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 What are some components that form us as a church? Identifying these will 
help us understand God’s shaping and give us a starting point for our surrender 
to His forming. Our forming has to turn into firming.  His shaping has to be 
our strengthening. Just as the clay is mouldable, God means to give us firmness 
in form. He is making us into a vessel that’s usable. What are the components 
that cause us to be established.

1. A Doctrinal Grounding – Acts 20:27-28
 –  Doctrine gives us the firmness of substance. 
 –We are to established and settled in the faith. The clay is moulded so it can 
be established.

A. Doctrine is furnished through the Word of God. – 2 TIm 3:16-17
 –  The Bible is the final authority for faith and practice. We must have the 
attitude of proving everything according to sound Scriptural grounding.

B. Doctrine encapsulates the mind of Christ – 1 Cor 2:14-16
 –  Knowing Christ is the great end of doctrine.

C. Doctrine determines our behaviour.
 –  We as the church are to pattern ourselves in doctrine. We need to understand 
it because it’s part of our establishing. Part of why we meet is because of 
this.

D. Doctrine is something that’s going to be departed from in the end times.
 –  Clay culture means we look to God’s Word to shape and establish our 
doctrine as a church and not the shifting views of this world.

2. A Missional Directive

The church was to be formed and firmed in the preaching of the Gospel.

A. God’s adjustments are for missional purposes
 –  One of the reasons God establishes the church and forms it is for the 
Gospel to be preached.
 –  So, we must view this time of God’s adjustment (through COVID) as a 
means for us to get back to keeping the main thing the main thing.

B. God’s church is meant to be a missionary force.
 –  “Evangelism is the major instrument of social change. For the Gospel 
changes people, and changed people can change society.” – Missionary 
John Stott
 –  God’s shaping and strengthening of us in this brings about His shaping 
and moulding of society. This is the key battleground.

The work of doctrine establishes the very base of how we operate as a church. 
Doctrine derived from God’s Word helps us navigate the wrong types of 
moulding that this world offers.

The missional directive of the church, Gospel work locally and globally and 
everything in between must shape our thinking. Our motivation must be 
based on the propagation of the Gospel. God’s shaping of the church is to 
establish a Gospel force.
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