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March 29, 2020                                                                                                                       Lent 5 
 

Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover preaches and presides today. 

 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Sentence of the Day: I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die. 
 
Opening Hymn: In the Bulb there is a Flower                     
                              Sung by Kathy Middleton 

   Accompanied by Nell Howard 
 
Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Penitential Rite 
 
Call to Confession: We gather today recognizing that this sacred journey is one we live into as 
individuals and as communities. In love we are called to be co-creators with God, to be truth-
tellers, reconcilers and healers, but our failures and shortcomings often leave us keenly aware 
of what seems an unbridgeable distance from the mystery and the promise of holy relationship.   
 
In Christ, God bridges this distance and reaches out to us across time and space. 
The season of Lent, invites us to reflect on those places in us that are broken; places where we 
are in need of God’s love poured out.  We are called to reflect on those places in our 
relationships and our communities where there is brokenness and a need for God’s reconciling 
love.  And we are called to reflect on our world and the places where there is brokenness and a 
need for a new and right relationship.  As we reflect, we do so with contrite but hopeful hearts, 
trusting in God’s steadfast love and infinite mercy. 
 
Confession:  
Forgive us when we encounter ourselves, 
            With thoughts of worthlessness… 
            With feelings of anger… 
            Ignoring our own needs, our values, and our dreams. 
 
Kyrie, eleison 
Christe, eleision 
Kyrie, eleison.   



Forgive us when we encounter each other, 
            With thoughts of worthlessness… 
            With feelings of anger… 
            Ignoring each other’s needs, values, and dreams. 
 
Kyrie, eleison 
Christe, eleision 
Kyrie, eleison.   
 
Forgive us when we encounter you, O Lord, 
            With thoughts of worthlessness… 
            With feelings of anger… 
            Ignoring your needs, values, and dreams for us. 
 
Kyrie, eleison 
Christe, eleision 
Kyrie, eleison 
 
Absolutions: Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you 
in life eternal. Amen. 
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
The Word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
 
Collect of the Day: God of all consolation, your Son comforted the grieving sisters, Martha and 
Mary, for your breath alone brings life to dry bones and weary souls. Pour out your Spirit 
upon us, so that we may face despair and death with the hope of the resurrection and faith in 
the One who called Lazarus forth from the grave. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14                                                                                                    Cat Mason                                            

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.’  



So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  

For the word of God is scripture, for the word of God is amongst us, for the word of God is 
within us.  

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!  

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who 
watch for the morning.  

O Israel, hope in the Lord!  

For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.  
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  

Second Reading: Romans 8.6-11                                                                                    Mike Armstrong 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  



But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

For the word of God is scripture, for the word of God is amongst us, for the word of God is 
within us.  

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading: John 11.1-45                                                                   The Hounsell-Drover Family 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was.  

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’  

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’  



When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. 
So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’  

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’  

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.  

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon:                                                                                                        Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover 
 
Affirming of Faith: (New Zealand Prayer Book) 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved 
your love for us in Jesus Christ, 



who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  

You are our God. We worship you.                             

                                                          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayers of the People:                                                                                    Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher                                           
 
Sisters and brothers, as Jesus, in the days before his passion, offered prayers and supplications 
with loud cries and tears, let us pray for those who suffer, those who are in need, and those 
who seek reconciliation. 
 
God of love hear the cry of those who yearn for love; fractured families, broken homes 
neglected, unwanted, alone. God of love, hear our prayer. 
 
God of justice hear the cry of those who yearn for justice; persecuted and oppressed, exploited, 
ill-treated, broken. God of justice, hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace hear the cry of those who yearn for peace; in battle zones and broken states, 
frightened, fearful, anxious God of peace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of healing hear the cry of those who yearn for healing; physical and spiritual hurting, 
weakened, depressed God of healing hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy Hear the cry of those who yearn for mercy; convicted, in need of your Grace, 
contrite, humble, bowed down, God of mercy hear our prayer. 
 
May you know the peace of God The love of God The justice of God The healing and mercy of 
God This day and all days. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 



thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing: 
 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
Shared Ministry: 
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 489 From the Falter of Breath 
                                          Sung by the Hounsell-Drover Family 
 
Commissioning: My Friends, go forth from this time of worship refreshed, renewed and 
prepared to love one another.  Amen. 
 

 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Primates’ Task Group. 
Logan our Bishop, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 
S. John the Baptist, South Cowichan & Diocese of Caledonia. 
In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in hospital. 

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 

Joan, Maureen, Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, Peggy,  
& Carol Ann. 

 
 

 


