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In the church I attended while growing up, there was a man who was 
blind—he was my parent’s age, he had children my age. He wasn’t 
born blind, in his adult years he had an accident. He had a white 
cane, and he used it, but he preferred to link arms with someone who 
could see where they were going. But whether he was arm-in-arm 
with someone, or using his white cane, he moved as one unsure of 
himself—it always looked like he was afraid.  

It’s interesting what you remember from your childhood; whenever I 
saw him at church, the primary emotion I felt was not compassion—
it was fear. What if I were to become blind? 

Like many young children, I was afraid of the dark. To be more 
precise, I wasn’t afraid of the dark per se, I was afraid of what might 
be lurking in the dark. To be honest, even in adulthood, the fear 
hasn’t left me completely—it’s not paralyzing fear, but it’s there. I 
still feel a twinge of discomfort walking down an unfamiliar dark 
hallway. 

Many of you know that I enjoy running, and the North Shore Trails 
are my favourite place to explore, but as Winter approaches, and 
daylight hours diminish, it’s dangerous to run in the dark. Our trails 
are both rocky and rooty, the trails are neither straight nor smooth—
they turn, twist, rise, and dip; they can be treacherous even in full 
daylight. (Turn on headlamp) If you’re going to run in the trails, in 
the dark, a good headlamp is an absolute must…you run at your own 
risk without one. 

This morning we are going to turn our attention to John 9; it features 
an encounter between Jesus and a man who was born blind. Spoiler-
alert…this encounter leads to a healing. But what’s surprising about 

our text is not the healing itself, but people’s response to it, and, to 
Jesus.  

What becomes apparent is that physical blindness has a counterpart
—spiritual blindness (Turn off headlamp). A physically blind 
person is fully aware of their condition, but more often than not, a 
spiritually blind person is completely unaware. The scary thing is, a 
spiritually blind person is in danger, and they don’t know it. 

If you have a Bible with you, let me encourage you to turn with me 
to John 9, beginning with the first 7 verses. I’m going to read 
selectively as we make our way through the text.  

“As [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His 
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?’ 3 ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said 
Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 ‘Go,’ he told him, ‘wash in the 
Pool of Siloam’ (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing.” 

I have a question for you. If we were to walk down Lonsdale this 
afternoon and observe a blind person, making their way with the help 
of a white cane, how likely would we be to assume that the person’s 
blindness was the direct result of their sin, or their parent’s sin?  
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I suspect it would never cross our minds. Why not? It’s an issue of 
worldview. Among other things, a worldview is an explanation of 
why the world is the way it is. If we saw a blind person today, we 
might assume that they fell prey to macular degeneration, glaucoma, 
or some other eye infection; or perhaps, like the man I knew from 
church, an accident rendered them visually impaired.  

A western worldview is largely material and secular; it begins with 
the assumption that everything has a material explanation. Science 
offers detailed answers to how things work, but it can’t answer the 
deeper why questions. For instance, why do diseases like glaucoma 
exist at all? Why do accidents happen that render people visually 
impaired?  

A Christian worldview includes material explanations, but it begins 
with a different assumption; it assumes that we cannot explain why 
the world is the way it is, without referring to the One who made the 
world. 

The opening words of the Bible are formative for the way we 
understand everything; Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning, God”. 
God precedes everything, and when we think from a centre in God, 
our thinking has a solid foundation. It’s important to note that while 
Jesus rejected the disciples’ conclusions, He did not reject their basic 
premise. 

What was their premise? That suffering is connected to sin’s 
presence in the world. They saw the man’s blindness and struggled to 
answer the why question. If he was born blind, it’s hard to imagine 
that he brought this blindness on himself—it’s not like he was 
committing serious sin in utero. But the obvious alternative wasn’t 
any better…was his blindness a punishment for something his 
parents had done?  1

Jesus weighed in and pushed the conversation in a different direction.  
Let’s return His response (vs. 3-5): "Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned…but this happened so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world.”  

Language scholars note how difficult it is, at times, to translate 
ancient Greek into English, without obscuring the original meaning, 
or adding unintended meaning; this is one of those cases. Is Jesus 
suggesting that God allowed this man to be born blind, to live in 
perpetual physical darkness, to struggle, to suffer, so that Jesus could 
come along one day, perform a miracle, and astonish the crowd? No; 
God is neither cruel nor self-serving. He doesn’t inflict pain, then 
offer a remedy, in order to glorify Himself.  2

There is a feature in ancient Greek language that allows for a 
“purpose clause”—the “so that” of vs. 3—to either follow the main 

 Leon Morris, The New International Commentary of the New Testament: The Gospel According to John, 425.1

 Gary M. Burge, The NIV Application Commentary: John, 272.2
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sentence, or, to begin it.  And so, Jesus’ response can be translated 3

alternatively in the following way: “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned…But so that the work of God may be displayed in his life, we 
must do the work of Him who sent Me while it is still day.” Gary 
Burge writes, “The purpose clause now explains that Jesus must 
work so that God's work may be displayed in this man's life. God 
had not made the man blind in order to show his glory; rather, God 
has sent Jesus to do works of healing in order to show his glory.”   4

Jesus went on to say, “I am the light of the world.” Jesus’ words, His 
actions, are both light and life. They are light in the sense that they 
reveal God’s character and activity—they reveal God’s purpose for 
us and this broken world. And they are life in the sense that wherever 
Jesus is, life flourishes; in this specific case, a blind man was healed 
and given his sight. 

Perhaps you’ve noticed that Jesus doesn’t directly answer the why 
question. Why is this man blind? Why is there suffering in the world? 
Instead, indirectly, Jesus says something important about God’s 
work. 

All Christians have always believed that because God is sovereign, 
the world is not spinning madly out of control. But, from my 
perspective, there are all kinds of dangerous ideas that are swept 
under the rug of God’s sovereignty. For example, from eternity past, 
did God look forward, across the centuries, and predetermine that 

one person will be born blind, another will be sexually abused, and 
still another will suffer from mental health? 

A thousand times no! When we say that God is “sovereign” we are 
not saying that the world is functioning in the way He intends. God is 
sovereign, and yet God’s good purposes have been temporarily 
frustrated by sin, brokenness, and death. Jesus is the light of the 
world and He continues to invite the people—one by one—to come 
to Him and find life. Jesus’ invitation is for you today. 

One would think that healing a man born blind would be cause for 
celebration, but not everyone celebrated. In fact, the man’s 
neighbours refused to believe that he was the man who had been 
blind. Vs. 9, “No, he only looks like him.” And when they brought the 
man to the religious leaders, opinion divided further.  

Vs. 14 tells us that the healing had taken place on the Sabbath, and 
this fact alone was enough for some of the leaders to reject Jesus. Vs. 
16, “Some of the Pharisees said, 'This man is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath.’ But others asked, ‘How can a sinner 
perform such signs?’ So they were divided.”  

Back and forth they went until they turned to the man himself, vs. 17, 
“‘What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ The 
man replied, ‘He is a prophet.’” The man didn’t know Jesus, he 
hadn’t even seen Him—the miracle happened after he had washed. 
But what Jesus had done was so life-changing, the man placed Jesus 

 Such clauses are introduced by the Greek word “hina”.3

 Burge, 272-273.4
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in the highest category he could—a prophet: one sent by God, with 
the power of God. 

Those who opposed Jesus weren’t satisfied with the man's answer 
and so they sent for his parents, hoping to prove this was all an 
elaborate hoax—that a healing hadn’t really occurred. When the 
parents arrived they confirmed that this was their son, and that he had 
been blind from birth, but they pleaded ignorance about how he had 
been healed. They knew that crediting Jesus with the miracle would 
get them thrown out of the Synagogue. 

Vs. 24, “A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. 
‘Give glory to God by telling the truth,’ they said. ‘We know this man 
[Jesus] is a sinner.’” It was a power play, spiritual manipulation, 
plain and simple…they invoke the name of God to pressure this man 
into saying what they want to hear.  

And while this man may have been blind his whole life, he wasn’t 
dumb, and he clearly saw what they were trying to do. Vs 25, You 
may know a lot more about sinners than I do, but this much I know—
I used to be blind, but because of Jesus, I can now see. He didn’t win 
himself any friends that day. He left the meeting astonished by their 
blindness, refusing to acknowledge what Jesus had done. 

We’re told that some time later, Jesus heard that the man had been 
discredited and He sought him out. When Jesus found the man He 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wasn’t asking an 
abstract theological question, it was intensely person: Do you believe 
that I have been sent of God? 

He immediately replied, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshipped Him 
(vs. 38). This is the only time in John's Gospel where anyone is said 
to have worshiped Jesus. Leon Morris writes, “The man has already 
recognized that Jesus came from God (v. 33). Now he goes a step 
further. He gives to Jesus the reverence that is appropriate [only] to 
God.”   5

The story concludes with a cryptic conversation between Jesus and a 
group of Pharisees; evidently, they had been close enough to 
overhear the conversation. Vs. 39, “Jesus said, ‘For judgment I have 
come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will 
become blind.’” 

As I said earlier, physical blindness has a counterpart—spiritual 
blindness. And while a physically blind person is fully aware of their 
condition, more often than not, a spiritually blind person is 
completely unaware. The Pharisees asked Jesus, “What? Are we 
blind too?” 

His response cuts to the heart of the matter. A person born with visual 
impairment is not responsible for their own condition, but those who 
claim to see, and yet have willingly turned away from Jesus, are 
spiritually blind, and without excuse. 

Conclusion/Implications: As I draw my sermon to a close, there are 
two implications I want to leave with you; one has to do with 
physical healing, the other has to do with spiritual blindness. 

1. Healing: healing was central to Jesus’ ministry and it should  

 Morris, 440. 5
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likewise be central to the ongoing ministry of the church. Jesus 
brought the power of God to bear on a blind man’s life; before he put 
his trust in Jesus, he was healed.  

Ken Blue writes, “there will always be mystery in what God does 
and why. He does not answer to us for his actions nor does he always 
explain them...until Christ’s return…our [healing] ministry is partial, 
for now we only have a foretaste of what we will perfectly have 
then.”  6

When we pray for healing, we call upon God’s power and His love, 
knowing that He is with us. If you have a need for healing today, 
please let us know, it would be a privilege to pray for you. 

Now, allow me to address spiritual blindness. 

2. Spiritual Blindness: Jesus is the light of the world, but many do 
not see themselves as blind, or, walking in darkness. In the ancient 
world, a visually impaired person was at the margins of society with 
few opportunities for employment, marriage, or social standing. We 
understand the critical importance of physical sight; those without it 
stumble around in the darkness. But when people reject Jesus, they 
are “in a crisis no less desperate.”  Atheists, Buddhists, and Muslims 7

are not the only ones who reject Jesus, we too are guilty—though in 
smaller, selective ways. When we resist Jesus in a particular area of 
our life, blindness begins to grow—in scope and severity. 

The sin of independence, pride, and anger leads to blindness; so too, 
giving in to fear. The voice of shame can lead to spiritual blindness. 
And when I speak about the voice of shame, I’m talking about the 
words we say to ourselves, about ourselves—I’m no good, I’ll never 
measure up, God will never forgive me. Words like this blind us to 
what God actually think about us. And let’s not be naive, at times the 
voice of shame isn’t our own voice. It may sound like us, but it’s a 
lying spirit, speaking lies about who we are and who God is; this 
voice blinds us to goodness and power of Jesus.  

So, Mark, are you suggesting that I might be spiritually blind? 
Maybe. In fact, the angrier you feel about what I just said, or the 
more dismissive you are about I’ve just said, the more likely it is that 
you are walking in some kind of darkness.  

Jesus is the light of the world, He brings life to the world, but only 
those who are willing see Him and live. Whatever your need might 
be, this morning, I invite you to put your trust in Jesus. Pray 

The Lord’s Supper: In 1994, Tom Hanks starred in a movie that  
became a box office hit—Forrest Gump. His character is portrayed 
as a slow-witted, big-hearted, young man. Throughout the movie 
there are plenty of opportunities to laugh at his simple-mindedness 
but there are other moments where simple-minded Forrest says 
something utterly profound. 

 Ken Blue, Authority To Heal, 159.6

 Burge, 280.7
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Early in the movie, young Forrest went over to visit his best friend 
Jenny; she hadn’t been at school that day. Forrest found her around 
the back of the house, on the edge of the corn field, and just as they 
began to talk, they heard Jenny’s father screaming “Jenny, where did 
you run to? You better get back here girl!” 

Jenny’s father was a drunk, he had been abusing Jenny; the moment 
she heard his voice, she grabbed Forrest’s hand and the two ran into 
cornfield to hide. At one point, in the middle of the cornfield, Jenny 
pulled Forrest to his knees and she began to pray the words of Psalm 
55:6-7: Dear God, make me a bird, so I can fly far, far away. 

Later on in the movie, now in their adulthood, Forrest and Jenny are 
reunited in their hometown of Greenbow, Alabama. They went out 
for a walk one day they happened upon Jenny’s old house—it was 
broken down and abandoned. But when Jenny saw the house, her 
painful memories come flooding back.  

She stooped down, picking up rocks, and began hurl them at the 
house; after a few moments, she collapsed in the dirt, sobbing. Poor 
Forrest didn’t comprehend all that was going on, but he felt her pain, 
and so he sat down in the dirt beside her. As the scene fades, we hear 
Forrest say: Sometimes, I guess there just aren’t enough rocks. 

I don’t know your pain, and you don’t know mine, but I’ve lived long 
enough to know that pain is something we all carry. I also know that 
much of the time, the pain we carry is too much to bear. These days 
you may be asking, “Why me, God? Why this pain? I can’t answer 
that question but I can direct you to Jesus, God’s Son—set your eyes 

on the One who suffered and died on the cross. If anyone understands 
pain, it’s Jesus.  

The Christian message is that in the person of Jesus, God has taken 
our pain into Himself and made it His own. And when we consider 
this truth, when we know that Jesus knows our pain, it’s easier to 
trust Him as we wait for the day when pain will be no more. 

On the night Jesus died, He took bread, and when He had given 
thanks for it, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples saying, “‘This 
is my body, given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same 
way, after supper, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you’.”  8

Let me encourage you at this time to take bread and cup, and by our 
eating and drinking, let us feast on Christ in our hearts by faith. May 
His presence comfort you, His provision nourish you, and His power 
bring you healing and rest. 

Worship 
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