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Team effort
Challenges are part of the life of a small parish and lavish Christmas concerts aren’t always possible. This year at St. Michael 
and All Angels, Minto, they improvised with great success. On Dec. 20, Sunday school co-ordinator Bonnie Anderson read the 
Berenstain Bears book “The Joy of Giving.” The creche was empty when she began and the children collected figurines placed 
around the church at the appropriate times in the story, completing the creche by the end of the book. They also took the job of 
Advent candle lighting very seriously, as is evident here. From left: Mylee Van Doren, Tenley Van Doren, Jack Thurrott, Ty Gunter 
(with candle), Evan Chase, Bonnie Anderson and lay reader Alexa Kaye. Everyone enjoyed a feast of pizza, chili, biscuits, fruit, 
sugar cookies and cupcakes after the service.

E-offering 
grows  
throughout  
the diocese
By Gisele McKniGht

The act of placing your offerings 
and tithes in the offertory plate 
is an age-old church tradition. 
But like so much in the world, 
even that has changed.

in this diocese, it came 15 
years ago with the advent of 
e-offering, or electronic funds 
transfer. Jean wilson has been 
at the helm since its inception in 
1999.

“it was a pilot project in the 
Parish of grand Bay and the 
Parish of ketepec,” said Jean. 

“geoffrey hall (then priest 
and rector of the two parishes) 
had heard about it and wanted 
to try it out and asked if i’d man-
age it.

“we did our first transfer to 
the bank in March 2000.” 

“i’ve always been a proponent 
of our doing whatever we can 
to remove barriers to our giv-
ing,” said geoffrey, now dean of 
christ church cathedral. 

“At the time, many of us 
were paying our utility bills that 
way. exploring giving by way 
of electronic transfer seemed to 
be a natural step in developing 
a more comprehensive steward-
ship strategy. 

“we did some investigating 
and discovered several members 
of our congregations who would 
be willing to give it a try.” 

Their experiment became a 
diocesan pilot project, and then 
it was implemented across the 
diocese with Jean administering 
it. 

e-offering is simply the 
transfer of money from your 
bank account to your church on 
a regular basis, the same way a 

“E-offering” continued on page 2

Meet our new parish development officer

“PDO” continued on page 2

By Gisele McKniGht

The diocese finally has a parish 
development officer to replace 
David edwards, who vacated 
the position in 2014 after being 
elected bishop.

ken Neilson began work Jan. 
18.

ken and his wife, Fay, are the 
owner-operators of inThestill-
ness retreat centre in west 
Quaco, near st. Martins. he is 
also a certified marriage and 
family therapist and a deacon in 
the church of the Nazarene. 

while ken is not Anglican, 
he’s not exactly unfamiliar.

“For literally decades, my 
guide to prayer has been the 
lectionary,” he said.

he has two bachelors degrees 
and two masters degrees, and 
expects to graduate from Acadia 
Divinity college this year with a 
PhD in practical theology.

“The timing has worked well,” 

said ken. “Part of it i attribute 
to god and to the bishop. i’m 
graduating, and over the last 
while we’ve felt this stirring — a 
time to leave something behind 
and find something else.”

ken may be familiar to some, 
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loan or bill payment is made. 
The donor agrees to the amount 
and the frequency with which 
funds are transferred — weekly, 
monthly or other. And those 
arrangements can be changed at 
any time.

“it’s very easy to change the 
amount,” said kim scott, as-
sistant treasurer in the Parish of 
New Bandon. “you can increase 
your amount or even stop it. you 
just have to let us know.”

The “us” she refers to is your 
local parish e-offering co-ordi-
nator. That person can set you 
up with the proper paperwork 
so that you never have to worry 
about forgetting your envelopes, 
missing church or being away on 
vacation. 

The Parish of New Bandon 
came on board in April 2001.

“There were some of us in the 
parish who thought it would be 
easier than scrambling to find 
money in our wallets,” said kim. 

“There were six or seven of us 
when we started. Now it’s more 
than doubled.”

every once in awhile they 
have an e-offering information 
campaign and pick up more 
participants, some of whom do 
not even attend church but still 
want to give regularly.

“To me personally, i’m being 
more consistent in giving to the 

church,” said kim.
Jean sees the value in e-offer-

ing because of its consistency. if 
you’re away, the church can still 
count on your offering. it’s es-
pecially welcome given summer 
vacations and the unpredictabil-
ity of weather.

“last year we had four sun-
days we had to cancel, but we 
still have to pay the bills,” she 

More consistent giving comes with e-offering
E-offering continued from page 1 said, adding it aids parishes to 

plan more accurately, knowing 
how much revenue they can 
count on.

“e-offering helps the parishes 
with the day-to-day bills because 
the money comes in even when 
the people aren’t there,” said Jean.

still, some people might be 
reluctant to adopt e-offering, 
thinking they would be too em-
barrassed to bypass the plate as 
it comes down their row.

“No one even thinks about 
it now, we’ve been doing it so 
long,” said kim, but there are 
solutions. 

some churches have e-offer-
ing cards outside the sanctuary 
you can pick up and deposit 
in the plate. Jean says you can 
still use an envelope — leave it 
empty, or use it to donate to mis-
sions, sunday school or other 
special projects. 

About one-third of all givers 
in the diocese use e-offering. 
According to Jean’s statistics, in 
2010, e-offerings from parish-
ioners totalled $2.03 million. in 
2014, they rose to $2.2 million. 

it costs parishes a fee of $25 a 
month to participate, but as kim 
says, the increase in revenue has 
far exceeded the monthly fee.

“it was a really good choice 

for us,” she said.
Diocesan Treasurer irene 

Adams noted that there seems to 
be a direct relationship between 
parishes with significant par-
ticipation in e-offering and the 
financial stability of the parish.  

“Obviously being able to 
rely on a steady and predictable 
cash flow helps the parish with 
its budgeting process,” she said. 
“unfortunately the financial 
needs of the parish don’t take 
holidays, and i have noticed 
that those parishes with lower 
e-offering participation are 
often the ones that struggle the 
most, especially during the peak 
vacation periods and the winter 
storm season.”  

There are a few parishes that still 
don’t participate in the program 
and she encourages people to con-
tact their parish office to join. 

“The monthly fee to the 
parish does not change with in-
creasing the number of partici-
pants – it has great potential for 
creating a significant return on a 
very small investment!” she said.

There is further informa-
tion on the diocesan website for 
both parishioners and parishes. 
go to anglican.nb.ca, click on 
resources > parish resources > 
e-offering program.

E-offering participation

  2009  2010  2013   2014
# of parishes       50       51      57       58
# of parishioners 1,097 1,122 1,151 1,196

Neilson is a Saint John native
PDO continued from page 1

having facilitated conciliation 
training for Anglicans last 
spring. he also taught at Taylor 
college with Threshold Minis-
tries from 2002-2010.

That’s where he met Bishop 
David, who had come to canada 
to be its principal. 

while they kept in touch over 
the years, it wasn’t until ken was 
a speaker at a 12-12-12 gath-
ering in December that Bishop 
David decided ken might be a 
good fit for the open position.

“it came into my head while 
he was speaking, ‘why not ask 
ken to be the parish develop-
ment officer?’ but i thought, ‘no, 
that won’t work. he’s too busy,’” 
said Bishop David.  

“But i couldn’t get it out of 
my head.”

The diocese has 
been seeking to 
fill the role since 
David became 
bishop, without 
success. even an 
ad in the church 
Times in england 
didn’t work.

“we’ve been trying to fill that 
position since i was elected bish-
op,” said David. “it’s not some-
thing i expected to happen.”

Nevertheless, they met, struck 
a deal for ken to work at .75 of 
full-time, and, said the bishop, 
“i’m looking forward to what 
god has in store.”

ken, 59 and a native of saint 
John, says his role as parish 
development officer will be one 
of support. 

“i will be helping support the 
deaneries to action the charge 
of the bishop,” he said. “i will be 
supporting the parish leaders, 
equipping and empowering them 
in missional initiatives — how to 
reach out into their parishes.”

ken’s faith statement: we 
must actively seek the face of 
god and then put that into 
action. you can’t have part one 

without part two. 
you become insu-
lar with only part 
one. 

if you really 
know the heart of 
god, you’re com-
pelled to go out 
and act.

Ken Neilson

We must actively seek the face of 
God and then put that into action. You 
can’t have part one without part two. 
You become insular with only part one. 
If you really know the heart of God, 
you’re compelled to go out and act.
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February 3    
Clergy Day

February 7   
Douglas and 
Nashwaaksis

February 10  
Christ Church 

Cathedral 
(Ash Wednesday)

February 16   
Bishop’s Counsel

February 20   
Christian Men’s 

Fellowship 
Weekend, Snider 

Mountain

February 21   
East Saint John

February 22-26 
House of Bishops

February 28    
Grand Manan

March 6   
Wicklow, Wilmot, 
Peel and Aberdeen

March 13   
Canterbury

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is Diocesan Bishop of 
Fredericton.

The God of small things
in the final days of Decem-

ber last year, i was walking 
around indigo in saint John 

when i received an email from a 
reporter from The Daily glean-
er.  
     she asked if i would be will-
ing to comment on “the state of 
religion in New Brunswick.”  
     i told her that i was happy 
to do so and we had a phone 
interview there and then. some 
of you may have seen the result 
in various newspapers on New 
year’s eve.  
     her next request was a little 
more complex, could she take a 
photograph of me to go with the 
article?      
     i told her that i was in saint 
John, on my way to the gym, and 
as bishop, i do not have access to 
any churches, because i am not a 
key holder.  
     As i am not a great fan of 
having my picture taken i 
thought i was off the hook. 
     Not so fast. she told me that 
a photographer could be sent 
anywhere in the city to suit my 
convenience, but preferably at 
least outside a church building.   
      it was clearly a slow news 
day, so i reluctantly agreed to 
meet to have my picture taken 
outside Trinity church at 2:15 

p.m.
     when i arrived at the church, 
i realized there were people in 
the building, so i went in to ask 
if i could have a key to open the 
front door. 
     i was duly let in and opened a 
door half way down the corridor 
between the hall and the church.     
     i then met the photographer, 
who thought it would be better 
to take the picture inside Trinity 
and that is what some of you will 
have seen in the newspapers. 
     All that has gone before is 
merely preamble to the real 
story. As i sat posing for the 
photograph, a family of four 
came in through the open door 
on charlotte street and into the 
Nave.  

     They sat in a line behind me 
and began to say their prayers. i 
managed to detach myself from 
being photographed for a few 
seconds to say “hi” and then 
showed the photographer out. 
     Much to my surprise, when 
i returned the family was still 
there, so i began to chat with 
them.  
     it turned out that they were 
from Texas and were staying 
with relatives in Quispamsis.   
     Then one of the children said: 
“is this the church that is being 
repaired?” 
     i replied, “what do you mean 
by repaired?” 
    she responded by saying, 
“Part of it is being torn down.” 
     i said, “No, that is stone 
church just up the hill.” 
     The little girl replied by say-
ing, “we have brought some 
money to help, but where do we 
put it?” 
     i said, “if you will trust me 
with it, i will make sure it gets to 
the right place.” 
     with that, she produced 
a small tin stuffed with both 
canadian and American bank 
notes and some coins. she 
handed them to me.  
     it was not a huge amount of 
money — about $25 — but the 

joy on this child’s face at being 
able to help was incredible.    
     i would say it is an amazing 
amount of money. 
     let’s consider the hand of 
god in this. i had no reason 
to be at Trinity at that time. i 
opened a door which let the 
family come in and i was able to 
talk to them.  
     it is delightful to see how 
god seeks to encourage us along 
the way. in my mind there is no 
doubt that this was a god-engi-
neered encounter. 
     in Matthew 10:29-30 Jesus 
says: “Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground outside 
your Father’s care.  And even the 
very hairs of your head are all 
numbered.” 

Colin Ranson, 2, and his big brother, 
Isaac, 3, had a happy Christmas 
morning this year. Their dad, the 
Rev. Paul Ranson, said the family 
is preparing for the trip to Texas 
where Colin will undergo laser brain 
surgery on March 4 to blast a tumor 
that causes multiple daily gelastic 
seizures. Passports for the boys are 
on their way, flights are booked and 
accommodations have been reserved. 
Paul asks for continued prayers 
— for safe travels, the surgery, the 
medical team and the family. To 
date, fundraising around the diocese 
for Colin’s expensive surgery has 
been beyond anyone’s expectations. 
The total that has come through the 
diocese amounts to $128,763.12 as 
of press time. “Christmas was very 
joyful,” said Paul. “We have lots to be 
thankful for.”

Little 
buddies

SubmittEd photo
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Lobster  
dinner a  
resounding 
success!
On saturday, Nov. 28, 100 guests 
gathered at st. luke’s church, 
Parish of Portland in saint John 
to enjoy the inaugural event of 
the parish’s capital campaign, 
“Moving Onward – st. luke’s 
revival.”  
     The saint John y’s Men’s club 
prepared and served a fabulous 
lobster dinner, and Dr. kevin 
langford and soprano Ms. luan 
salmon provided beautiful mu-
sical entertainment.   
     rob Pitman, st. luke’s out-
reach co-ordinator, gave a brief 
synopsis of the many ministries 
offered at the church.
    special guest speaker the 
hon. graydon Nicholas, former 

lieutenant governor of New 
Brunswick, gave an inspiring 
talk that included his personal 
experiences of assisting those 
who need a helping hand.  
     The evening was a resounding 
success that raised much-needed 
funds that will be used to switch 
the church to a more cost-effective 
and energy efficient source of heat.   
     Just as importantly, the event 
also raised awareness of the 
needs of the community and the 
efforts of st. luke’s to fill them, 
the lord being our helper.

Top: Saint John Mayor Mel Norton and Portland-Simonds MLA Trevor 
Holder auction lobsters as part of the fundraiser.

Right: Former lieutenant-governor Graydon Nicholas was guest 
speaker.

Bottom: A crowd of 100 gathered to enjoy lobster and raise money for 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church.

SubmittEd photoS
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Prison ministry: from judgment to love

By Gisele McKniGht

Hebrews 13:3
Continue to remember those 

in prison as if you were together 
with them in prison, and those 
who are mistreated as if you 
yourselves were suffering.

The week before christmas was 
a busy one for Jonathan and sue 
ellen english.

That was when they had the 
privilege of delivering christmas 
gifts to children — not just any 
children, but kids whose mom 
or dad is an inmate in one of 
New Brunswick’s nine correc-
tional facilities.

They are the regional rep-
resentatives for Prison Fellow-
ship canada, and their major 
christmas activity is lining up 
sponsors — individuals or whole 
churches — to buy $30 gifts on 
behalf of incarcerated parents, 
and delivering them.

Often, sponsors deliver the 
gifts themselves, and from their 
feedback, the experience is as 
joyful for the giver as it is the 
recipient. 

There are over 350,000 chil-
dren in canada with an incar-
cerated parent. During christ-
mas 2014, over 2,200 of them 
received a gift through Prison 
Fellowship’s Angel Tree christ-
mas program. clearly there is 
much need going unmet.

Jonathan spoke at st. John 
the evangelist in Fredericton in 
November about the Angel Tree 
christmas program, and some of 
the gifts he delivered were from 
that congregation.

The couple does a lot of 
public speaking at area churches, 
particularly during the christ-
mas season. 

They rely on christian 
churches to help them fulfil their 
mandate to share the word of 
god and build relationships with 
inmates and their families. 

Ministry beginnings
sue ellen and Jonathan’s aim 

with the men and women they 
visit is discipleship — to nurture 
relationships and provide sup-
port to inmates through Bible 
studies, chapel services and, 
among other things, the Angel 

Bringing Christmas 
and summer 
camp to kids 
whose parents are 
serving time

Tree christmas campaign. 
They are part of a world-wide 

team of 1,000 staff and board 
members and 45,000 volunteers 
in more than 125 countries and 
territories, all built upon the 
experience of chuck colson, a 
richard Nixon aide convicted in 
the watergate scandal. 

he served seven months in 
jail, found Jesus and used his 
experience to begin the prison 
ministry. Today it is the largest 
christian ministry group in the 
world working in the criminal 
justice field.

changes
until 2014, Jonathan and sue 

ellen lived a much more secure 
life — both of them working for 
Jonathan’s family firm in wood-
stock, travelling the globe on 
business, and raising their two 
teenaged daughters.

But in October that year, 
they took a huge leap of faith, 
quit their jobs, moved to the 
Fredericton area and became the 
regional reps for Prison Fellow-
ship canada. 

And god blessed them, rather 
unexpectedly, with a baby son, 
Bradley, just four months ago.

“Through any ups and downs, 
behind it all is the unwavering 
knowledge that god has brought 
us to the right place at the right 
time,” said sue ellen.

When you’re called
The desire to change their 

lives and embrace full-time min-
istry began four years ago.

“we just started getting this 
stirring,” said sue ellen, the 
daughter of missionaries. “we 
were investing a lot of money in 
other countries [for missions] 
but we weren’t even aware of 
what’s going on here.”

so they got involved with the 
canadian Bible society, which 
exposed them to the key To 
Freedom project — a Bible pub-
lished especially for prisoners — 
and they began supporting that 
ministry.

That led to training for chap-
lain ministry.

“The lord made it so clear 
that he was calling us to prison 
ministry,” said sue ellen.

“you have to be called,” 
she said. “it’s a very high-risk 
ministry, and a high failure rate. 
But when you’re called, you’re 
called.”

Attitude adjustment
Jonathan admits to hav-

ing held feelings of superiority 
toward criminals, but god used 
their first trip to a correctional 
facility, Madawaska, to sort 
things out. 

“i always looked at them as 
bad guys who deserved to be 
locked up,” he said. 

“it really challenged my 

whole belief system. The ground 
is level at the foot of the cross. 
No one is better or worse than 
the other. My perspective was 
being put right.”

Another realization was that 
80 per cent of the people they 
were visiting had been victims 
of some sort of abuse as children 
and didn’t have the skills to deal 
with the pain.

“when you understand that, 
you realize you’re just there to 
give them the hope of Jesus,” he 
said.

For the kids
As part of the Angel Tree 

christmas program, inmates 
have the opportunity to include 
a note to their child.

“There’s such a pain of sepa-
ration,” said Jonathan. “i’ll tell 
you, it brings tears to your eyes 
to read those messages.”

in this region, 125 chil-
dren received gifts and notes 
from their incarcerated par-
ent through the program this 
season. 

Now that christmas is over, 
their focus shifts to the Angel 
Tree camping program, which 
sponsors some of these same 
children for a week at a chris-
tian camp.

“These kids are in such dys-
functional, sometimes abusive 
homes,” said Jonathan. “we want 
them to experience the love and 

caring of god.
“it’s the planting of seeds. 

some will get the first Bible of 
their lives at camp. They’ll learn 
life skills, social skills, how to 
swim, how to canoe. we want it 
to be a healing experience.” 

he’s heard the value of camp-
ing ministry from an inmate he 
visited this year. 

A lifer, this man had spent 
one week of his childhood at a 
christian camp and the message 
stayed with him. 

while it didn’t prevent him 
from committing a crime, it 
did help lead him to Jesus while 
incarcerated. 

Now, he told Jonathan, he 
saves what little he can to help 
sponsor a child to go to camp. 

A huge need
Jonathan encourages the 

churches involved in the christ-
mas and camping programs to 
form connections with the fami-
lies they’re helping, taking them 
under their wing, inviting them 
to church and to their programs 
as their own follow-up ministry. 

churches can also invite 
Angel Tree children to their 
vacation Bible schools.

Prison Fellowship canada 
doesn’t have its own camps or 
churches. it’s trans-denomina-
tional to serve all, so it relies 
on christian churches for their 
infrastructure and support, for 
example, to help provide the 
christmas gifts and the sponsor-
ships to summer camp.

“There are opportunities 
for churches to partner with 
us financially,” said Jonathan. 
“There’s a huge need in this 
province.”

Jonathan and sue ellen are 
hoping to build relationships 
with Anglicans this year.

“what if each parish took on 
a “one child” challenge?  how 
many lives could we affect if 
each parish sponsored one child 
for a week of camp this sum-
mer?” asked sue ellen.

“This is an opportunity to 
influence one child for life and 
also the lives of the child’s family 
members.”

if you would like to hear 
more, invite Jonathan and sue 
ellen english to your parish or 
church group. 

They’ll share information 
about the Angel Tree camp-
ing opportunity and the other 
ministries of Prison Fellowship 
canada. 

contact them via telephone 
(506-478-0582) or email (nbre-
gion@prisonfellowship.ca).

Sue Ellen and Jonathan English never dreamed the stirring they felt for a new ministry would lead them to 
the jails and prisons of New Brunswick. They joined Prison Fellowship Canada, quit their jobs and moved 
in order to fulfil the plan God has for them on the inside. They focus on discipleship among inmates in the 
province’s six jails, three prisons and four rehab facilities. 

mcknight photo
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Jordan House, where the door is always open
By Gisele McKniGht

Dorchester street in saint John’s uptown is not a 
pretty, tree-lined, historic avenue. in fact, anyone 
with a lick of sense would probably stay away, at least 
after dark.

it has a handful of partitioned century-old houses 
that have seen better days, and many parking lots. it’s 
a block or two from the court house, a block from 
stone church, and a block from the pawn shops and 
bars on union street.

it’s not a sought-after address. which is precisely 
why Jordan house, at 21 Dorchester, is perfectly 
situated. 

For nine years, Jordan house has given refuge to 
the needy of saint John — the poor, the homeless, 
refugees and people overdue for a break from the 
world. They have needed a bed, a meal, a prayer and 
the compassion of two women who have devoted 
their lives to the concept of “others before self.”

Meet ruby ranson and Debbie collicott, the 
house mothers and grandmothers who, over the 
years, have taken in 21 people for anywhere from 
six weeks to five years. They’ve charged about $400 a 
month for room and board — although sometimes 
the price has been zero — and whatever they’ve got-
ten hasn’t come close to paying the bills.

The house at 21 Dorchester was once a rooming 
house. it has three floors and seven bedrooms. At its 
fullest, there were 11 people living under the same 
roof. Now there are only two residents, plus the two 
women.

An open door
ruby was raised in a home that attracted a lot of 

neighbourhood kids and others. 
“we had an open door house where everyone was 

welcome and treated like family,” said ruby, adding 
she sought to replicate that same policy in her own 
home with her children and their friends.

ruby long wanted to do the same thing for saint 
John’s poor.

“when i first came to saint John, i saw such 
despair on people’s faces,” she said. “i used to walk 
down charlotte street crying. i had to stop looking.”

ruby had a long-term vision, and even looked at 
houses for sale to set up a residence where those lost, 
despairing people could find a welcome mat.

“i really felt led by the lord,” she said. “i came 
from a home with lots of love and i wanted to extend 
that to others.”

she talked to her pastor at the time at stone 
church, Bishop David edwards, who went with her 
to look at houses for sale, but ruby already had her 
own house and wasn’t sure she could manage such 
a project on her own. After awhile, it seemed her 
dream was going nowhere.

Dreaming of canada
A girl named Mary was also dreaming. in fact, she 

had three distinct dreams. in one, people were gath-
ered together speaking english. A speaker of urdu, 
Mary didn’t know how she knew they were speaking 
english. she just knew.

in the second, there was snow on the ground 
and people were playing in it — even eating it. it 
was canada. she didn’t know how she knew it was 
canada. she just knew.

in the third dream, she saw a woman in a photo 

— a woman she did not know.

God opens doors
“i knew about the house plans,” said Debbie. “i 

even went looking with David, but i had no thought 
to be a partner. i just thought i was a friend, a prayer 
support. ruby and David were friends. i was just 
brought along.”

By the time David saw the house for sale on 
Dorchester street, ruby had given up, but he urged 
both women to go see the house.

All three of them saw it, days went by, then David 
told Debbie, ‘i think you need to buy this house.’ 

“i said, ‘you’re crazy,’ but he said ‘i want you to 
pray about it.’

“so we prayed about it,” said Debbie. “i spent 
the better part of a week wrestling. i spent hours in 
prayer at stone one afternoon. The lord showed me 
some things. And i was convinced it was right to 
pursue it.”

All this, even though Debbie never wanted to buy 
a house and still can’t quite figure out how she ended 
up doing so. she also had a teenaged daughter to 
consider.

“really, the lord led us all the way,” said Deb-
bie. “Once we started to look at this house, the lord 
opened so many doors.”

The seller wanted a lot more than she could af-
ford, but at David’s insistence, she offered $30,000 
under the asking price. he assured her it would be 
accepted. it was. Then the mortgage was approved, 
and Jordan house was underway.

Fleeing to canada
Far away in Pakistan, a woman named esther, the 

wife of a wealthy businessman, converted to christi-
anity. her daughter, Mary, did as well.

The husband was outraged, and esther was 
repeatedly tortured for her new faith, even while 
pregnant. 

Things came to a head when Mary, 18, was 

pledged to marry her first cousin. esther decided she 
could not allow the wedding to go ahead. 

‘i’m in a taxi and i’m coming for you. Don’t ask 
questions. Just come out and get in.’

The two fled Pakistan with some gold jewellery, 
their passports and the clothes on their backs. They 
flew to sri lanka and sought sanctuary in a Presby-
terian church, applied for refugee status and chose 
canada as their eventual destination.

One year later, in 2007, Mary was approved to 
come to canada, although esther had to wait an-
other two years before she would be able to join her 
daughter.

The woman in the picture
it was November, 2006 when the sale went 

through. ruby and Debbie moved in, and David 
came and prayed in every room for every eventual 
resident. 

“he asked the lord to send people, and the lord 
has answered his prayer abundantly,” said Debbie. 

By the new year, a man in need came to live with 
them and stayed until september.

“september was a hard month,” said Debbie. “i 
cried out, ‘lord, we thought this was of you. There’s 
no one here.’ And he told me, ‘wait until October.’”

On Oct. 1 the phone rang. A man they knew had 
a young refugee woman from Pakistan who was des-
perately lonely and wanted to live with a family. 

The women prayed with David and the feeling 
was positive. On Oct. 2, settlement services and a 
19-year-old named Mary came to inspect the house. 
Mary moved in the next day.

Mary hadn’t wanted to leave her mother in sri 
lanka, but esther told her, ‘you go. i will pray the 
lord gives you a family to live with.’”

Mary had found her new home. in fact, she had 
found the woman in the photo. she didn’t tell Debbie 
about her dreams until long after she’d moved in. But 
on that day she came for the initial visit, Debbie had 
taken the day off work, and when Debbie opened the 

mcknight photoS
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Jordan House, where the door is always open

door, Mary realized her dream was real and that she 
was where she was supposed to be. 

‘i saw the woman in the picture. it was you, Deb-
bie!’ she told her. 

Mary called esther to tell her, ‘you don’t have to 
worry. The lord sent me to live with the woman in 
the picture.’

 
The whole family
Debbie navigated a sea of paperwork to get esther 

to saint John. esther was later joined by her two 
sons. At one point, all four Pakistani refugees lived 
at Jordan house. Those were happy times, which 
included the unexpected birth of Mary’s son, Joshua.

Both women, plus David, are godparents to 
Joshua, and both women attended birthing classes 
and doctor’s appointments, and were in the delivery 
room when he was born.

“i cut the cord,” said ruby. “Mary was a daughter 
to both of us.”

Mary eventually stayed for five years. The family 
later settled in calgary. They have jobs there, and a 
sizable Pakistani community of support. Joshua is 
now four years old.

Prayer and coffee
Through the years, there have been more than just 

residents around their dining room table. 
“A lot were from the halfway house. And there 

have been people at the door who just needed a cup 
of coffee and prayer,” said Debbie. “People will just 
show up and need a place for the night.”

Almost all, however, have been recommended 
by someone the women trust. They’ve never done 
background checks, though. 

“we’ve prayed, and we’ve never had a speck of 
trouble,” said Debbie. “we’ve always known. Maybe 
10 times we’ve felt a check in our spirit to know it 
wasn’t right.”

About the only trouble they’ve ever had was when 
someone kicked in their door one night, but “we 
never even noticed it until the next morning. David 
came and fixed it,” said ruby.

The one iron-clad rule at Jordan house is no 
drugs or alcohol and no second chances on the 
subject. 

They’ve housed woman escaping abusive situ-
ations who were waiting for government housing. 
They’ve had students from far away whose pastors 
have called on Jordan house. 

“we’ve mothered a lot of people,” said Debbie. 
“everybody who’s lived with us needed a place to 
live. Most wanted to live with a family. we’ve all lived 
together as family.

“Quite a few have been beaten up by the world. 
we never advertised, but we believed god sent them 
to us.”

everyone who’s lived at Jordan house has eventu-
ally moved on. some had to be nudged. Others knew 
it was time. Though there have never been time 
limits, “we didn’t want to make people dependent on 
us,” said ruby.

 

The time has come
soon, according to god’s timing, ruby and Deb-

bie will move on and Jordan house will close. 
ruby would like to live in her own house again, 

and Debbie’s life is about to change.
“we are literally waiting on the lord,” said Deb-

bie. “i’ll be retiring soon. we are waiting to see what 
the lord has on his mind. he brought us here so 
miraculously, so surely he has a plan.”

The best plan, say the women, would be for the 
house to continue in some ministry capacity. The 
house has been for sale since summer. it needs some 
work, and it’s expensive to heat. 

Both women have grandchildren on their minds. 
Debbie has one granddaughter who is three. ruby 
has little colin ranson and his brother, isaac. 

it’s a bittersweet time as they reminisce about the 
years spent praying and consoling, feeding and hous-
ing, and how god’s hand was at work through it all.

“we never would have done this without David,” 
said Debbie. “he was the catalyst.”

“we call him our not-so-silent partner,” said ruby, 
with a grin.

so ruby the retired bookkeeper, and Debbie the 
soon-to-be retired teacher, who have become like 
sisters through this odyssey, are content to wait for 
god’s direction for them and for Jordan house.

“we could be here months, we could be here 
years,” said Debbie. 

in the meantime, they are enjoying the memories, 
and still opening the door to those who need their 
help.

Left: Debbie Collicott with her 
photo that played a big role in 
Mary’s life, years before Mary 
and Debbie ever met.

Right: Ruby Ranson and 
Debbie Collicott at the 
doorway of 21 Dorchester 
St. in Saint John’s uptown. 
Although they keep the door 
locked at all times, their 
door has been opened to 21 
residents over the years, plus 
countless lost souls who just 
needed a bed for the night, a 
cup of coffee, a sympathetic 
ear and a heartfelt prayer. 
Ruby and Debbie have given 
all that and more to Saint 
John’s most needy residents. 
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CLAY wants YOU!
if you haven’t heard about the 
clAy (canadian lutheran 
Anglican youth) gathering 
happening in charlottetown, 
P.e.i. this summer, then you 
will want to listen up! 

clAy is a youth-centered 
program that empowers youth 
and develops leadership that 
will allow the youth partici-
pant to share what they experi-
enced and learned with others 
in our home communities. 

The theme of the event is 
Not For Sale. Throughout the 
gathering, participants will be 
exploring this theme in three 
parts: salvation is not for sale, 
human beings are not for sale 
and creation is not for sale.

yig members Jason smith, 
Parish of the Nerepis and st 
John; and Debora kantor, 
Parish of cambridge and wa-

terborough, will be leading a 
team of youth from the diocese 
to this gathering. 

clAy is open to any youth 
between the ages of 14-19 

(teens who are 13 will need 
special permission). if you 
know anyone who would like 
to be part of this great experi-
ence, contact Jason or Debora 
by March 1st. 

There is a cost per partici-
pant, $375 for registration fees 
plus $140 for accommodation 
at the university of Prince 
edward island. 

As a team, there will be fun-
draisers and the yig team will 
have small bursaries available, 
so do not let finances get in the 
way, if that is an issue. clAy 
will take place in charlotte-
town from Aug. 17-21.

if parishes are interested 
in assisting in any way or if 
there are any youth interested, 
contact Jason smith: 

< jasonasmith1214@gmail.
com > . 

The Rev. Bob LeBlanc was installed as rector of the Parish of 
Wicklow, Wilmot, Peel & Aberdeen Dec. 13 by Archdeacon 
Cathy Laskey on behalf of Bishop David Edwards. The 
congregation held a celebration after the service that 
included this cake with its heartfelt message.

SubmittEd photo

Episcopal  
announcements

Jan. 12 - Ken 
neilson has 
been appointed 
parish develop-
ment officer, 
effective Jan. 18. 

• • •

Dec. 21 - The Rev. canon Dr. 
John simons has been ap-
pointed priest and honorary 
assistant in the Parish of sack-
ville. John has retired to New 
Brunswick from the Diocese of 
Montreal. 

• • •

Dec. 20 - The Diocese of Fred-
ericton is pleased to confirm 
that the Rev. Robyn cuming, 

now retired, 
will continue 
in her capacity 
as honorary 
assistant in 
the Parish of 
rothesay.

• • •

Dec. 14 - Michael Briggs, of 
the Parish of st. Philip’s, is ap-
pointed diocesan stewardship 
officer, effective Jan. 1.

• • •

Dec. 14 - The Rev. canon 
Richard Mcconnell will 
continue as interim priest-in-
charge in the Parish of New 
Bandon until June 30.

The Parish of St. Stephen gathered 
for its annual Christmas party and 
potluck on Dec. 19.  Everybody was 
up for an evening of relaxation and 
fellowship which included games 
and stories – some hilarious, and 
some of the Christmas miracle. 
Gifts were exchanged and a feast 
was served. The hall was decked 
out for the occasion, sparkling in 
red and green. It was a great time 
of turning the focus on Christmas. 
At right, Dot Larsen takes a break 
during the preparations. Below, the 
conversation was animated among 
warden Kathy Moffatt, lay reader 
Betty Matheson and warden Kathy 
Cleghorn.

parish news

SubmittEd photoS
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How to welcome new members
By susAn JAcK

The sad truth is that when a 
church closes, the members 
disburse. This certainly was the 
case when the Parish of west 
saint John closed its doors in 
2015.  
     some members chose to 
join the newly formed west-
side Anglican Mission and 
others moved on to other 
churches. 
     The decisions weren’t always 
easy, especially when separated 
from the buildings, things and 
friends that we have grown to 
love over the years.  
     Because the westside Angli-
can Mission was in a tempo-
rary space when the church 
building was sold, many of the 
artifacts were given to other 
parishes. 
     in some cases the item filled 
a void within its new parish.  
     sometimes the items had 
been given as a memorial by a 
family who was now worship-
ping elsewhere so the items 
went to that parish.  
     And in the case of the 
church of the good shepherd 
of the Parish of lancaster, they 
happily took items to help 
make transplanted parishio-
ners feel at home.  
     The ground work was laid 
in Advent when the banners 
that had been made by the 
Marthas & Marys, a woman’s 
group from st. george’s-st. 
Jude’s, started appearing in 
the church each week of the 

season.  
     The next pleasant surprise 
was two sundays prior to 
christmas when the crèche 
appeared in the narthex of the 
church. 
     standing over five and a half 
feet, it is not a small piece and 
it holds great memories for 
those who attended the former 
parish.  
     The figures had suffered 
some damage over the years 
and they were nicely fixed up 

by one member of the congre-
gation.  
     Then on christmas eve the 
large eagle lectern appeared in 
the church. 
     weighing over 350 pounds, 
it is an impressive piece of 
brass that came from the for-
mer st. Jude’s church.  
     Prior to arriving at the 
good shepherd it was in need 
of some significant work to 
clean and shine it. 
     The Altar guild has worked 

to raise funds for this project 
and the lectern has now been 
refinished and coated to pro-
tect it for years to come.  
     Also making the trip up the 
hill to the church of the good 
shepherd was a large stone 
baptismal font that will replace 
a smaller one at the front of 
the church. 
     This font and the eagle 
lectern will be re-dedicated by 
Bishop David edwards during 
the 10:30 service on April 3. 

     The new members of the 
church of the good shepherd 
have been welcomed with 
open arms by our new church 
family.  
     And we now feel even more 
a significant part of the parish 
because some of our beloved 
artifacts have been integrated 
into our new church.  
     we are grateful for that 
sense of familiarity that has 
been provided within our new 
church family.

The eagle lectern, above, and 
the large crèche, left, were 
remnants of St. George’s 
(and St. Jude’s) which closed 
last year. They have a new 
life at Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Saint John, where 
many members of the former 
Parish of West Saint John now 
worship.

p a r i s h   n e w s

The Church of the Resurrection, Parish of the Nerepis and St. John, held a service called a Celebration of Hope, Joy, Peace and Healing on 
Dec. 4. Its purpose was for members and the community to remember and honour loved ones during the Christmas season. About 45 people 
attended. The service included music from the praise band and organ, prayers for healing and candle-lighting. Prior to the evening service, 
a prayer vigil was held. The celebration service marks an evolution from the outdoor memorial tree service. However, the memorial tree was 
not forgotten. A silver ribbon tree-shape was designed on one of the church’s walls where members added names and photos of their loved 
ones. It was very well received and plans are to continue this new tradition next year. 

Hope,  
joy,  
peace  
and  
healing

SubmittEd photoS
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A bible for all occasions 
— and languages

By Gisele McKniGht

The bible is god’s toolbox for 
every member of the clergy 
and every christian. But for 
the rev. canon Bill MacMul-
lin, the holy scriptures repre-
sent even more.

As president of the New 
Brunswick district of the 
canadian Bible society, the 
translation, publication and 
distribution of the bible is his 
volunteer retirement pastime.

“The bible is pretty central 
for Anglicans,” said the former 
rector of st. John the evan-
gelist church in Nashwaaksis. 
“The Bible society to me is 
believing, when Jesus said ‘go 
into all the world and make 
disciples,’ that he meant it. it’s 
essential.”

The society has a bible for 
every occasion and sector of 
the population: the key to 
Freedom bible for prisoners, 
written at a grade 7 level, with 
lots of subheadings for ease 
of reading; Braille and audio 
bibles for the visually im-
paired; word of welcome bible 
for newcomers to canada; 
Adventure For life bible for 
teens; the Poverty & Justice 
bible which highlights more 
than 2,000 passages on those 
topics, and so on.

“One thing i enjoy is the 
citizenship ceremonies,” said 
Bill. “i like seeing all the dif-

ferent new canadians and just 
seeing people of faith who are 
thrilled that someone is giving 
them a Bible.”

in this secular age, it’s a 
small miracle that the society 
is permitted to attend, but they 
set up a table outside the cer-
emony room. Bill doesn’t wait 
for people to come to him. As 
they exit the ceremony, he goes 
to them and offers a copy of 
the word of welcome bible. 

some say yes, some say no, 
some say they already have a 
bible. 

“sometimes we give out 
only three or four, and some-
times we give out 50,” he said.

The society makes a habit of 
giving bibles to civic leaders. 
The bibles are embossed with 
the names of mayors, council-
lors and soon, the province’s 
MlAs.

“we do this with christian 
leaders too,” he said. “when 
Bishop David was consecrated, 
he got a bible.”

Always trying to stay rel-
evant and in mind, the society 
raises awareness with special 
events like Proclamation, a 10-
day marathon where the bible 
is read. 

“it’s the reading of the 
whole bible, out loud, in the 
language of the readers,” he 
said. “we expect a variety of 
languages.”

it’s usually held in churches 

and people take turns reading 
passages. This is planned for 
Fredericton in the spring.

last year they held run 
For The word, a one or five 
kilometre walk or run to raise 
money, not for themselves, 
but for those afflicted with 
hiV/AiDs in the countries of 
ethiopia, Tanzania and south 
sudan. 

They even team up with 
groups and churches that give 
out food and gifts at christ-
mas so that a bible or New 
Testament is tucked into the 
hamper.

“One of the most exciting 
things for our district just over 
a year ago was that the gospel 
of John was produced in four 
languages: Maliseet, Mi’kmaq, 
French and english — one 
gospel in all four languages. 
This is not as easy as it may 
sound.

“Maliseet hasn’t been a writ-
ten language,” he said. “it’s oral, 
so through the work of watson 
williams and his wife, it’s been 
committed to paper.”

it was former lieutenant-
governor graydon Nicholas, 
himself Maliseet, who encour-
aged the project, he said.

“he has an interest in seeing 
it available to as many native 
people as possible.”

The canadian Bible soci-
ety is under the umbrella of 
united Bible societies — a 

worldwide network of bible 
societies in 200 countries and 
territories — alphabetically, 
from Albania to Zimbabwe.

Both the worldwide and the 
canadian societies are dedicat-
ed to the translation of bibles 
into various languages. it’s a 
gargantuan task, with 6,900 
identified languages. 

To date, all or parts of the 
bible have been translated into 
2,650 languages. 

Obviously, there is still a 
lot of work to do so that every 
group in the world can read 
the word of god in their own 
language. 

There remain 350 million 
people world-wide without 
that privilege. 

“it’s important that people 

The Rev. Canon Bill MacMullin is president of the New Brunswick 
division of the Canadian Bible Society.

mcknight photo

know god understands their 
language,” he said. “he speaks 
their language so it’s key to 
have the bible in their own 
language.”

in 2014, in canada there 
were 18 whole bibles and 52 
New Testaments translated and 
printed in new languages by 
the Bible society. 

in 2013, the society distrib-
uted 183,143 bibles; 165,748 
New Testaments; 62,432 scrip-
ture portions; and 1,256,476 
scripture selections.

The work of the canadian 
Bible society relies on fund-
raising and donations. if you 
would like to help, or if you 
want more information, visit 
the website (biblesociety.ca) or 
call 1-866-946-1711.

At above left, demolition on Stone Church’s hall in uptown Saint John is underway. The congregation and activities have moved to Trinity a few blocks 
away until renovations are complete. At right, on Dec. 20, as the family of St. Paul’s, Hampton, shared lunch after its Christmas pageant, parishioners 
paused to give thanks to Estelle Fowler. Estelle has been the parish secretary and mainstay at St. Paul’s for the past 11 years. In that time she has 
supported and mentored four different priests and the particular needs and peculiar requests of an active parish. The congregation wishes her the very 
best in her second retirement. Estelle is seen here with her youngest clergy protégé, the Rev. David Turner.  

Parish 
news

mcknight photo
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m u s i c    c o l u m n 

Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as  a priest serving  in 
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. 

Kutless continues a mixed bag with Surrender

kutless has been a hit-
and-miss kind of group 
for me over the past 

few years.  
The band’s albums have 

come to feature two to three 
strong tracks that have great 
hooks, great messages and 
well-written lyrics, and then 
there are twice as many tracks 
that sound like any other song 
your hear on faith-based radio 
and playlists.   
     let’s face it — music on re-
cording labels deemed “chris-
tian” has gotten very generic 
sounding, as if management 
is unwilling to take a risk on 
anything that doesn’t sound 
like an already successful (i.e., 
money-making) song or art-
ist. what a sadly untangled 
web we weave.

The first track off the new 
album, however, grabs you by 
the ears and won’t let you go.  
“Tear it up” brings the hard-

driving guitar sound back to 
kutless, and the track does as 
its name implies.   
     has the real kutless finally 
stood up for itself? An album 
full of such tracks would make 
me very happy indeed. how-
ever, the next couple of tracks 
dial it all back a notch. while 
the result is not generic, it has 
that flavour.  

The aural treat here is that 
we get to hear more of lead 
singer Jon sumrall’s voice, 
which is wonderfully full, 
resonate and passionate, even 
when the words he sings are 
rather… comfortable and 

familiar.  
Please don’t misunderstand 

me. i am not of the opinion 
that all fast music is good and 
all slow music is bad. Not at 
all. 

i am of the opinion that 
good music is good music, and 
such music can be found in 
all kinds of places (i followed 
David crowder all the way into 
the bluegrass realm, after all!). 

 kutless, historically, is a 
great power-ballad band, and 
songs like “i will go” re-
mind us of that. it is a rather 

well-travelled theme of god’s 
sovereignty of which they sing, 
but it is effective.

This album surprises you! it 
is a peculiar thing that most al-
bums seem to have the “better 
songs” in the first half of the 
album, and then the listener 
hears the album decline as it 
makes its way towards the end.  

Not the case here! sur-
render grows in strength as 
it moves along. The track 
“Overcome” is a great example, 
where the tempo, the lyrics, 
and atmosphere of the song 
push the album along very 
nicely.  

A mid-tempo track, “No 
Too Far,” pushes things along 
even more until we arrive at 
the cover of Bethel Music’s 
“One Thing remains.” what 
a song! intricate guitar work 
and a fantastic drum groove 
make this cover better than the 
original, at least to my ears.  

And finally, to cap off this 
experience, the song “My 
heart is a ghost” grabs you 
again, just as the opening 
had. it is a song of apathy and 
cynicism about one’s faith, 
with a dash of desperation that 
ultimately finds Jesus as the 
centre of spiritual health and 
focus.  

All this with a strong in-
strumental ending that most 
christian bands shy away 
from. All this and grungy 
guitars, too!

Though it has a few bumps 
along the way, this is a great 
album, well worth the invest-
ment to hear it. kutless fans 
will like it a lot, and new listen-
ers may find a new “heavy 
repeat” band to listen to!

The Very Rev. Geoffrey Hall,  
Dean of Christ Church Cathedral

Favourite book of the Bible - probably Ephesians. St. 
Paul is eloquent there in developing a global description 
of the place of the church and the person of faith in the 
big picture.  
Birthplace - Woodstock, New Brunswick 
What you love most about God – God is always there, 
always drawing us from what we are to what he would 
have us become. 
Favourite place on Earth - Anywhere along the St. John 
River. 
Farthest you’ve been from home - Scotland. My Dad, 
brother, Peter, and I took a 10-day tour in 2002.  Scotland 
was a place my father always wanted to visit. 
Favourite meal or dessert - Spaghetti with homemade 
sauce. 
Biggest fear – I take the instruction of the angels pretty 
seriously — “Fear not!” 
Hidden talent – Everything I have is pretty much out in 
the open. That’s all there is. 
Favourite movie or book – Carl Sagan’s Cosmos. The 
original Cosmos mini-series has been a favourite since 
the first time I saw it as a teenager. 
Your hobby – Winemaking.  (It used to be the guitar but 
it now stands lonely in the corner.) 
Three things always in your fridge – Eggs, milk, cheese.
Favourite sports team - I pay too little attention to 
sports.

God reached me and embraced me
By MARen  
McleAn PeRsAuD

it’s through com-
munity that i have 
always had my 

most real experiences 
of god. 

i grew up on a farm 
with my grandparents 
living next door, and 
throughout my life, 
my grandfather was al-
ways there to help me. 

he usually used 
more slow or method-
ical methods that, 
while i loved him, sometimes 
drove me crazy. 

The thing that taught me 
the most patience was when i 
would be sharpening a pencil, 
and he would quietly get his 
jack knife out and take my 
pencil from me and sharpen it 
slowly with the knife. 

Besides sharpening pencils, 
that jack knife was used for 
lots of things. it was always in 
his pocket, and grampy was 
always there to help us with it. 

Just before my grandfather 
died, my siblings had these 
lovely dreams about him where 
they got to say goodbye. i was 
a little jealous! 

so after the funeral when 
i had had a few nights of bad 
dreams, i was praying, “Please 
god, just let me have one 
good dream. Maybe about my 

grampy like my siblings had!” 
i never got the dream. 

A week later i was at our 
church’s Advent party, and i 
was making Advent stars with 
the kids. They were big stars 
made with really thick card-
board. 

i hadn’t had time to cut out 
the stars, so as kids were com-
ing, i was desperately trying to 
cut quickly with scissors. 

silently, an older man came 
and sat down at the craft table. 
i didn’t even notice he was 
there until i turned around. 

There he was, with a jack 
knife from his pocket, cutting 
out the stars. 

he said, “i’ll do this so you 
can be with the kids.” 

it took me a while to realize 
why that moment meant more 
to me than just having help. 

i was experienc-
ing this comfortable, 
familiar gesture that 
had been a part of my 
life so many times 
before with my own 
grandfather. 

it was just what 
i was yearning for 
at that time. i didn’t 
get my good dream, 
but i had this mo-
ment shared with this 
person in a loving 
community. 

Through this per-
son, god reached me 

and embraced me. 

Maren McLean Persaud is the 
director of Camp Medley. 

•••
Testify is your chance to 

share what God has done in 
your life — an amazing miracle 
or an everyday event that had 
God written all over it. 

Send them in and they’ll 
appear, with you name and 
parish, right in this spot. 

This won’t work without 
your help. Your input is needed. 
Sharing our awesome God’s 
works and wonders is a tremen-
dous way to inspire and uplift 
others. 

Send via email: gmcknight@
diofton.ca or via post: Gisele 
McKnight, 115 Church St., 
Fredericton  E3B 4C8.
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The Anglican Parish of Stanley held 
its annual living Nativity on Sat., Dec. 
12 with all ages taking part. This year 
the event was held in the agricultural 
barn rather than outside, making for 
a more authentic background and 
warmer for participants and guests. 
The choir provided beautiful singing 
voices and the community joined in. 
It was a very touching production. 
Afterward everyone gathered for hot 
chocolate and treats. Mary and Joseph 
were played by Heather  and Art 
Logan.

LEFT:   Bishop David Edwards, on behalf of the Anglican Diocese of 
Fredericton, offers congratulations and blessings to the Rev. Dr. Barry 
Craig, who has accepted the position of principal of Huron University 
College in London, Ont. effective July 1. Dr. Craig served as priest and 
rector in the Parish of Derby and Blackville (1985 – 1995) and Parish 
of St. Mary (York) in Fredericton (1996 – 2003). He then left full-
time parish ministry for St. Thomas University in Fredericton, first 
as a professor and then as dean of faculty and, finally, vice-president 
(academic and research). Dr. Craig is seen here in December during 
the Advent series he and retired Bishop Bill Hockin have offered for 
many years in downtown Fredericton.

BOTTOM LEFT:  Dr. Willis Noble, director of music at Christ Church 
Cathedral, is seen here at Wardens’ and Treasurers’ day last March in 
Fredericton. Dr. Noble has resigned his position effective April 1 to 
pursue further studies in Toronto. 

BOTTOM RIGHT:  For the past number of years St. Philip’s 
in Moncton has served a turkey dinner to 200 children 
from Beaverbrook School where many members of the congregation 
volunteer with the breakfast program. They serve in two sittings with 
the kids being bussed in. Volunteers work the evening before the feast, 
setting up the tables, chairs and place settings, preparing the dressing 
and peeling vegetables, as the photo shows. This year the dinner was 
served Dec. 16. 
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