
 
Gospel FLEEING – TEXT: 1 Corinthians 10:13-22                                         

 
A GOSPEL (Good News) COMMAND – FLEE IDOLATRY: 1 Cor. 10:14 
1) IDOLATRY is a BIG DEAL – a ROOT SIN: 1 John 5:21. See: Acts 17:16 
2) IDOL = anything you believe will give you ultimate security, 

significance or satisfaction.  
a) The Corinthians were literally going to idol temples for dinner 
b) Contemporary common idols = sex, power, significance, self-

expression, money, possessions, experiences, health, family, etc 
3) The God who SAVES demands ultimate PRIORITY and WORSHIP: 

Deuteronomy 5:6–8. See also: Leviticus 26:1 
4) We are ALL IDOLATERS: 1 Corinthians 12:2 
 
10 Gospel MOTIVATIONS to FLEE IDOLATRY:  
1) Your WEAKNESS: 1 Corinthians 10:12 
2) Your COMMONNESS: 1 Corinthians 10:13a See also: v. 1-11 
3) Idolatry’s OVERFLOW is other SINS: 1 Cor. 10:7. See also: v. 8-10 

• Sins have TWINS – where there is idolatry other sins will 
flourish: 1 Corinthians 6:18a; 2 Timothy 2:22a; 1 Timothy 6:11a. 

4) The GIFT of GOD GIVEN common WISDOM to avoid DESTRUCTIVE 
worship and behaviors: 1 Corinthians 10:15 

5) The FELLOWSHIP of the saints. We are PARTICIPANTS with one 
another – THEREFORE – one person’s sin AFFECTS the WHOLE 
BODY: 1 Corinthians 10:17; 5:6. See also: 1 Corinthians 12:13 
• We CORPORATELY experience Judgment, Consequences, & 

Temptation 
6) IDOLS are DEMONIC in NATURE: 1 Corinthians 10:20. See also: 

Deuteronomy 32:17; Ephesians 6:12 
7) You CAN’T HAVE both GOD and your PET SIN: 1 Corinthians 10:21; 

2 Corinthians 6:16ab; Matthew 6:24. See also: 2 Cor. 6:14-15 
• EVERY DAY we CHOOSE who we will SERVE:  Joshua 24:15 

8) God is JEALOUS: 1 Corinthians 10:22a 
a) God will CONSUME (destroy) ANYTHING or ANYONE that 

stands in the way of His ultimate worship: Deuteronomy 4:24 
See also: Exodus 20:5, 34:14; Deut. 6:15, 32:31; Joshua 24:19 

b) He will NOT TOLERATE an unfaithful spouse: James 4:4 
c) Ultimately, the unrepentant FORSAKE His love: Jonah 2:8 

9) God WINS EVERY time: 1 Corinthians 10:22b 
• Nebuchadnezzar’s LESSON: Daniel 4:35 

10) IDOLS are POWERLESS to SAVE you – they can’t make you SAFE, 
SIGNIFICANT or SATISFIED: 1 Corinthians 10:19 
a) Idols CAN’T DELIVER the meaning, hope and fulfillment they 

deceitfully promise: 1 Corinthians 8:4 
b) Why WORSHIP what can’t DELIVER? Acts 14:15 

 
 
Gospel HOPE that EMPOWERS us to FLEE idolatry: 
1) We are PARTICIPANTS (united with) CHRIST through His body and 

blood: 1 Corinthians 10:16 
a) We’ve participated in Christ’s SUFFICIENT SACRIFICE: 1 Cor. 

10:18 See also: Lev. 7:15; 1 Cor. 5:7; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 10:12 
b) His BLOOD is sufficient to CLEANSE us of our idolatry: Matthew 

26:28) See also: 1 Corinthians 11:25; 1 John 1:9 
c) His PERFECT LIFE is CREDITED to us when we TRUST that He 

bore the PENALTY for our sins in His body to FREE us from sin’s 
dominion: 1 Corinthians 11:24c; 1 Peter 2:24 

2) Our LIVING, FAITHFUL and PRESENT God will always LOVINGLY 
provide the REPENTANT a WAY OUT: 1 Corinthians 10:13bc 

 
 

“Gospel In Life” questions for REFLECTION & APPLICATION 
1) BELIEVE: WHAT TRUTHS did God REVEAL to me through His Word 

today about HIM and/or MYSELF? 
2) ASSESS: HOW do these truths ENCOURAGE and/or CHALLENGE 

(convict) ME?  
3) PROCESS: WHY is this message GOOD NEWS (GOSPEL) to ME today? 

(CONNECT the GOSPEL story to MY present story)  
4) CHANGE: WHERE will I APPLY (BELIEVE, REPENT, DO) this message 

in MY own life this week? 
5) PROCLAIM: WHO does God want ME to share these truths with? 
6) PREPARE for NEXT WEEK: Read 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 


