
WAITING FOR GOD 

PSALM 37:7-9 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Picture of Dr.’s Office Waiting Room 

2. No one enjoys waiting 

3. When we try to get around the wait – it gets us into trouble – Pastor in 

Philadelphia at restaurant 

4. Very challenging as a follower of Jesus – to learn to wait on God 

5. Ps 27:14 – Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; Yes, 

wait for the Lord 

6. To follow Christ is to wait for the salvation of God –Rom 8:19, 23, 25 -  – For 

the creation eagerly waits for the revelation of the sons of God. 23 Not only this, 

but we ourselves also, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 

we eagerly await our adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 25 But if we hope 

for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with endurance. 

7. Ps 37:7-9 – be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when 

people succeed in their ways, and when they carry out their wicked schemes. 

Refrain from anger and turn from wrath – it only leads to evil. For those who 

are evil will be destroyed, and those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. 

8. Principle: Wait Patiently for God; Exhortation: Don’t be frustrated and 

impatient as you compare your life to those around you; Promise: When you 

wait for God you will be rewarded 

 

PRINCIPLE: WAIT PATIENTLY FOR GOD 

1. There are four Hebrew words for “wait” – Qavah – Look patiently, 

expectantly, eagerly; yachal – hope/trust expectantly; damam – be still; 

Chakah – wait with longing 

2. The OT emphasis is on daily journey of trusting God for his provision and 

care in the challenges and pressures of life 

3. There are three words in the NT for wait – prosdechomai – to receive 

encouragement in look forward expectantly – to Jesus glorious return and 

the blessings of the future life; apekdechomai – to wait eagerly the prophetic 

return of Christ; anameno – wait up as a parent would wait for a child to 

come home – wait with patience and confidence for the return of Christ 

4. So the emphasis in the NT is in waiting with expectation and hope in the 

second coming of Christ 

5. Waiting for God will mean that time is passing – in other cultures this is not 

as big a problem – waiting challenges my need to be in control of my life and 

future – waiting means that I give up the control of time – Ps 130:5-6 - I wait 

for the Lord, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 



6. Waiting for God will mean that I have hope – waiting and hoping are bound 

together in this principle – expectation – Psalm 130:5 -6 

7. Waiting on God means that you do something – not passive – you make the 

right choices – Pr. 20:22 - Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this wrong! Wait 

for the Lord, and he will avenge you.” – it also means doing the things that we 

can – in the scripture seeking answers and claiming promises, praying for 

wisdom and discernment, meditating on who God is and what he is saying to 

me 

8. Waiting on God means that you remind yourself about what you are waiting 

for – Ps 62:5 - Patiently wait for God alone, my soul! For he is the one who gives 

me confidence. 1 Cor 1:7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for 

the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

9. Waiting on God means honestly deal with the doubt – Ps 13:1-2 - How 

long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 

   and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 

    How long will my enemy triumph over me? 

10. Waiting on God means encourage yourself with the indicators of the coming 

fulfillment  - Rom 8:18 - 28 And we know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him, who[i] have been called according to his 

purpose.  

11. Waiting on God means you keep prepared to receive the fulfillment of your 

waiting – The parable of the ten virgins waiting for the kingdom – Mt 25 – 

The bridegroom was a long time in coming and they all fell asleep…therefore 

keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 

12. Waiting on God means that you believe that God is good - Ps 52:8-9 - But I am 

like an olive tree 

    flourishing in the house of God; 

I trust in God’s unfailing love 

    for ever and ever. 
9 For what you have done I will always praise you 

 in the presence of your faithful people. 

And I will hope in your name, 

 for your name is good. 

13. Waiting on God means that you will be content with his provision and timing 

– Phil 4:12-13 - I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 

plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 

whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.13 I can do all 

this through him who gives me strength. 

 

EXHORTATION: DON’T BECOME FRUSTRATED AND IMPATIENT IN WAITING 

1. do not fret when people succeed in their ways, and when they carry out their 

wicked schemes. Refrain from anger and turn from wrath – it only leads to 

evil 



2. When we become frustrated with other’s success – impatient with our 

circumstances – or angry with people in our lives and ultimately with God – 

be careful for you are about to sin against God – rationalize and compromise 

your convictions – hurt those around you 

3. Practical situations – Traffic jam; business; boyfriend 

4. Ps 106 tells the story of the nation of Israel – 13-15 – But they soon forgot 

what he had done and did not wait for his plan to unfold. In the desert they 

gave in to their craving; in the wilderness they put God to the test. So he gave 

them what they asked for, but sent a wasting disease among them. 

5. They quickly forgot what God had done – deliverance from Egypt – these 

works demonstrated God’s character as loving, gracious, powerful and 

committed to his people through the covenant of his promise – The word for 

Forgot is to become oblivious – it becomes common place - take it for granted 

– you become entitled – this can happen with our children – but it happens 

among the children of God all the time – I can say with a degree of certainty 

that it is happening in your life right now – we will not wait on God if we 

forget what God has done – Treasure: Jesus is worth everything 

6. Did not wait for his plan to unfold – the word for wait it “to adhere, to cling 

to” – “ When we fail to wait on God’s counsel (i.e., fail to cling to Him through 

prayer and fellowship with Him in the Word by which we reflect on His love, 

faithfulness, purposes, and resources), we quickly not only lose our focus and 

forget who God is and what He has done, but in a spirit of idolatry and human 

foolishness, we begin to look to and depend on (a) the details of life, the 

things of the world like pleasure, position, power, and prestige, and (b) our 

strategies to get what we want or think we need for our happiness, security, 

and satisfaction.” 

7. “In the desert they gave in to their craving;” – It is noteworthy where this 

happened – in the dessert – this always represents the testing places of life – 

it also represents the places where God is teaching us – developing our 

character – this is for our good – For the nation of Israel while in the desert 

they coveted everything they had back in Egypt – they were slaves but they 

thought this was the good life – they were on the way to the land of promise - 

Why is covetousness a form of idolatry? Because when we covet the details of 

life (position, power, praise, pleasures, possessions, comfort, etc.), we value 

and worship them as though they were gods with the power to give destiny, 

intimacy, and meaning—things which only God can truly give. 

8. So he gave them what they asked for – perhaps the scariest words in the 

Bible – God gave them what they thought needed to be happy – God does 

allow us to live by our will – and sometimes gives us the “yes” to our prayer – 

so I guess we could say that not every answer to prayer is God’s will – 

purpose – best. 

9. But sent a wasting disease among them – a leanness of soul among them – 

the story in Numbers 11:1-31 – They complained about the manna and lack 

of meat – sent quail – 3 feet high – forced to eat it for a whole month – 

became sick to their stomach – Kibroth-hattaavah – graves of craving – their 



leanness of soul –their belief that the things they craved would give them 

security, joy, satisfaction – their lack of faith and confidence in the living God 

10. This is the exhortation – don’t become frustrated, impatient, angry in waiting 

for God – for when you are you are not only failing to rest in God’s wisdom, 

love, timing – but you are also missing God’s purpose for you to tell the story 

of God’s glory in the world 

 

PROMISE: WHEN YOU WAIT ON GOD YOU WILL BE REWARDED 

1. Those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land – This isn’t the family farm – 

the promised land - this is the covenant of God with Abraham – a place where 

God lives among his people – this is Adam  & Eve before the fall – walking 

with God – this is the waiting for the return of Christ – the eternal kingdom - 

the great reward is God himself – he is worth everything! 

COMFORT FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

40 Comfort, comfort my people, 

    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and proclaim to her 

that her hard service has been completed, 

    that her sin has been paid for, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice of one calling: 

“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the LORD[a]; 

make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God.[b] 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 

the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 

    and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All people are like grass, 

    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 

    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    but the word of our God endures forever.” 



9 You who bring good news to Zion, 

    go up on a high mountain. 

You who bring good news to Jerusalem,[c] 

    lift up your voice with a shout, 

lift it up, do not be afraid; 

    say to the towns of Judah, 

    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

    and he rules with a mighty arm. 

See, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

    He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 

    he gently leads those that have young. 
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 

    or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? 

Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, 

    or weighed the mountains on the scales 

    and the hills in a balance? 
13 Who can fathom the Spirit[d] of the LORD, 

    or instruct the LORD as his counselor? 
14 Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, 

    and who taught him the right way? 

Who was it that taught him knowledge, 

    or showed him the path of understanding? 
15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 

    they are regarded as dust on the scales; 

    he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. 
16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, 

    nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. 
17 Before him all the nations are as nothing; 

    they are regarded by him as worthless 

    and less than nothing. 
18 With whom, then, will you compare God? 

    To what image will you liken him? 
19 As for an idol, a metalworker casts it, 

    and a goldsmith overlays it with gold 

    and fashions silver chains for it. 
20 A person too poor to present such an offering 

    selects wood that will not rot; 

they look for a skilled worker 

    to set up an idol that will not topple. 
21 Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 



    Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 
22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 

    and its people are like grasshoppers. 

He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 

    and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 
23 He brings princes to naught 

    and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 
24 No sooner are they planted, 

    no sooner are they sown, 

    no sooner do they take root in the ground, 

than he blows on them and they wither, 

    and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 
25 “To whom will you compare me? 

    Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 

    Who created all these? 

He who brings out the starry host one by one 

    and calls forth each of them by name. 

Because of his great power and mighty strength, 

    not one of them is missing. 
27 Why do you complain, Jacob? 

    Why do you say, Israel, 

“My way is hidden from the LORD; 

    my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
28 Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary 

    and increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 

    and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the LORD 

    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint. 
 

2. This is the great reward for which we wait! 

 

CONCLUSION 

The king of a certain country was growing old, and he had no heir to succeed him. 

He announced to his people that he would choose an heir to the throne from among 

the young people of the country by a competitive test, which would give all an equal 



chance. On the day appointed, a great number of young men & women presented 

themselves. A certain test was made, and some were eliminated. Then other tests 

came, and each time more were out of the competition, until at last only three were 

left – a man in his 30’s, a woman barely 20, and a grown boy of 16. 

They were put through test after test, but all seemed equally able to meet them, so 

the king announced through his heralds that on the next day the matter would be 

decided by a foot race. The course was marked off, the judges were at their places, 

and all was ready. But secretly a messenger came to each of the contestants and 

said, "The king is taking special note of you. Do not run at the shout of the herald but 

wait for the King’s signal for you to run." The three took their places eager for the 

race. The herald shouted for them to begin, the 30 year old bounded forward quickly 

and ran hard ; the young woman hesitated for a split second but seeing her 

competitor run she sprinted for the finish and passed him at the line. The grown boy 

of sixteen stood looking anxiously at the king, saying to himself, "Give me the signal,  

I can win yet." The king gazed at the runners and gave no signal to the eager boy at 

the start. The waiting young man thought himself forgotten and soon realized that it 

would be impossible for him to win the race and the prize of the kingdom.  

The two runners were brought back, and all three stood before the king. To the 30-

year-old man he said, "Were you not told by a messenger not to run until I gave you 

the signal? Why then did you run?" 

"I am older than the rest.  I did not trust the messenger. I have waited all my life for 

a reward and I felt this was my chance, so I determined to run to win the race," said 

the man. 

To the woman barely 20 he asked the same question. She replied,  "I am a woman 

and I knew I could win against both men. So when the first one ran – my desire to 

win compelled me to sprint toward the goal. And I came first!" “ So you did,” Said the 

king. 

To the crestfallen 16-year-old boy he turned and said, "And why did you not run?" 

With head down the boy said, "Because you did not give me the signal, my lord.”  

"My son," said the king, " You will inherit this kingdom. I knew that you could run, 

but I did not know if you could wait." 

 


