would 
help us to know when the time 
was right. he answered our 
prayers, in that we received his 
word that we would know.  
     Meanwhile, we carried on as 
usual, but we were very aware 
how much work the house 
needed — work that we could 
not do and could not afford to 
have done. 
     The house needed painting 
and a new roof. what seemed 
to bother me most, though, 
was our broken down back-
yard fence. 
     i was consumed by it and it 
robbed my joy. i was praying 
one day when i heard “surren-
der the fence!” so i did. 
     One day the phone rang, 
not at all unusual, but this call 
was different. Mr. Thompson, 
whose company (glenair 
Builders) was working nearby, 
was telling me he was going to 
build a fence along the proper-
ty that bordered on our Jordan 
house property.  
     he asked me if we would 
like them to remove our falling 
down fence or build theirs 
right beside it. 
     As we talked about the 
fence, and other things, i 
shared that we were consider-
ing selling but never seemed to 
actually get it on the market.   
     Mr. Thompson said if we 
decided to sell, that the people 
he was working for might be 
interested. 
     i felt both happy and very 
sad because i knew at that 
moment that it was the lord’s 
timing and Jordan house 
would sell.   
     when Deborah and i dis-
cussed the call, she too knew 
it was an answer to our prayer 
and the time was right. The 
lord had said we would know 

and we did. 
     some time went on and we 
really didn’t do much about the 
call. Mr. Thompson came to 
our door twice to see the house 
and discuss possibilities, but 
we missed him.   
     when we did connect, an 
offer was made and accepted. 
Our contract meant that we 
had less than a month to move 
and Jordan house was full — 
all three floors. 
     There was more stuff that 
even we were aware of!   
     everyone who had lived 
with us left things behind. 
Others stored belongings with 
us on their journey between 
moves, plus we had our per-
sonal things. 
     it all made moving a daunt-
ing task. The house was full 
and the time was short. 
     As we sorted and packed, 
we were reminded of so many 
things, so many people — 
people who just needed a safe 
place to be and who were part 
of our Jordan house family 
for a time, people who shared 
meals with us, and people who 
came simply for tea and prayer.  
     we laughed and we cried as 
we remembered the 10 years 
and we prayed for the people 
who came to mean so much 
to us. 
     we gave god thanks for 
the good times, the sad times 
and the crazy times. we gave 
thanks for his provision, his 
protection and his grace.  
     Deborah and i thank all 
those who prayed for us and 
the Jordan house ministry, all 
who helped us financially and 
with emergency repairs, get-
ting packed, moving and much 
more. 
     Jordan house has been 
replaced by a parking lot now. 
it is with some sadness that we 
close this chapter of our lives.  
     we don’t know what the fu-
ture will be, but this we know: 
the lord can use an ordinary, 
broken-down fence to achieve 
his plan.  
     And when we surrender our 
lives to him, and trust him, 
he can use ordinary people to 
accomplish his purpose.

• • • 

The original story of Jordan 
House appeared in the February 
2016 edition of the NB Anglican. 
Read it here:  anglican.nb.ca/
nb_ang/pdf/nba1602.pdf 

mcknight photos

TOP:  Ruby Ranson and Deborah Collicott a year ago at the front door of Jordan House on Dorchester 
Street, in Saint John’s inner city. The two have welcomed dozens of residents to their large home over 
10 years — the poor, the homeless, refugees and people overdue for a break from the world. 
BOTTOM: 21 Dorchester St. is now just a parking lot on a street with many other parking lots. 
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santa’s helpers in McAdam 
needed $4,000 to provide 
christmas for the less fortu-
nate children of McAdam.  
Their volunteer directors 
reached out to the citizens of 
McAdam for help.  
     st. george’s Anglican 
church, under the direction of 
rev. Arnold godsoe, spear-
headed “lessons and carols” 
inviting other churches in the 
community to participate. 

The other churches in-
cluded rockland Drive Baptist, 
st. clements catholic, Mc-
Adam Fellowship and st. Paul’s 

united.
The service brought in 

$1,165.65 which was matched 
by st. george’s. The decision 
had been agreed and voted on 
at the prior vestry meeting. 

Thinking it would be a 
great idea to bring it to a nice 
round sum, Anglicans work-
ing Together, donated $154.70 
to bring the total to $2,500.00 
— more than half of the $4,000 
that the santa’s helpers com-
mittee was hoping to raise.

Doug goss presented the 
cheque to Mayor ken stannix, 
the following day.

Ann Marie Cairns, treasurer of AWT; Doug Goss, treasurer of St. 
George’s Anglican Church (also layreader, vestry member and 
bulletin editor) and Ken Stannix, Mayor of McAdam. The cheque 
was to help provide Christmas for needy children in the village. 

Anglicans lend a 
hand in McAdam

margaret laking photo

Tree lighting brings  
community together
By Betty MacGillivray

“you have turned my mourn-
ing into dancing; you have 
taken off my sackcloth and 
clothed me with joy, so that my 
soul may praise you and not be 
silent.” Ps 30: 11

residents of the community 
of Taycreek, near stanley, have 
been grieving the loss of three 
churches since the summer. 
saint Joseph’s catholic church, 
stirling united church and 
s. James the less Anglican 
church were each demolished 
by their respective parishes. 

The community that has 
been grounded by church activ-
ity came together to organize the 
first annual ecumenical christ-
mas tree lighting with a carol 
sing, apple cider and snacks. 

it was an amazing event. 
The fire department participat-
ed and in excess of 100 adults 
and children braved a very 
cold night.

This proved to be the first 
opportunity to use the shelter 
which was built on the site of 
st. James the less. 

The three churches were re-
membered, but in the spirit of 
christmas, we celebrated that 
we are the church. church is 
not buildings or practices. The 
church is alive and well. Jesus 
is the reason.

The frigid weather did not deter the community from enjoying 
hot cider while singing carols and sharing Christmas greetings 
during the first annual Christmas tree lighting in the shelter on 
the site of St. James the Less of Taycreek.

submitted photos

After signing up as 
a volunteer, some 
training and a criminal 
background check, 
you choose the school 
and commit to one 
Grade 2 child for  
10 weeks. Twice  
a week you meet  
your student for  
one hour of  
reading time. 

ELF — Elementary Literacy Friends — has 
a critical, urgent need for volunteers for its 

supplementary reading achievement  
program in the province’s elementary 

schools.  Bishop David encourages  
you to get involved in this worthwhile  
opportunity to help children succeed.

    Help combat low literacy rates in the province 
and make a positive impact on a child.     

 Get started here: elfnb.com

Erin Hodge accepts a hefty cheque on behalf of Lunch Connection, as a result 
of funds raised during Saint John’s Chop Chop Restaurant Week. Pictured 
above:  Fran Menton, Acadia Broadcasting (event sponsor); Holly Singh (Thandi 
Restaurant); Peter Stoddart  (Saint John Ale House); Erin Hodge (Inner City Youth 
Ministry, Lunch Connection); Ben Gilcrist (Lunch Connection); Nancy Tissington, 
executive director, Uptown Saint John, Inc.; Brian Earle (Lunch Connection).

submitted photo
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Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as a priest serving in 
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. 

And now for something completely different — ApologetiX!

yes, the play on the word 
for the band’s title tells 
you something quirky 

is going on, and you are right!       
     A band that has been 
around for 29 years should 
need no introduction at this 
point, but for those who 
may not have heard of them, 
ApologetiX is the christian 
music equivalent of weird Al 
yankovic. 
     They are a parody band, 
although their parodies are not 
just for laughs — they teach as 
they sing. such is the case on 
their latest album — their 46th! 
— entitled Only a Glorified 
Cover Band.   
     They explain themselves 
this way: “we have all been in 
cover bands before, and the 
parodies we play are techni-
cally covers of famous songs. 
    Moreover, we’re all believ-
ers in Jesus christ, and that’s 
where the ‘glorified’ part comes 
in: ‘And those he predes-
tined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; those 
he justified, he also glorified’ 
(romans 8:30).” 
     On an album like this, the 
great 80s synth-rock anthem 
“The Final countdown” by the 
band europe becomes “The Bi-
ble countdown,” which speaks 
of the christians waiting for 
Jesus’ return in an increasingly 

secular world.   
     semisonic’s “closing Time” 
becomes “clothing Time,” 
recalling when Adam and eve 
ate from the Tree of knowl-
edge, and then clothed them-
selves before god found them 
in the garden of eden:  
     “clothing time, Opened up 
the garden and sent you out 
into the world / clothing time, 
Turned down god’s advice, 
turned over every boy and 
every girl…” 
     “Message in a Bottle” by the 
Police gets turned into “Mes-
sage in the Bible;” led Zep-
plin’s “heartbreaker” is now 
“hardlabour;” “Daughter” by 
Pearl Jam becomes “Doubter.”    
     you get the picture. 
     The music does not need 
a lot of review; suffice to say 
that these guys are all accom-
plished musicians who mimic 
the styles, sounds, and atmo-
sphere of the songs they cover 
very well; you can’t do this for 
almost 30 years without being 

good at what you do.   
     Through various eras, 
groups, styles, technical 
advances and more, the band 
reminds you instantly of the 
songs you’ve heard before, 
because they often sound just 
like them. 
     But does this schtick re-
ally work? is there a place 
for spoofing other people’s 
projects?  is this all just to poke 
fun, or get a laugh, or appeal 
to a faith “market” that might 
buy something just because it’s 
“churchy?”   
     For the band, there really 
is more to it than that.  As 
they explain on their website 
(apologetix.com): 
     “we didn’t set out to be the 
christian parody band. we’re 
all life-long musicians of vary-
ing tastes who have written our 
fair share of original music.     
     “we’ve learned that appar-

ently god wants us to do two 
things in particular with our 
music.  
     “First we’ve noticed 
that ApologetiX cDs are 
more easily handed to non-
churched friends to check 
out (as “sound-tracts”!), so 
we reach some folks that other 
christian music doesn’t.   
     “secondly, we’re kind of 
surprised at how much chris-
tians don’t know about their 
faith, and the Bible!  
     “we originally wrote these 
songs to help ourselves re-
member what we were learn-
ing in bible study.  People tell 
us that they use ApologetiX 

music in their own personal 
learning, too.   
     “Now, we take that op-
portunity and we use music 
to teach the essentials of the 
faith and the details of scrip-
ture.  And as long as god, 
leads, we’ll continue to record 
cDs full of great music and 
his message.” 
     i can’t really argue with that!  
keep going forth, and continue 
to parody, ApologetiX!

Drummer Jimmy Tanner of ApologetiX, a Christian parody band. 

submitted photo

The Rev. Terence Chandra, Central Saint John Community Ministry

Favourite book of the Bible - I don’t know if it’s my favourite, but I love Philippians. Paul pens 
the letter from prison but his words reflect a joyous, inner freedom that I aspire to one day 
possess in full. 
Birthplace - Fredericton, NB
What you love most about God – He is the infinite fountain of all love. My love for him is sim-
ply an echo of that far greater love that originates from him. 
Favourite place on earth - Notre Dame du Calvaire — the Trappist monastery in Rogersville, 
N.B. As a monastery wherein the monks take a vow of silence, it is paradise for an introverted 
priest like me.  
Farthest you’ve been from home - Guyana, my parent’s home country, from which they 
emigrated in 1967. Thirty years later, in 1997, they took me there for a visit as my high school 
graduation present. I’ll never forget this trip. 
Favourite meal or dessert - My mom’s curried chicken  
Biggest fear – I suspect this is everyone’s biggest fear: losing someone I love.  
Hidden talent – I can perform a total of 11 pull-ups in a row.
Favourite movie or book – Favourite Book: Perelandra, the second book of C.S. Lewis’ space 
trilogy. I read it when I was 18 and it had a huge impact on my faith. 
Your hobby – Languages. I’m learning French and trying to maintain the biblical Greek I picked 
up in Seminary.  
Three things always in your fridge – A small vial of holy water from a baptism I performed last 
year (perhaps in case of vampire attack), Greek yogurt, several cloves of garlic (also in case of 
vampire attack).  
Favourite sports team - The Saint John Sea Dogs

Episcopal announcements
The rev. Perry cooper was 

appointed rector of the Parish 
of chatham, effective May 1. 
Perry has served as a church 
Army evangelist in Newfound-
land, Toronto and the Arctic. 

since his ordination he has 
served in parishes in western 
and central Newfoundland 
dioceses and as executive of-
ficer to the Bishop of central 
Newfoundland.

The rev. dr. John trem-

blay was appointed interim 
priest-in-charge in the Parish of 
kingston, effective Jan.1.

The ven. Patricia drum-
mond retired as Archdeacon 
of Fredericton effective Dec. 
31. she remains acting Arch-
deacon of woodstock.

The rev. dana dean was 
appointed associate priest/
parish worker in the Parish of 
sussex effective Jan. 1.
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