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Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, you whales and all that 

swim in the waters; all birds of the air; all wild animals and cattle; all people on earth; * praise him 

and highly exalt him for ever.   Paraphrase from the Prayer of Azariah (Song of the Three) 52-60 

 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
 

In the name of our liberating, loving and life giving Creator, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   
 

Ontario’s West Coast – as the shores of Lake Huron are known –  is familiar territory to me.  The 

fertile, relatively flat farmland is dotted with wooded areas, brush, rivers and streams that show to 

great advantage in the autumn. 
 

I am on a short road trip, following weeks of collaboration with parish leadership and volunteers to 

safely resume in-person worship.  The weather on my journey has been what you could call 

“variable”.  That’s to say, it has changed frequently.  Much like life these past months.  Unseasonably 

warm, sunny days have given way to sudden rain.  As I write this letter, a torrential downpour is 

hammering the roof of my attic room in the country inn where I am staying.  I keep looking at the 

ceiling, half-expecting to see water coming through.  Darkness has descended, and the glorious 

autumnal foliage and remarkable Lake Huron sunset witnessed earlier today have disappeared into 

the inky blackness of night. The sudden onslaught is unsettling. 
 

This season of global pandemic, with the anticipated and dreaded “second wave” upon us is 

unsettling.  And it may seem hard to feel thankful this Thanksgiving weekend as we limit family 

gatherings.  Yet, gratitude will come when we open our eyes to the abundance of gifts that surround 

us – even amidst the changes and disruptions.  When we give thanks we acknowledge that we are not 

the origin of our own lives.  The gift of creation’s majestic beauty and resilience shown at this time of 

year is the reminder we need to acknowledge that everything, including ourselves, belongs to God, 

and that God is the source of all that we have.  The courageous and humble act of giving thanks 

unites us with the Divine Giver, whose pleasure it is to give us all we require.   

 

I give thanks to God for all of you, the saints of St. John: for your faithfulness, your patience, your 

generosity.  May each of us give thanks.  Let us give thanks for all that has been, is, and is yet to be.  

Let us open our eyes to the abundance that is there.  Let us praise and glorify the Lord, forever.   

 

I remain your servant in Christ, 

 
The Reverend Canon Catherine Ascah 

catherine-ascah@ottawa.anglican.ca 

(613) 859-4962 
 

Encl. 
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