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“We are all equal in God’s
eyes,” Edmonton Youth
Delegate to General Synod

youth delegate to General
Synod 2019 says he still
harbours fear around the
capacity of same-sex
marriage to turn members of
the same faith community
against one another.
“I didn’t know what
to fully expect when I
came here,” says Ben who
voiced those fears during
the second reading of the
proposed amendment to
Edmonton youth delegate Ben Goetze, with Bishop Jane
Marriage Canon XXI. At
Alexander at his side, voices his fears during the marriage
first he could barely speak,
canon debate at General Synod on July 12, 2019.
overcome with emotion. It
Photo: Milos Tosic, General Synod
was then that Bishop Jane
MARGARET GLIDDEN
stood next to Ben, placing a hand on his
Edmonton Editor
shoulder.
“As a peacekeeper and peacemaker,
en Goetze recalls being just
Bishop Jane has always been a
15 or 16 years old when his
tremendous supporter of people in pain,”
home church in Edmonton was
he says. “She holds such a loving heart,
“ripped apart” by the issue of samesuch compassion and kindness that I
sex marriage. (In October of 2012, the
have not seen so deeply in any other
Diocese of Edmonton Synod passed
person.”
a motion to allow clergy, with prior
Many people still recall Bishop
approval of the bishop, to bless civilly
Jane’s pastoral presence on the floor
married same-gender couples.)
of General Synod in 2016, when the
“I saw the pure hatred in people’s
marriage canon amendment was up
eyes toward one another and didn’t want
for first reading. The debate reached a
to see that ever again,” says Ben who
painful impasse when vocal opponents
was raised in a Christian family that
began to speak as though the motion
celebrates differences. “My mother calls
did not concern real people with real
us the children of nations. In my family
lives. After one particularly insensitive
you will find children who are Cree,
comment, she rose to address the
Kenyan and Haitian. There are eight of
LGBTQ2S+ members of synod and their
us right now but we’ll take anybody into
entire community.
our family,” he says.
“You are not an abomination,” she
For the first few years after his
reminded them. “You are a beloved
church’s split Ben “severely” questioned
child of God in the same way that every
God. “I could not be in a church
single one of us here is a beloved child
without fearing judgement,” he says. “I
of God. Please never believe anything
asked questions of priests and people
else.”
who worked in the church about how
Ben says the issue of same-sex
something like this could even happen.
marriage transcends church doctrine.
Eventually, a few years after my church
Regardless of which side of the debate
broke I met someone who showed me
people are on, “if we can’t accept
it is possible to forgive people for the
somebody for who they are, then how
hurt they caused the young people I
can we accept ourselves?” he says. “We
considered my friends; people I never
are all equal in God’s eyes.”
see anymore.”
Continued on page 18.
At 21, the Edmonton diocese’s
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Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, presents Archbishop Mark
MacDonald with his metropolitical cross.
Photo: Milos Tosic, General Synod

General Synod Votes for
Indigenous Self-determination;
Primate Fred Hiltz Apologises for
Spiritual Harm

I

n an historic and nearly unanimous
vote on July 12, 2019, members of
the 42nd General Synod showed
strong support for an Indigenous
expression of the Anglican faith by
approving changes to Canon XXII
which enables a self-determining
Indigenous church within the Anglican
Church of Canada. The gathering of
more than 200 delegates from dioceses
across Canada, as well as national,
international, ecumenical and interfaith
partners and observers, rejoiced as
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate,
blessed National Indigenous Anglican
Archbishop Mark MacDonald and
presented him with a metropolitical
cross, bestowing him with the title of
Archbishop.
According to the Anglican Journal
(June, 2019), “the basic tenets for a
self-determining Indigenous church are
laid out in the document An Indigenous
Spiritual Movement: Becoming What
God Intends Us to Be, which was
presented at Sacred Circle 2018. The
document presents a vision of a church
led by Indigenous people and grounded

Acts of Reconciliation p. 8

in gospel-based discipleship, translating
the essence of the Christian faith into
Indigenous languages and cultural
practices.”
At General Synod, Archbishop
Hiltz apologised on behalf of the
national Church for “spiritual harm
done to Indigenous Peoples.
“In the Apology to survivors of
the Residential Schools delivered on
August 6, 1993, Archbishop Michael
Peers expressed his remorse on behalf
of the Anglican Church of Canada that
‘we tried to remake you in our own
image,’” said Hiltz.
“Today, I offer this apology for our
cultural and spiritual arrogance toward
all Indigenous Peoples – First Nations,
Inuit and Métis – and the harm we
inflicted on you.
Continued on page 18.

GS 2019 coverage
continues inside with
Bishop Jane’s reflection
beginning on page 6.

Community Labyrinth p. 20

2 THE MESSENGER

News

SEPTEMBER 2019

Bishop of Athabasca announces move to U.S. diocese
PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

B

ishop Fraser Lawton has
submitted his resignation
to the Executive Council of
the Diocese of Athabasca, effective
September 8, 2019.
Since September 19, 2009, Bishop
Fraser has led the diocese faithfully and
with a deep conviction that God needs
to be our one true guide in life. In his
leadership of the diocese, Bishop Fraser
has adhered to that ideal with prayerful
discernment, thoughtful guidance and
wise counsel.
He will be deeply missed, for
many of us have grown up with his
commitment, dedication, love of
music and a constant reminding of
his admiration for a certain brand of
reasonably fast car (Porsche).
Personally, I have known Fraser
and Veronica since before he was a
priest. Way back in 1993 a young
deacon Fraser Lawton had been given a
placement at St. Mark’s in High Prairie.

As a warden of the parish, I got to meet
him on his first day in the office, along
with the other warden. I am not sure
who was more curious but from that
day on we established a good bond of
friendship.
Fraser, his wife Veronica and their
family will be missed across this great
diocese. If you have ever experienced a
FaithLift weekend you will know what
I mean: scripture, love, joy, music and
food.
In responding to God’s call Bishop
Fraser has accepted a position in the
Diocese of Dallas as Assisting Bishop
and Rector of St. Dunstan’s, Mineola,
Texas. The Diocese of Dallas has
been supportive of the Diocese of
Athabasca over the years, to the point
of even sending a speaker to one of our
diocesan conference. In 2018, Bishop
Fraser spent a time of sabbatical at St.
Dunstan’s.
The Athabasca diocese held a
farwell gathering for the Lawtons on
August 23 at the Belle Centre in Peace
River. Look for details of that special

evening in the next Messenger.
In accordance with the
constitutions and canons, the
Very Rev. Jason Haggstrom,
as Dean of Athabasca, will
become administrator of the
diocese on September 8,
2019. Preliminary planning
has already commenced for
the Electoral Synod which
is currently scheduled for
November 16, 2019 in Peace
River.
We pray for God’s grace
for Bishop Lawton, Veronica
and their family as they respond
to God’s call for this exciting
new chapter in their lives.
May we in this diocese also
pray for God’s guidance, that
He will send the best person to
lead us in the future.
Thanks be to God.

General Synod Approves Season of
Creation for Prayer and Education

T

he 42nd General Synod
of the Anglican Church of
Canada voted to adopt The
Season of Creation as an annual
time of prayer, education and
action.
Beginning September 1,
the Day of Prayer for Creation,
and running through October 4,
the Feast of St. Francis (patron
saint of ecology), Christians
across the ecumenical spectrum
are encouraged to join together
in prayer for creation and
environmental stewardship.
This season is a special time
for the Creator and each other.
Some of us pray, some of us do
hands-on projects, some of us

advocate. We all protect creation.
The momentum continues
long after the season ends. By
seeding ongoing prayer, changes
in lifestyle and advocacy, the
season grows hope in our
communities each year. General
Synod, as an example, also passed
resolutions encouraging parishes
and dioceses to curtail their
purchase of single-use plastic
products by 2023, and to support
the new Global
Goals for Sustainable
Development which
aim to end poverty,
protect the planet and
pursue the common
good.

More information, including
ideas for ways to celebrate the
season, can be downloaded at
http://seasonofcreation.org/
guide/
For a Revised Common
Lectionary, Year C, for the
season of Creation, visit the
Anglican Church of Canada
website: https://www.anglican.
ca/publicwitness/season-ofcreation/

Bishop Fraser Lawton at a service of confirmation in
St. James’ Cathedral, Peace River.
Photo by Sharon Krushel

Council of General
Synod Election
At the meeting of the 42nd General
Synod held in Vancouver, July 10-16, 2019
the following people were elected to the
Council of General Synod for the 2019-2022
triennium.
Province of Rupert’s Land
• Gregory Kerr-Wilson Bishop
• Joey Royal Bishop
• Amos Winter Clergy
• Freda Lepine Laity
• Michael Siebert Laity
• Chris Wood Laity
• Luke Gobbett Youth
Province of British Columbia and Yukon
• Lynne McNaughton Bishop
• Marnie Peterson Clergy
• Ian Alexander Laity
• Jody Walker Laity
• Dale Drozda Youth
Province of Canada
• David Edwards Bishop
• Paulette Bugden Clergy
• Margaret Jenniex Laity
• Ann Cumyn Laity
• Scott Potter Youth
Province of Ontario
• Andrew Asbil Bishop
• Valerie Kerr Clergy
• Kim Chadsey Laity
• Hugh Mackenzie Laity
• LydsKeesmat-Walsh Youth
Anglican Council of Indigenous People
• The Rev. Canon Dr. Murray Still
• Ms. Sheba McKay
Anglican Military Ordinariate
• Major The Rev. Dennis F G Newhook
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada:
To be named in September
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Bishops’ Corner

Faithful obedience leads to surprises on life’s journey
Bishop FRASER LAWTON
Diocese of Athabasca

S

ometimes things
happen when we least
expect them.
I had not anticipated
writing this column for
another 15 or 20 years.
Veronica and I fully expected
that I would continue as
Bishop of Athabasca until the
day of retirement.
However, now we find
ourselves preparing to
leave our expectations and our home for a new
assignment in the Kingdom. This may have been
our most difficult decision. Just as this change was
not in our plans, it has also caught many of you
off guard. Perhaps it would be of benefit to share a
tiny bit of what has happened.
We had not been looking to leave our ministry
in the Athabasca diocese or to move. However,
I received a request to consider a ministry in the
Diocese of Dallas. Initially, we declined the offer.
Time and circumstances made it clear, however,
that we needed to at least consider the possibility
that the Holy Spirit was at work and to be open to
change.
After much prayer, counsel, agonising, and
various forms of spiritual confirmations we came
to the conclusion that God is indeed calling us to
leave Athabasca for Dallas. I will be the rector
of St. Dunstan’s in Mineola, Texas, as well as an
Assisting Bishop in the Diocese of Dallas. If all
proceeds to plan, I will become “Assistant Bishop”
in about two years. My episcopal work will mainly
be in the rural areas of northeast Texas; being

present in parishes for
confirmation services,
visitations, support of
clergy and to help grow
rural parishes grow in
their ministries.
Contrary to popular
belief, the culture of
the area is actually
quite similar to that
of northern Alberta.
There are, of course,
some differences. Some
people in Texas, for
example, seem to think I have quite an accent.
This new ministry will bring a massive change
for us. I do believe, though, that God is directing
this move. I think He will enable me to use the
experiences and formation I have had here to help
a new church community beyond the Athabasca
diocese. I also firmly believe that in calling me out
He is making space for someone else to come into
office as the new Bishop of Athabasca.
This is a real opportunity for the people of
Athabasca to renew their sense of calling in
the why of our existence and life together. A
new bishop brings a fresh vision and style of
leadership. We have taken some steps forward and
upward together. I do believe that we have gone as
far together as God has provided for at this time.
The new bishop will go with you up the next steps.
This has been a heart-rending time with many
tears (and more to come) as Veronica and I prepare
to leave. I will miss Athabasca deeply. It has been
my home, both before ordination and in ministry,
for about 39 years. You, your life in Christ, and
this place matter deeply to me.

So it is hard to say ‘good bye.’ Nonetheless,
we feel it is critical to be obedient to God, and
we desire to always walk in His will. We leave
knowing that He has good things in store for you.
Please take hold of His life. Please embrace the
call He has given you. Please be the people of
God.
We also know that we are headed for a
different part of God’s kingdom and as He has
done here, He will provide family and community
for us there. There is great blessing, with struggle
and challenge, in living into the call of God.
Please pray for us; that we will prosper in the new
ministry and life He has for us. We will utterly fail
unless we walk and work in the grace the Holy
Spirit gives to us. Pray we will live in that place.
One of the blessings I’ve discovered over the
years, especially in episcopal ministry, is that of
partnerships and connections. I pray God will
continue to bless the relationship between the
dioceses of Athabasca and Ibba. Be intentional in
nurturing that relationship! We also have a network
of connections with dioceses in Texas. Perhaps
God will use this network, as well.
I will find it very strange the next time I am
back in this beautiful region. We have many
connections of family and friends and are certain
it will not be long before we are back to visit. It is
the last bit that will be surreal: to be visitors. We
do not know if this move will be permanent, or if
the Lord will bring us closer again at some time in
the future. That remains for Him to show us. What
we do know is that if we, and you, remain in His
hand, we will have His peace and grace. We pray
as Jesus taught us to pray that His kingdom come
and His will be done in all our lives.
The Lord be with you,
+Fraser

September Focus on Witness in Athabasca Partner Diocese

M

ost often,
when North
Americans
hear about South Sudan in the news, the main
focus is the ongoing conflict plaguing the country.
However, for Christians in the South Sudanese
Diocese of Ibba (which maintains a friendly
relationship with the Diocese of Athabasca), the
focus is on being a presence for Jesus Christ and
drawing people to him.
The first week of September is the diocesan
“Week of Witness.” Parishioners organized by
diocesan evangelists go door to door reminding
people that Jesus loves them. The Bishop of Ibba,
the Rt. Rev. Wilson Kamani, says, “September
SHELLY KING
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is very vital because it is the time
that every house is reached with the
Gospel. It is the time backsliders are
met and invited to come to church.
It is the time pastors, evangelists,
Mothers’ Union members and youth
are active in preaching and sharing
God’s love with everybody.”
Bishop Kamani’s desire is “to
ensure people know God through
preaching, teaching, and discipleship
programs, and to ensure that people
accept Jesus as their personal savior.”
Continued on page 5.

Mothers’ Union members preach door-to-door during Week of Witness.
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Missional Discipleship

Recovery from Christendom: reclaiming Jesus as Prophet

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for
Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

W

elcome back! I
hope you had a
restful summer.
After our summer break
we return to seeing how we
live Jesus-shaped lives in
this post-Christendom world
in which we find ourselves!
To recap: we have seen
over past articles that it is
Jesus, and not ourselves,
who must define what a
Jesus-shaped life looks like
and the purpose He gives in

us for living it. We look to
Him as our example.
From April through
June we saw how Jesus is
not only the Good Shepherd
and Rabbi-Teacher we most
often hear about, but also
the ultimate Evangelist,
continually seeking and
inviting people to the life of
the Kingdom.
‘So that about covers
it,’ you may be thinking.
‘That’s what a Jesus-shaped
life entails.’ You would
have good grounds to think
so, for that is often how we
function. We are used to
thinking that church life is
about pastoral care, teaching,
and inviting others to join us,
so much so that it does not
occur to us there is anything
missing. Well, there is. There
are two other crucial aspects
to living a Jesus-shaped life
and running a Jesus-shaped
church.
One of those aspects,
which I would suggest we
have forgotten and neglect

to our peril, is the way Jesus
calls people to repentance
and faithfulness to God
(Mark 1:15). We tend to
think that this is something
to do with evangelism. What
we miss in this thinking is
that Jesus is always calling
God’s own people to faithful
obedience. We are called to
hear and obey, to be “salt
and light,” bearing good fruit
to God’s glory (Matthew
5:13-15, John 15:5-8). All
of this is a non-negotiable
part of what living a Jesusshaped life looks like. We
are called to
live this life and
encourage each
other in the
same.
This is the
quintessential
expression of
the prophetic
tradition in
scripture.
Jesus refers to
himself as a
prophet (Mark

6:4). The disciples do, too
(Luke 24:19).
We are so used to
thinking of Elijah, Isaiah or
John the Baptist when we
hear the word prophet. We
miss the way the rest of the
New Testament describes
how this prophetic (with a
small ‘p’) voice is a crucial
and necessary aspect of
the Body of Christ. It is a
voice that reminds us to
ask ourselves why we do
what we do and whether the
result of our repentance is
“delighting in God’s will and

walking in God’s ways.”
So, a Jesus-shaped life
flows from our connection
to Jesus, who is Shepherd,
Rabbi-Teacher, and
Evangelist, but also Prophet.
We care for each other, we
learn and study to know
truth, we draw others to join
us, and we check often to
be sure we are remaining
faithful to God as revealed in
Jesus Christ.
May God bless you
richly as you live your Jesusshaped life.
Richard

Christian and Anglican Identity Forms Our Reason To Be

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Archdeacon for
Mission Development
Diocese of Athabasca

L

ast season, as a
member of the cast
of The Drowsy
Chaperone, my character
asked himself the existential
question, ‘Who are you?’
Might this very question
be appropriate for a new
musical entitled, The
Drowsy Anglican?
You see, most of us have
lost our sense of unique
identity as Christians and as
Anglicans.
We have listened too
long to the songs of the
secular world: ‘It doesn’t
matter what you believe

as long as you believe,’
and ‘I’m spiritual, but not
religious.’ Facing the everpresent pressure of society’s
Chief Virtue, Tolerance
the Great, we have come
to think that all roads lead
not to Rome, but to God.
We have moved beyond
thinking that all religions
must be openly tolerated, to
assuming that all religions
are basically just different
approaches to the same God.
As if that were not
misleading enough, many
a Christian has bought
into society’s disregard
for institutions. That
tune, “Spiritual, but not
Religious,” has been
sung by many Christian
congregations, while most
of the others have learned to
keep their mouths shut. We
had better not tell anyone
about who we are because
they are not going to like it.
We Anglicans have
made this lack of Christian
identity unique to ourselves.
We look in envy at those
evangelical churches that
appear to be growing and
wonder how we can put

a praise band together,
complete with drums and
guitars. We openly wonder
if the evangelicals are right
when they disparage our
use of the Prayer Book. We
constantly sing the refrain
of “God’s Frozen People,”
inspired by the Pierre Berton
book, The Comfortable
Pew. We absolutely love the
way our church used to be
in the good old days, and
we cannot let go of that as
we try to figure out who we
are going to become in the
future.
‘Who are we?’ is
likely one of the important
questions of Anglican
Christianity. Once we begin
to get that sorted out, we can
better cope with the second
big question, ‘Why are we?’
We are Christians who
live in a vital and lifechanging relationship with
God, who reveals himself
to be Father—Son—
Holy Spirit. We call this
relationship faith and the
outcome of our authentic
faith is the forgiveness of sin
and eternal salvation. This
faith relationship is also the

channel for the indwelling
presence of God. We are
made more authentically
human and more genuinely
alive as we allow the Holy
Spirit to shape and mould
our lives from within.
We are Christians whose
faith relationship unites
us not only to God but to
every other Christian. We
are members of the one,
holy, catholic and apostolic
Church, which is the Body
of Christ and the Family of
God. We are as intimately
related to one another as we
are to God.
We are disciples of
Christ, whose family
traditions are shaped by
the Anglican part of our
identity. We rely heavily
on scripture, divinelyinspired reason and the great
tradition of our church. We
follow—almost slavishly—
St. Paul’s admonition that
all things should be done
decently and in order (1
Corinthians 14:40), but
this stems from our rich
liturgical tradition. We are
‘reformed Catholics,’ having
retained an incarnational

and sacramental approach
to our experience of God,
while adding a necessary
emphasis on personal
conversion and faith
guided by the authority of
Scripture.
When these things are
part of the who, the outline
of the why becomes clearer.
We exist to carry out
God’s mission in our
context. We are disciples
and apprentices of the
Master and our goal is to
live out His gospel through
our daily interactions.
The Body of Christ exists
to reflect the love of the
Father-Son-Holy Spirit
in ways that others may
appreciate and appropriate.
We share our identity as
Anglican Christians in both
word and deed so that others
may be drawn to Christ and
into His Church.
The Man in the
Chair from The Drowsy
Chaperone asked of himself,
‘Who are you?’ This may
be a good question for us
Anglicans, too.
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Baptisms in Valleyview hopeful signs of things to come
The Rev. ROSEMARIE
HOWELL

fter a fiveweek baptismal
preparation
course taught by the Rev.
Rosemarie Howell, Sherry
Watson and Liz Gordon,
four excited young ladies
took the plunge into
God’s family and were
welcomed warmly as new
congregational members at
St. Anne’s, Valleyview on
May 5, 2019.
Arwyn Kristensen,
Brettley Gordon, Brooklyn
Pattison and Charlie Ostrom,
ages 13, 10, 9 and 6, had
spent time learning about
being a leaf on Jesus’ family

A

Pictured from left: Brooklyn Pattinson, Charlie Ostrom, St. Anne’s rector
the Rev. Rosemarie Howell, Arwyn Kristianson and Brettley Gordon.

tree and what it means
to be a child of God. The
girls had fun making their
own banners and other
crafts, while learning about

prayer and developing their
relationship with God, as
well as becoming familiar
with the traditions and
symbolism of the Anglican

shared love, laughter and
pain. Any one of us will
stop what we are doing to
send up an arrow prayer for
someone in need.
Once, I was a young
mother who was afraid
to speak up at meetings.
Gradually, by assisting
other members, I learned to
plan and execute bazaars,
fundraising teas and bake
sales. I learned how to plan
a funeral luncheon and
almost always have enough
food for families to take
home. I became secretary
and eventually leader of
my group. I have been
coordinator for our diocese
and our representative at the
National Conference. I have

friends across this country
connected by the ACW
thread.
Think about all the
women around you and
what they do in their church
and local communities. I
joined the ACW because
someone invited me to a
meeting. They asked more
than once and I am grateful
for their persistence. ACW
has enriched my life beyond
compare.
This June, for the first
time in many years, I hosted
an ACW meeting in my
home. We make a point of
getting together for supper
before heading our separate
ways for the summer. A few
ladies arrived early to help

Church.
Liz Gordon shared:
“When our children don’t
attend church, it’s our duty
as grandparents to make
sure our grandkids get to go
and are involved.” Sherry
Watson added: “Parents
generally follow, when
they see their children’s
enthusiasm.”
On the big day, family
members of the baptismal
candidates filled St.
Anne’s Anglican Church
in Valleyview to the brim
for the joyous occasion.
Not having enough seating
was a rare and delightful
problem for parishioners to
deal with. After the service

an extravagant luncheon
was enjoyed along with
fellowship. Each new family
member received their own
Book of Alternative Services
as a welcome gift.
The baptism was a firstever church experience for
many people and others,
especially those who
have been away from the
church for years, found it
emotionally moving.
The girls had so much
fun in their baptismal
preparation and were sad
it ended. Our hope is St.
Anne’s will build on its
success by continuing to
offer weekly activities
similar to Messy Church.

ACW Friends Provide Lifetime of Supportive Community
CANDACE MAHAFFEY
ACW, Christ Church
Grande Prarie

A

CW: Anglican
Church Women, All
Christian Women,
All Christian Workers, what
do you think? I have been
an ACW member for more
than 35 years and I can tell
you this is a ministry that
matters – both today and in
the future.
Over the years, my
ACW group has been
a ready and constant
source of support. We
have shared parenting
skills, stories about our
children and pictures of our
grandchildren. We have

Pictured clockwise from left: Janice Orr, Jane Cowley, Carmen Nicholson,
Beth Davis, Marion Rose, Jean Wilson, Hazel Ward.

greet and receive people.
Over the course of the
evening, we shared joyful
conversation, food and
hospitality.
The ACW of the future
will not look the same
as the ACW of 35 years

ago. But we will always
be a strong community of
women working inside and
outside the church. It is up
to us to consider how we
might come alongside other
women who are looking for
community.

Focus on witness in partner diocese continued
Continued from page 3.
The Diocese of Ibba
is involved in nursery,
primary, secondary and
higher education, health,
civic education and capacitybuilding. Members of the
Mothers’ Union visit health
centres and prisons where
they pray with people. The
diocesan evangelism team
organises opportunities for
fasting, prayer for peace and
other issues.
Bishop Kamani
says there are still many
unresolved issues hindering
progress with the 2018 peace
agreement in South Sudan,

but that Ibba diocese is
making a difference.
“We are involved in
holistic ministry, including
peace and reconciliation
at the county and national
level, with key individuals.
Politicians from our area
who have misunderstanding
in their midst and are
willing to come together for
reconciliation.”
Bishop Kamani joined
the Episcopal Church of
South Sudan in 1987, was
ordained a priest in 1994
and consecrated as bishop
in 2008. He and his wife
Agnes are blessed with five
children; three girls and

two boys. Bishop Kamani
says of himself, “I love
Jesus and I’m committed to
serve in the Church and am
very passionate about the
life of my Christians in the
diocese.”
Bishop Kamani and
Bishop Fraser Lawton of
Athabasca diocese struck
up a friendship in 2010 at
a training session for new
bishops organized in the UK.
The relationship between
the two dioceses gained
ground as Bishop Fraser
visited Ibba twice in June,
2015 and December, 2017,
and Bishop Kamani visited
the Diocese of Athabasca

in October, 2017, when he
was a main speaker at the
diocesan synod. Athabasca
parishes regularly hold the
Diocese of Ibba, its leaders,
parishes and ministries in
their prayers.
Prayer is needed for the
Week of Witness, and as
Christians in Sudan work
toward their dearest hopes.
Bishop Kamani says, “We
aspire to see a vibrant,
united and transformed
community and the
Episcopal Church in South
Sudan by God’s grace will
remain strong amidst all the
challenges, sharing God’s
agape love through Jesus.”

Bishop Wilson Kamani and Bishop
Fraser Lawton at Athabasca diocese’s
synod worship service October, 2017.
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Bishop Jane returns home to unpack historic decisions
The Rt. Rev. JANE ALEXANDER
Bishop of Edmonton

I

suspect many people are left
scratching their heads after the
2019 meeting of the General
Synod of the Anglican Church of
Canada, and are asking themselves,
‘what just happened?’ As part of
the delegation from our diocese, I
found myself asking that question at
frequent times. It was a rollercoaster
of a week, so let me try to unpack
some of what I experienced.
Taking a bird’s eye view, we
can describe General Synod 2019 as
historic.
Let us look at the discussion
around the marriage canon first.
We came into the synod on the
foundation of long conversations that
have not always shown the Church
at its best. I quote from the “Word
to the Church” (considering the
amendment of Marriage Canon XXI)
from the Council of General Synod
(pages 5-6):
“We have witnessed disdain and
failure of charity toward those who
hold differing understandings of
marriage:
a) toward the LGBTQ2S+
communities;
b) toward those who stand in one
of the traditions regarding marriage
that would lead them to oppose the
change;
c) toward those who stand in one
of the traditions regarding marriage
that would lead them to favour the
change;
d) toward Indigenous persons
and communities; and
e) toward those who have
proceeded in good faith to authorize
rites for same-sex marriage.
Whatever the actions of the church
at this General Synod, we lament
the harm that has come to persons
and communities in the course of 50
years of conversation, not all of it
measured or loving.
Historic Moment #1: Affirmation
of “A Word to the Church”
The historic moment was when
the overwhelming majority of
the General Synod supported the
affirmation of respect and walking
with differences from “A Word to
the Church.” It seemed as though a
motion to change the marriage canon
would pass - a motion that changed
the preface, changed gender specific
phrases and added a power of veto.
We know that this motion did not
pass by the smallest of majorities in
the House of Bishops. In terms of the
church across Canada, more than 75
per cent of all the delegates at synod
said ‘yes.’ But, it is a peculiarity of

our rules of order, the way we work,
that we had to have a 2/3 majority
in the orders of laity, clergy and in
the House of Bishops, where we had
62 per cent, not 66 per cent, so very
close, but not quite enough.
This was a ‘what just happened?’
moment. People were very upset
and disappointed. GS 2019 hurt
the church. We hurt our brothers
and sisters in the LGBTQ2S+
community, and I am deeply sorry.
I am with Desmond Tutu when he
said to penalise someone because
of their sexual orientation is akin
to penalising them as we did in the
past for colour, ethnicity or race. It
is unacceptable. We also hurt people
who hold a traditional view of
marriage.
The floor of synod became an
unsafe place. I thank the whole of the
delegation from our diocese: Steve,
Heather, Dorothy, Alan and Ben for
their wonderful pastoral presence
and ministry during very tense days.
We were face-to-face with
our differences and at an impasse.
There were two main issues:
our understanding of marriage,
and also a sense of judgment or
discrimination felt by many. This
issue is about people, real people,
and real lives and deeply held faith
commitments.
However, there was a way
forward. The House of Bishops
came back to the floor of synod with
an apology for hurt and a repeat of
the affirmations we had agreed to
as a synod. The affirmations made
it clear that there are, indeed, two
equally respected and held views on
marriage in the Anglican Church of
Canada. This means, in the Diocese
of Edmonton, we can celebrate all
marriages and provide a safe space
for all people.
Therefore, all couples who are
legally permitted to marry may seek
to have that marriage solemnised in
the church. The typical requirements
for marriage in the Anglican Church
still stand, ie. at least one of the
couple must be a baptized Christian,
marriage preparation is to be
completed, marriages are solemnised
using the approved forms of liturgy
of the church and the marriage
takes place in a church or public
place. On my own authority I have
made available to the clergy of the
diocese an edited Book of Alternative
Services (BAS) marriage liturgy.
There will be no special marriage
commission or different processes.
At the end of the House of
Bishop’s statement we said:
“Although we as bishops are

Edmonton Diocese Extends Primate’s
Apology for Spiritual Harm to Local
Indigenous Community

Bishop Jane visited PrayerWorks Hall at St. Faith’s, Edmonton on Thursday, July
25 to personally deliver a prayer bundle with “An Apology for Spiritual Harm”
to representatives of the Indigenous community. She plans for the apology to be
given with protocol to First Nations’ communities and agencies with whom the
Edmonton diocese has made connections.
At left: Barbara Marquis, a PrayerWorks Community Meals volunteer who is Métis
receives a prayer bundle from Bishop Jane (right); Verna Fisher of the Creating
Hope Society receives a prayer bundle from St. Faith’s Deacon and PrayerWorks
Volunteer Coordinator Sandra Arbeau (right).
Archbishop Fred Hiltz offered “An Apology for Spiritual Harm” to Indigenous
Peoples at the 42nd General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada in Vancouver.
Photos: Jennifer Stewart

not able to agree, in the name of
Jesus Christ, we commit to conduct
ourselves “with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing
with one another in love, making
every effort to maintain the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
(Ephesians 4:2-3). It is my deep hope
that all of us here in the Edmonton
diocese commit to live like this;
walking and ministering together for
the love of God.
Historic Moment #2: Rejoicing
in Forming an Indigenous Selfdetermining Church
GS 2019 opened by approving
the representatives of the Anglican
Council of lndigenous People
(ACIP) as full members of General
Synod – a change from their
previous status as observers with
voice but no vote. The next step was
for Sacred Circle and ACIP to be
self-determining. This means that
Indigenous Anglicans can manage
their own governance according
to traditional patterns as they
choose. Right now, this looks like
a 5th province within the Anglican
Church of Canada with the National
Indigenous Anglican Bishop being
made an Archbishop like the other
Provincial Metropolitans.
Historic Moment #3: Primate’s
Apology to Indigenous Peoples for
Spiritual Harm
Our Primate, Archbishop Fred
Hiltz, apologised to the Indigenous

community for the spiritual harm we
inflicted over time on our Indigenous
brothers and sisters. This apology
for past acts called the Church into
profound repentance and works
of reconciliation. The synod fell
silent in prayer during the apology.
Indigenous representatives thanked
the Primate and asked for a time of
prayer to consider their response.
The response was given on the
final day of GS 2019. When elders
accepted this apology they reminded
us, very wisely, that trauma can
be reignited by seemingly simple
cues or actions. Anger, despair,
hurt and humiliation can easily
reappear, often without warning.
This is something we have observed
firsthand in our work. We need to
be vigilant in taking extra care so as
not inflict more harm. I worry that
as a Church we have hurt another
population, triggered rejection,
thoughts of self harm and feelings of
unworthiness. Many people from the
LGBTQ2S+ community have shared
with us that this is how they feel. I
hope the lesson from the apology
for spiritual harm and the response
of the elders reminds us not to make
the same mistakes again. Here, in the
Edmonton diocese, we are handdelivering the apology with protocol
to all First Nations communities and
agencies with whom we have made
connections.
Continued on next page.
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42nd General Synod Names Linda Nicholls First Female
Primate in Anglican Church of Canada

T

he Rt. Rev. Linda Nicholls,
Bishop of the Diocese of Huron,
was elected the first female and
14th Primate of the Anglican Church
of Canada by the 42nd General Synod.
The election was held July 13, 2019,
at Christ Church Anglican Cathedral
in Vancouver on the ancestral lands
of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh and
Squamish Nations.
Nicholls was chosen on the fourth
ballot to succeed Archbishop Fred
Hiltz, elected in 2007. She was one of
five nominees put forth by Canadian
bishops. When informed of the voting
results, Bishop Jane Alexander of the
Edmonton diocese, the only other
candidate on the fourth ballot, tweeted:
“So much love and congratulations to
Linda our primate-elect.”
With a professional background in
music and education, Nicholls, a selfdescribed “cradle Anglican,” considers
teaching to be her first vocation and
sees it as a central part of her episcopal

ministry. She received a master’s,
and later a Doctor of Ministry, from
Wycliffe College in Toronto. She was
also awarded honourary Doctor of
Divinity degrees from both Wycliffe
and Huron University College. She
was ordained a deacon in 1985, a priest
in 1986 and served as Area Bishop of
Trent-Durham, Bishop Suffragan, in the
Diocese of Toronto, from 2008-2016.
She has served as Bishop of Huron
since 2016.
Nicholls told members of General
Synod one of her first priorities as
Primate will be to help the Church
overcome its divisions:
“We have reconciliation to do. And
we have deep healing to work at. And
I know that this church can do it,” she
said. “I have seen this church rise to the
challenge of its diversity; I’ve seen this
church act in remarkable ways. Even
though we, at times, can cause each
other deep hurt and pain, I’ve also seen
us rise to the challenge of that healing

Bishop returns home to unpack
historic decisions continued
hear more on many of these
topics at our diocesan synod
next month, but here are some
highlights.
There were historic
moments in the area of
interfaith relations, particularly
with Muslim and Jewish
relationships, and ecumenical
relationships with the Lutheran
church, both in Canada and
Bishop Jane Alexander presents Canon John Kwafanka, in America. I know people
of the Anglican Consultative Council, with a gift for his will live more fully into these
presentation to General Synod on Living and Sharing a
relationships here in the
Jesus Shaped Life. Photo: Geoff Howe, General Synod
Edmonton diocese.
Continued from previous page.
GS 2019 voted to sign on to “A
Common
Word Between Us and
Historic Moment #4 Election
You,” and endorse it as a model for
of First Female Primate of the
Christian-Muslim dialogue. The title
Anglican Church of Canada
comes from a line from the Qur’an:
On Saturday, July 13, 2019
“O People of the Book, come to a
General Synod elected the Rt. Rev.
common word between us and you.”
Linda Nicholls, Bishop of Huron,
Our own Scott Sharman, General
as the first female Primate of the
Synod’s animator for ecumenical and
Anglican Church of Canada. Linda
interfaith relations, presented on this
brings a wealth of experience from
motion.
her episcopal ministry in Toronto
In Edmonton, home to Al Rashid
and Huron and her work at Church
Mosque, Canada’s first mosque
House. I know you will join me in
built in 1938, we have already seen
holding Linda in your prayers as she
the fruits and blessings of stronger
makes the transition to the office of
interfaith understanding. On reading
Primate over the next few months.
the resolution, I was reminded of
Historic Moments Continued
the words of Rowan Williams who
Other relational, liturgical and
spoke of the growing awareness
prophetic (in areas such as climate
that peace throughout the world is
change) moments that made this
deeply entwined with the ability
General Synod historic will require
of all people of faith everywhere
the commitment of people in every
to live together in peace, justice,
parish to transform words on paper
mutual respect and love: a radical,
into meaningful action. We will

work of coming
together around
God’s table where
our first calling is
in Christ.”
Archbishop
Linda Nicholls
was installed
as Primate on
July 16, 2019.
General Synod
Chancellor David
Jones, Q.C. read
the certificate
of election,
and retiring
Prolocutor
Cynthia HainesTurner and
newly elected
Prolocutor Karen
Egan presented
Archbishop
Nicholls with the
primatial cross.

Upon being elected first female Primate, Linda Nicholls said she will
help the Church continue to “rise to the challenge of its diversity.”

General Synod youth delegates present Primate-elect Linda Nicholls
with a prayer shawl.
Photos: Margaret Glidden

nonviolent engagement with the
deepest needs of our world and
common humanity.
It is my belief that with the rise
of hatred and fanaticism across the
world, now more than ever, there is a
need to support mutual conversations
between people of faith, particularly
when we are persecuted and exposed
to violence. I hope a more formal
framework for our conversations will
help us seek common witness, love,
respect and understanding.
We also adopted the United
Nations Global Goals for Sustainable
Development as a framework for
social justice and gospel-focused
ministry at national, diocesan
and parish levels. If you go to
the UN website (www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment/) you will
find wonderful videos on each of
the goals which could be shown at
coffee times in the parish. The goals
link really well with the Marks of
Mission - look forward to seeing this
brought out in our work at synod in
October.
On issues of climate justice, GS
2019 adopted the Season of Creation.
Many of you will remember the
work coming out of the Eco Bishops
and Green Anglicans movements
on “The World is our Host,” and
materials in previous years from
Season of Creation. It is now hoped
that across the church the period
September 1 to October 4 each year
will see a special focus in worship,
preaching and liturgy on how we
are responding to the global climate
emergency, and how we draw the
theological imperative to steward

the earth into our daily lives. An
additional resolution on this called
for an end to our use of single-use
plastics in the church. I believe that
as a diocese we can have this in
place by the end of December, 2019,
so let us say ‘goodbye’ to plastic
cups, of course Styrofoam (we
asked parishes to stop using it two
synods ago), coffee stirrers, plastic
cutlery etc. We are compiling a list
of biodegradable resources which we
will share with parishes.
At an upcoming clergy day
we will review some of the new
liturgical materials which were
approved at GS 2019, including
forms for the Daily Office,
thanksgiving over the water or use at
baptism, and additional collects for
use during our three-year lectionary
cycle.
Stay Tuned: More Historic
Moments to Come
There are exciting times ahead.
At our diocesan synod next month
we will unpack what it means to see
ourselves as a gift to the church. We
are welcoming Fr. Michael Lapsley,
our Honorary Canon for Healing
and Reconciliation, for a Healing of
Memories workshop and teaching
and preaching sessions. The National
ACW Conference is being held here
this month. In October, we will also
welcome Dr. Eric Law, founder
and director of the Kaleidoscope
Institute, for sessions on parish
leadership. There is a new cohort
of Lay Evangelists forming, and
Cursillo weekend is just around the
corner. Hold on to your hats folks!
In Christ, +Jane
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Anglican documentary debunks Doctrine of Discovery
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

M

ore than 500 years ago,
a series of declarations
and decisions by religious
leaders and rulers in Europe
paved the way for the European
colonization of what is now
North America. They described
the lands being discovered by
European explorers as terra nullius
(unoccupied or uninhabited), and
the millions of Indigenous people
who had inhabited those lands
for thousands of years as “nonhuman.” This pervasive way of
thinking, known as the Doctrine
of Discovery, shaped the history of
European colonization, devastated
multiple generations of Indigenous
communities and continues today to
profoundly impact Indigenous and
Settler relations worldwide.
On June 22, St. Thomas’
Anglican Church in Sherwood Park
welcomed people from several
parishes, acknowledging their
presence on traditional territory
of Treaty 6, the ancestral meeting
ground and home of Indigenous
Peoples, including Cree, Saulteaux,
Blackfoot, Métis and Nakota
Sioux Peoples. They gathered for a
screening of Stolen Lands, Strong
Hearts, a new documentary film
about the Doctrine of Discovery,
which “continues to be the central
animating factor in the dispossession
and oppression of Indigenous
Peoples, in the Americas and around
the world” (General Synod 2010).
The hour-long film was produced
by Anglican Video in response to the
Primate’s Commission on Discovery,
Reconciliation and Justice. The
Anglican Church of Canada
repudiated the Doctrine of Discovery
in 2010, and Archbishop Fred
Hiltz, then Primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada, called it “spiritual
arrogance of the worst kind.”
Fred Matthews is a St. Thomas’
Anglican Church parishioner and
serves as a member of the Edmonton
diocese’s Indigenous Ministries
team. He is also a person of mixed
Scottish and Haudenosaunee (people
of the longhouse) ancestry. Up
until he was 10 years old, however,
Matthews did not know he was
Indigenous. At a campfire gathering,
a family friend commented he
‘looked like an Indian,’ and his
mother, whose parents were from
Scotland, responded, ‘that’s because
he is.’ Matthews later learned that
his paternal ancestors are from the
Kahnawake Mohawk Territory just
outside of Montreal.

their thoughts
about the
documentary.
As they, in
turn, held an
eagle feather,
people shared
their reaction to
the film. Some
wanted further
explanation
about the
doctrine and its
As fellow parishioners enjoy a light meal of soup and bannock, Fred Matthews tells the story of the wampum belt used in
implications and
some Indigenous traditions to symbolize a treaty between two or more parties.
others saw the
very act of watching
the film and talking
about it as a sign of
hope.
“Even in the last
20 years I’ve seen
some significant
changes in the church
and in the secular
people were not human and
world,”
said
one
participant. For
tosses it out the window.”
example, “my kids learn about First
The Haudenosaunee
Nations now in their Social Studies
people used a two row
curriculum by their actual names, not
wampum belt to record a
by the names we have for them.”
treaty made with Dutch
One participant suggested
settlers when they first
After the film screening, St.
she and other members of St.
came to North America. Made up
Thomas’ rector the Rev. Stephen
Thomas’ could seek to learn more
of cylindrical beads made from
London invited audience members
about the Truth and Reconciliation
shells and strung together with corn
into the church hall to share a meal
Commission of Canada’s 94 Calls to
husks, it consists of a sea of white
of homemade soup and bannock, and
Action by naming them one at a time
symbolizing the Mohawk River, and
to listen to an Indigenous story as
in worship or in the weekly bulletin.
two purple rows running parallel
told by Matthews. He then explained
“In the Calls to Action what we
to each other which signify the two
that at the time European settlers
suggested is let’s develop a doctrine
nations coexisting in the same place
arrived on these “empty” lands (as
of reconciliation together through
and at no point crossing each other.
they were declared by the doctrine)
a proclamation and covenant on
“This particular two row
in northeast North America, they
reconciliation because, regardless of
wampum belt is intentionally
were inhabited by thousands of
what one thinks about repudiation
long to signify that the treaty was
Indigenous people living together in
and the implications of it, we
meant to go on forever,” said
longhouse communities supported
can go further and redefine our
Matthews. He then showed a replica
by tens of thousands of acres of
relationship,” says Senator and Truth
of the Confederacy Wampum
farmland producing beans, squash
and Reconciliation Commissioner
Belt, characterized by five white,
and corn (The Three Sisters) and
Murray Sinclair in Stolen Lands,
geometric shapes in a purple
supplemented by the hunters/
Strong Hearts.
background. Each of the five shapes
gatherers. According to stories
“The elders will tell us that what
represents a member nation of
passed down for generations,
we
do
today is like is like throwing
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy.
they formed the Five Nations
a little pebble in a pond where the
Matthews explained that his people,
of the Iroquois Confederacy
water is smooth like glass,” said
the Mohawk, are represented on the
(Haudenosaunee): Mohawk, Seneca,
Matthews. “That little pebble will
left side and considered to be “the
Cayuga, Onondaga and Oneida (and
cause ripples across the pond. They
keepers of the eastern door.” They
later a 6th nation, the Tuscarora).
say what we do today will affect the
are the protectors of the eastern part
Each nation was divided into four
next seven generations of people.
of the Haudenosaunee territory.
family clans and governed by the
When we consider 500 years post“The language of the wampum
Great Law of Peace. (The United
European contact, 150 years of
belt is unique amongst Indigenous
States Constitution is based upon
residential schools, 40 years of
people in North America and it holds
some of the principles of the Great
Sixties Scoop, ongoing issues with
a huge amount of history in the
Law of Peace.)
children being scooped up by the
formation of Canada as a country,”
“When Europeans first came
welfare system…it’s going to take a
said Matthews. “We weren’t the
to that part of North America
long time.”
mindless savages European settlers
around 1630-1650 we, as the
Stolen Lands, Strong Hearts is
thought we were.”
Haudenosaunee people, had already
available
for anyone to view online
The Rev. Judy Purkis, a deacon
been living under a sophisticated
at www.anglican.ca/primate/tfc/
at St. Thomas’ and member of the
form of government for almost 250
drj/doctrineofdiscovery
Edmonton diocese’s Indigenous
years,” said Matthews. “This takes
Ministries team, invited people to
the idea of the Doctrine of Discovery
gather in a talking circle and share
and the notion that Indigenous
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Edmonton to Calgary “Walk for Common Ground” 2019
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

C

arrying an eagle staff in
memory of Saddle Lake
Cree Nation educator
and former nuhelot’įne thaiyots’į
nistameyimâkanak Blue Quills
University President Vincent
Steinhauer, and waving the flags
of Treaties 6 and 7, Indigenous
and non-Indigenous people from
communities across Canada joined
members of Mennonite Church
Canada, the Health Sciences
Association of Alberta (HSAA) and
the Anglican Dioceses of Edmonton
and Calgary, in the 2019 Walk
for Common Ground pilgrimage.
Intended to honour the sacred
covenants of the traditional lands of
Cree, Saulteaux, Blackfoot, Métis
and Nakota Sioux peoples, the
common ground walk spanned more
than 15 days, May 31 to June 14, and
more than 350 kms, from Edmonton
to Calgary.
Public Treaty Talks (see www.
treatytalk.com), a response to
the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada’s (TRC) call
for sustained, public education and
dialogue on treaties, were hosted
by a dozen communities along the
walk route, including St. Columba
Anglican Church in Beaumont,
and St. Mary’s Anglican Church in
Ponoka.
Nearing the end of a physically
draining, but emotionally and
spiritually uplifting day which began
with a warm reception and sendoff from Maskwacis, the exhausted
walkers arrived at St. Mary’s in
Ponoka/pəˈnoʊkə (Blackfoot word
for elk) on the evening of June 5.
They unloaded their overnight bags
and sleeping mats in the church hall,
plugged in their phones to check in
with their families later and sat down
for a supper of barbecued burgers
provided by an HSAA volunteer.
Sharing a meal together, the
walkers were joined by community
members to watch a film highlighting
our responsibilities as treaty partners.
The documentary, Treaty Talk:
Sharing the River of Life (found at

Treaty Talk Walk for Common Ground leaves Ivor Dent Sports Park in Edmonton and continues
south on 50th Street towards Beaumont. Between May 31 and June 14, 30 Indigenous, unionist and
church walkers journeyed 320 kilometres from Edmonton (Treaty 6) to Calgary (Treaty 7).

www.treatytalk.
com), was filmed
in Treaty 6
Territory, in and
around Saddle
Lake Cree
Nation and St.
Paul and features
the Blue Quills
Culture Camp.
Treaty Talk is
an educational tool intended to help
viewers understand our collective
responsibility to treaty and to
work together to build bridges
of understanding. By sharing the
traditional Cree understanding of
natural law and treaty, grounded in
the fundamental and universal values
of honesty, kindness, strength and
sharing, the film explores and models
how Indigenous nations and nonIndigenous allies can work together
to end systemic racism, and live sideby-side, equally sharing this land.
The film’s executive producer,
Dr. Patricia Makokis from Saddle
Lake Cree Nation, a past president
of Blue Quills University who now
works in Indigenous relations at the
University of Alberta, helped lead
the walk.
“We know that Canadians don’t
know much about our treaties and
that we, non-Indigenous peoples,
are treaty family too,” said Steve

Heinrichs,
Director of
IndigenousSettler Relations,
Mennonite
Church Canada.
Heinrichs is
passionate about
the church’s call
to solidarity and
reconciliation
with our host peoples and has
produced many reconciliation-related
resources which can be accessed
from the Common Word website:
www.commonword.ca/Browse/868.
“Ignorance is a fundamental
reason why we have breaks in our
relationship,” said Heinrichs in an
interview on May 31 at the start
of the walk from Ivor Dent Sports
Park in southeast Edmonton. “If
people understood the histories
we’re coming from there would be
a lot more potential for mutually
respectful relationship. We’re
hoping this walk stokes pockets of
awareness and energy for people to
learn more with Indigenous elders
and communities and on their own.”
In the spring of 2017, Heinrichs,
along with Mennonite Church
Canada and Christian Peacemaker
Teams, led a 600-km walk from
Kitchener to Ottawa in support of the
United Nations Declaration on the

The walkers stopped for rest, nourishment and to host public “Treaty Talks” in a dozen communities along the route including
St. Columba Anglican Church in Beaumont and St. Mary Anglican Church in Ponoka, pictured above and right.

Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
“We were specifically responding
to Call to Action 48 which is the
TRC’s summons for churches to both
adopt and implement the declaration,
and to do our homework and host
public conversations around the
declaration while advocating for Bill
C-262,” he said.
“The 2017 pilgrimage really
helped catalyse settler movement
around pushing for (bill) 262,” said
Heinrichs, who is from Winnipeg.
He describes the Alberta walk,
organized by HSAA, a union
representing 240 health sciences
disciplines including Paramedics,
Dialysis Technicians, Cardiovascular
Perfusionists, Psychologists, Mental
Health Therapists and Pharmacists;
and Mennonite Church Canada and
the Anglican Dioceses of Edmonton
and Calgary, as “a really eclectic
circle.”
“This diverse group of people
walking together serves as an icon
of many more people who truly
care and are trying to work at this.
The fact that we are willing to take
time and go a couple of weeks with
only a few showers and get blisters
for one another will hopefully be
encouraging to others. We are family
trying to love one another and this
walk is an act of love,” he said.
Scott MacDougall, chair of the
HSAA Social Justice Committee,
said his union “strives for fairness
and equality and health practitioners
recognize and are alarmed by
the disproportionate number of
Indigenous people who suffer.”
Indigenous children in Canada are
more than twice as likely to live in
poverty, and suicide rates among
Indigenous peoples are two to three
times higher than among nonIndigenous Canadians. To this day,
many reserves do not have access
to clean water and are plagued by
inadequate, overcrowded housing.
The Walk for Common Ground
2019, an act of reconciliation in the
continued journey of understanding,
friendship, peace and love, was
completed June 14 when participants
reached Calgary.
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I Have Called You By Name:
“alarming,” and
though we are
engrossed in other
struggles, the
Anglican Church of
Canada is incredibly
active and energetic.
While browsing
the display tables
I eagerly learned
Athabasca Youth Delegate Joshua Haggstrom administers chalice
about the ministries
during Eucharist celebrated by Primate Linda Nicholls.
Photo: Geoff Howe, General Synod of the Seafarers,
the Prayer Book Society, various
The Rev. Dr. DANE NEUFELD
General Synod Clergy Delegate
theological colleges and many
Diocese of Athabasca
other organizations and missions
that operate within or near to our
ontrary to some of my
Church. Hearing presentations
expectations, I quite enjoyed
about the work of the Anglican
General Synod on the whole.
Foundation, PWRDF, the various
The location was stunning, the food
ecumenical relationships and other
was wonderful and it was great
international initiatives was also
pleasure to see old friends and meet
quite encouraging.
many new ones.
Of course, the debate and
Before arriving, I did not fully
circumstances
around Canon
appreciate the extent to which
XXI (On Marriage in the Church)
General Synod is a singular display
were exceptionally difficult and,
of all that our Church is and
like many, I will not soon forget
does. Though the Primate called
many of the things I felt, heard or
our declining church attendance

C

VICKI TOWNSON
General Synod Lay Delegate
Diocese of Athabasca

T

he journalist asks, ‘How
are you feeling about GS
2019?’ Well, my body hurts:
my bum from sitting, my legs from
walking, my hands from clapping
and my brain from thinking. My
heart sings with the beauty in the
praise and worship in our Anglican
liturgies. My heart is grateful to
have met new people, renewed
existing relationships, and for the
opportunity to better understand the
joys, challenges, hopes, dreams and
fears of others in the wider Anglican
church, beyond my local parish and
diocese.

Dorothy Marshall speaks about her role as
PWRDF representative for Edmonton diocese.
Photo: Margaret Glidden

General Synod is a whirlwind
week immersed in church. It was
difficult to read and digest the
1,500 or so pages of the General
Synod 2019 Convening Circular.
The reward for trying was a better
understanding of the history and
background of various matters
impacting our Christian life together.
This understanding made it much
easier to follow the resolutions
and debate, and led to an informed
position from which to participate in
the making of decisions. I encourage
everyone to spend some time
reading the reports from the various
committees and other sources online
at https://gs2019.anglican.ca/cc/
I was impressed with the work that
is being done in our church for the
benefit of the world.
The Primate’s “Apology for
Spiritual Harm to Indigenous
Peoples,” along with historic
changes to the national Indigenous
ministry (including the July 12
vote to change Canon XXII), will
profoundly impact the life of the
church. This decision enables
a self-determining Indigenous
church within the Anglican Church
of Canada and bestows the title
of Archbishop upon National
Indigenous Anglican Bishop Mark
MacDonald.
Other agenda items caused great
anxiety. Stunned silence enveloped
the room as the results of the vote on
changing the Marriage Canon were

experienced during that harrowing
evening. Nor will I forget the
disquieting haze that lingered over
the remainder of synod. I thought I
was prepared for the intensity and
depth of our divisions. Like many
others, I was left feeling seriously
unsettled about whether there will
ever be a future where we can be
at rest in each other’s presence. A
month later I am still not inclined
toward glossy optimism, but God
gave us some hopeful signs at
General Synod and it is to those I
will cling.
By far, my favorite memory
was the Saturday night Gospel
Jamboree led by Archbishop Mark
(MacDonald) and other Indigenous
leaders. This was not my first
jamboree, but after all that had
happened and was still happening,
we needed a powerful touch from
God. Watching delegates from both
sides of the aisle, as it were,
dancing, laughing and praising
God was an image I will not
soon forget.

SEPTEMBER 2019

GS 2019 Delegates Reflect

General Synod 2019 delegates from Edmonton diocese (l to r): Heather Liddell, Alan Perry,
Bishop Jane Alexander, Ben Goetze, Dorothy Marshall, Stephen Martin.
Photo: Margaret Glidden

I

STEPHEN MARTIN
General Synod Lay Delegate
Diocese of Edmonton

was honoured to represent the
Diocese of Edmonton as an
elected delegate to the 2019
General Synod. I also attended
in 2016, as a member of the
Commission on the Marriage Canon,
and thus a non-voting resource
person.

announced. Seconds later there
was an outcry of emotion.
Primate Fred Hiltz was right
to conclude discussion for
the evening. Full disclosure: I
voted in favour of the motion.
I was disheartened to hear
blame placed on “the bishops”
Dorothy Marshall
for the failure of the motion to
General Synod Lay Delegate
pass. Our bishops have each
Diocese of Edmonton
made solemn vows concerning
s I prepared for General
their office and ministry. Each
Synod, I, like many, found
has a responsibility to vote
myself frustrated that we
in accordance with his or her
were
still
dealing with the issue of
conscience in all matters, and
Edmonton clergy delegate Heather Liddell during worship on Thursday,
Marriage in our church… It seemed
it seems to me that each has
July 11.
Photo: Milos Tosic, General Synod
done so in good faith.
My observation is that many
identifiable groups of people are
“not of one mind” on the proposed
amendment: men, women,
Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people, youth delegates, people
from urban and rural dioceses,
people from eastern, central, western
Canada, northern and southern
Canada. It seems not everyone
measures the matter with the same
yardstick.
I am particularly distressed at
the vitriol spewed, either in person
or on social media sites, by some
synod members, despite the good
work that was done at the beginning
of the gathering in laying out a
framework for respectful speaking
and listening.

This was a momentous synod
for several reasons: constituting a
new Indigenous church, electing
the first female Primate and the
second reading of an amendment
to the marriage canon. Synod voted
to remove the hurtful Prayer for the
Conversion of the Jews, to enter
a new phase of relationship with
Muslims, and to broaden ecumenical
relationships. It was, like 2016,
an emotional rollercoaster, with
many delegates (and most bishops)
exhausted by the end.
Early on, we were introduced
to Dr. Martin Brokenleg, former
director of native ministries
and professor of First Nations
theology at the Vancouver School
of Theology. He took us through
important teaching on respectful
listening to one another. Members
of synod were asked to sign a
covenant to walk together in our
disagreements.
The Primate shared a
remarkable confession on behalf
of the Church to our Indigenous
members for “spiritual arrogance.”
This extended the apology for
Residential Schools and focused on
the church’s marginalisation of the
spiritual practices that had sustained
Indigenous Peoples for thousands
of years prior to the arrival of
Christian missionaries, and the

to me that we needed to move
beyond this issue. I was looking
forward to the many exciting
initiatives on the agenda for General
Synod to consider.
Changes to the Marriage Canon
have long been the topic of many
discussions, reports and meetings. I
find myself wondering how it is
possible for a diverse, yet united
faith community of Anglicans
sharing a strong faith in the
same God and feeling led by
His Holy Spirit, to hold such
different opinions (strong ones
at that) on this issue.
I was thankful to find our
first day together focused on
preparation – on realising that
reconciliation means finding
ways to live well together,
accepting that we do not always
agree. Referring to this idea,
Archbishop Mark MacDonald
said in his opening homily,
“If the Holy Spirit doesn’t
turn up…we (the church) are
toast.” Well, I think we were
able to make it through, with
much prayer, praise, discussion,
General Synod 2019 delegates from Athabasca diocese (l to r): Danielle McKenzie, Elaine Leer, Aldous Walters, Bishop learning and listening. In

A

Continued on page 17.
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Fraser Lawton, Joshua Haggstrom, Dane Neufeld, Archdeacon Terry Leer, Vicki Townson.

Photo: Margaret Glidden

assumption that Christ
could not be known in and
through those practices.
In removing the smudge
and the sweat, the potlatch
and the pow-wow from
the lives of Indigenous
brothers and sisters we
left them vulnerable to
spiritual abuse and bereft
of resources for coping.
Importantly, the
elders, led by National
Indigenous Bishop Mark
MacDonald, responded by
committing themselves to
prayer and reflection on
Edmonton diocese youth delegate Ben Goetze participates
the confession, and a more in the primatial election.
Photo: Margaret Glidden
formal response later in
Canon was preceded by an afternoon
synod. I remember being especially
of discussion. We were asked to
hushed in my spirit as this holy
consider “A Word to the Church,”
moment unfolded, and impressed by
a summary of where the Church is
the love of Christ in the Primate’s
regarding the same-sex marriage
words.
debate. The report noted several
There was great rejoicing when
trends. We are weary of talking
we voted strongly in favour of
about same-sex marriage. We are
amendments to Canons III and XXII
doubtful that more talking is going
concerning the Primate’s role in the
to bring resolution. Further, our
Sacred Circle and the status of the
disagreements are, for the most
National Indigenous Bishop relative
part, held with integrity. People who
to the Provinces, which effectively
claim same-sex marriage can display
made the National Indigenous
the mystery of Christ and the Church
Bishop the Archbishop of an
do not do so because they reject the
Indigenous, Anglican Church within
authority of scripture.
the Anglican Church of Canada.
Continued on page 17.
The vote to amend the Marriage
the end we did not all agree but,
hopefully, have found a way forward
that can all live with.
There were many times of
celebration and some of the
highlights for me are:
•

•
•

•

The approval of the new
Indigenous Anglican Church; a
self-governing province of the
Anglican Church of Canada.
I was amazed that there are
already 13 Indigenous Bishops
in our church, and their focus
will be on discipleship, pastoral
leadership, living in the faithful
abundance of our God, and
youth spiritual development.
When Indigenous members of
General Synod were invited
to come forward, it seemed
nearly a quarter of those present
responded.
The apology for spiritual harm
offered by Archbishop Fred to
the Indigenous people.
The election of our new Primate,
Archbishop Linda Nicholls, who
is the first woman to hold this
position.
The presentation of Archbishop
Dawani of the Anglican Diocese

•

of Jerusalem, and learning that
they have 30 active parishes
and support an equal number
of health and educational
institutions. Their church is very
active in social justice issues
– being “Christ in the world”
where they are.
Recognition of the need for
mutual support of “A Common
Word,” between Christians and
people of Muslim faith.

I know that the focus of our
Anglican Church worldwide is on
intentional discipleship; living a
“Jesus Shaped Life.” I know that our
church should be a community of
faith, of servant leaders who focus
on being living witnesses of God’s
love. Although I recognize that the
structure of the church needs reinventing, it was encouraging to
meet many wonderful people from
across this country who share my
faith.
Our church is shifting from a
cultural organization to a culture of
discipleship, and this is a very good
thing. We are learning how to live in
reconciliation and to live out Jesus’
love.
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‘Windows to Islam’ an opportunity to build relationship
The Rev. REBECCA HARRIS
Interim Deacon-in-Charge
Holy Trinity, Riverbend

Church of Canada. It
encourages a program
of ecumenical ChristianMuslim engagement
y husband Ian and I
across Canada. The near
recently attended the
unanimous support for
“Windows to Islam”
“Seeking a Common
course advertised in the Synod Scene.
Word” is an example of
It was held over two Saturdays at the
Muslims and Christians
newly constructed Masjid in the Park
coming together in
Mosque in Sherwood Park. Two of
search of peace and
the discussion topics which caught
understanding based upon
our attention were: how to increase
our shared foundational
our knowledge of the Islamic faith,
Pictured above left: Scott Sharman at General Synod brings resolution aimed at building relationships between
and how to better engage with
Christians and Muslims. Above right: St. Thomas parishioners visit Masjid in the Park Mosque in Sherwood Park. scriptural principles of
love of God and love of
Muslims.
minute – a difficult challenge.
beyond his expertise as he did not
our neighbour.
When arriving for our first
Christianity and the Islamic
want to mislead us. At the end of our
Many
of
our questions were
session we were greeted by the
faith are the two largest religions
first session, we were given a short
answered during the “Windows to
Imam’s daughter, who gave us a tour
in the world, and having a better
homework assignment to help us
Islam” course. However, we also
of the mosque and told us they have
learn more about the Islamic faith.
understanding and appreciation
came away with some new ones. We
been warmly received by the multiof one another’s faith can lead to
My husband and I were the only
definitely needed a third Saturday!
faith community of Sherwood Park
meaningful and positive interactions.
Christians participating in the course,
Our instructor very kindly gave us a
The course was led by Ibrahim
Interestingly, Bishop Jane
with the balance of attendees being
copy of the Qur’an to keep and read
J. Long, a clinical chaplain and
Alexander and Archdeacon Alan
Sunni Muslims seeking a deeper
on our own, which we are grateful
religious educator at the Edmonton
Perry of the Edmonton diocese put
understanding of their faith. This led
for. I hope to continue learning about
Islamic Academy. An excellent
forward a motion at General Synod
to interesting discussions between
our neighbour’s faith. Our church
teacher, he walked us through
us. We actively shared aspects of
in Vancouver in support of “Seeking
encourages interfaith engagement
many aspects of the Islamic faith:
a Common Word.” The resolution
our individual beliefs and practices,
and we find ourselves seeking
the history and beliefs. He offered
was introduced by the Rev. Dr. Scott
and how they fit with contemporary
more opportunities to form deeper
candid responses to questions and
Sharman, ecumenical and interfaith
issues and daily life. I was asked
relationships.
I appreciated that he did not try
relations animator for the Anglican
to explain the Trinity in less than a
to answer a question he felt was

M

Cursillo Weekend 2019: your opportunity to grow in faith
DAVID HOLEHOUSE
Edmonton Cursillo Lay Leader

T

he leadership team is in place
and the Holy Spirit is at work
as preparations are made
for this year’s Anglican Cursillo
Weekend in St. Albert, October 1820.
Cursillo (a term for “short
course”) is a method of renewal

for the Church and its people. The
course is intended to lead Christians
into a deeper relationship with God;
to better understand their individual
callings to be leaders in and for
Christ. It emphasises relationship
through refreshing or renewing our
closeness with God and Jesus Christ,
each other and within our day-to-day
communities.
All this comes through two days

and nights apart from regular daily
life; a dedicated time of fellowship,
learning, prayer, reflection, healing,
holy humour, music, food and often
seminal “Aha!” moments. You will
come away a member of a Cursillo
community that has been meeting
and praying together in our diocese
for close to 30 years. The Weekend
experience is really just the start
of a life-giving relationship that

ACW Installs New Executive Board

Fifty-eight women gathered for the diocesan ACW Annual Meeting at St. Matthias Anglican Church in Edmonton on
Saturday, May 4, 2019. They were inspired by Sonya Jolieoeur, founder of The Blessings Project YEG, who told of monthly
outings to feed and clothe the underprivileged. PWRDF representative Dorothy Marshall brought an update on development
projects. And Elaine Johnston MacMillan spoke on Christian education in terms of “What to pack in your Christian toolbox for
your journey in faith.”
Several women were inducted as new Life Members, and with happiness they welcomed two members from the St. MarkJieng Parish in Edmonton for the first time.
The meeting closed with the installation of newly elected executive for 2019-20. Pictured from left: Gen Ashwell,
Virginia Toane, Tracy Fodchuk, Willa Gorman, Elaine Johnston MacMillan, Miriam Roberts, Sandra Arbeau, Judy Korop,
Elaine Dickie, Florence Boden, Melissa Lee.						
Submitted by Willa Gorman

complements and enlivens your role
in your parish and the world.
If you have an interest in
joining this joyful pilgrimage, you
can learn more online at www.
edmontoncursilo.ca. The Weekend
is in mid-October, so September is
a good time to secure your place
at the retreat centre. Your way has
been covered by the donations of
previous Cursillistas, and you will be
given the opportunity to make your
own donation of $250 to support
the future work of Cursillo in our
diocese.
A sponsor will walk with you
through the registration process - if
you know a previous participant,
they will very likely be happy to
serve as your sponsor. Otherwise,
email me at dwholehouse@gmail.
com and we will find a sponsor for
you. Registrations are being received
and space is always somewhat
limited, so best not to delay.
Our co-ed Cursillo Weekend is
open to every baptised Christian.
This year’s participants will include
clergy and lay people, Christians
of every age and circumstance and
anyone who wishes to reaffirm and
reignite their faith within a loving
community.
We hope to hear from you soon!
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Indiginews

Exercise a living history lesson
SHELLY KING
St. Luke’s, Edmonton

S

ago, Michelle began work with the
Edmonton Native Healing Centre,
where she is now Assistant Director.
More recently she has also taken on
the role of Cultural Oskapew (helper
in Cree) at the Inner City Pastoral
Ministry, which is a partner of the
Anglican Diocese of Edmonton.
As a church family, St. Luke’s
is developing a greater interest in
Indigenous-settler relations partly
because of a growing relationship
with the ministry of On Eagle’s
Wings (OEW). OEW, as described
on its website, is “an ecumenical,
Christian ministry, proclaiming Jesus
Christ and serving the church and
individuals in remote and isolated
areas of northern Canada.” In the
summer of 2018, at the invitation of
a local parish, a team of four from St.
Luke’s put on a vacation bible school
in the predominantly Indigenous
community of Fort Liard, NWT.
St. Luke’s has since been praying
regularly for the children and others
we met there. This past summer, a
second team travelled north, this
time to Fort Simpson. They have had
the opportunity to support the church
in these places, and to establish
respectful relationships with
Indigenous community members
who are working hard to build a
good future for their people.
A bundle of sage, a traditional
Indigenous sacred medicine, now
rests on the altar at St. Luke’s; a gift
from Michelle and a lasting reminder
of our ongoing journey.

t. Luke’s Anglican Church in
Edmonton hosted a Kairos
Blanket Exercise in May.
A small but appreciative group
followed Michelle Nieviadomy
as she led us through the story of
Indigenous and settler interactions
in Canada from the time the first
European ships arrived on the east
coast, right up until today.
The story, which we acted out
together, highlights events and
perspectives that have not been
part of mainstream understanding
among the descendants of European
settlers, including attitudes and acts
of government such as the restriction
of human rights, the criminalization
of cultural practices, and the forcible
transfer of Indigenous children
from their families into federal and
church-run residential schools. This
truthful recounting of our collective
history often provokes strong
emotion from those who participate.
The blanket exercise is an effort
to make sense of the situation in
which we now find ourselves; where
relations between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people are fractured
and where Indigenous people –
relative to their overall numbers
in Canada’s population – make up
a shockingly high percentage of
those who live in poverty, suffer
addictions, populate prisons, and are
victims of violent crime.
Michelle, a member of the
Kawacatoose Cree First
Nation in Saskatchewan,
weaves in elements of her
own story, making the
blanket exercise personal
and even more powerful.
She graduated from The
King’s University in
Edmonton and was on her
way to a teaching career,
when it became evident
God had another calling Pictured above: a bundle of sage rests on the altar at St.
for her. Nineteen years
Luke’s; below: Michelle Nieviadomy leads the Kairos Blanket
Exercise in St. Luke’s Whittingback Hall.
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Round Dance an Opportunity
for Education and Connection
St. Augustine of Canterbury celebrated Pentecost by hosting a Round Dance
on June 8. Rector, the Rev. Jonathan Crane, emceed the event, inviting
Elder Elsie Paul to provide explanation and teaching. Drumming group
“Chubby Cree,” led by Carol Powder, provided the music. The Edmonton
diocese’s Indigenous Ministries team helped facilitate this opportunity for
education, dialogue and dancing. To find out how your parish can offer
an act of reconciliation, please contact the Rev. Nick Trussell, Urban
Reconciliation Facilitator: n.trussell@edmonton.anglican.ca

Annual Heart Garden Honours
Residential School Children
FIONA BROWNLEE
Immanuel Anglican Church,
Wetaskiwin

A

s a group of adults and
children gathered at
Immanuel, Wetaskiwin
Anglican Church on Saturday,
June 15 to plant their Heart Garden
they were invited to consider the
question: who do we remember as
we come together to learn?
Gloria Rogers, a member of
the parish’s reconciliation team,
shared how her own mother had
been taken to Residential School
where she was made to cut her hair
and told she could not speak in her
own language. She returned home
from that school broken inside. This
is one example of the devastating
effect the Residential School
system has had on multiple
generations of First Nations
communities, and one
reason why we remember.
We planted our garden
with flowers in the colours
of the medicine wheel:
blue/purple, yellow, white
and red. In the center of
the garden we planted
sage, mint and lavender
- some of the medicines
we have learned about.
We all enjoyed getting our
hands dirty as the plants
went in, and then trying
to stay dry as the children

took turns watering the plants. As
we stood back and took a look we
remembered those who went to
Residential Schools and in particular
those who did not return.
Each year the Reconciliation
Team at Immanuel has provided
crafts to go along with the gardenplanting. Gloria showed everyone
how to make a dreamcatcher using
paper plates: she taught us that the
bead in the middle is to catch the
bad dreams; the good dreams from
Creator come through the web.
This was the 5th annual Heart
Garden event held at Immanuel. We
will continue to gather, to plant and
to remember the Anglican Church’s
part in the Residential School
system; to say we are sorry and to
work towards reconciliation.
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Lay leaders recognised for gifts of faithful service
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

A

multi-parish congregation
gathered at All Saints’
Cathedral Sunday evening,
June 2, 2019, for a Choral Evensong
service celebrating the gifts of lay
readers in the Edmonton diocese.
In her reflection, Alison Hurlburt,
a lay reader and lay evangelist from
Christ Church, Edmonton, said she
experienced a strong presence of
God while sitting alone in the choir
stall of a darkened church during a
tumultuous period in her life.
“As I stared into the empty
space, suddenly I could feel a river
of emotion flowing past me, up
the aisle, up the stairs to the altar,
in an endless cycle. I was flooded
with a deep awareness of all of the
people who had walked that same
path, week after week, decade
after decade, in their desire to meet
God, to taste the bread and the
wine, to draw nearer to something
holy… My angry wall crumbled, and
my frustration fell away. I knew that
I was already where I needed to be,
where God wanted me to be: one of
many caretakers of a holy place,” she
said.
Hurlburt spoke of a common call
uniting all lay readers: “a love of
Sunday mornings, of prayers and of
worship; a call to sit with people in

Lay reader and lay evangelist Alison Hurlburt preaches at a
spring evensong service in recognition of lay readers, who were
commissioned by Bishop Jane to serve in their local parish.

their pain; a
commitment
to being
continually
worked
on and
transformed
by God…
and the
particular and special pleasure of
sitting alone in an empty church.
Whether we arrive early to set up, or
a lingering conversation makes us
the last to leave, or whether we snag
a few quiet moments while cutting
through on the way to the closet
where the snow shovels are kept…
we’ve likely all known that echoing
quiet, the way stained glass looks
when the lights are off, the smell of

extinguished candles,” she said.
A professional educator, wife,
and mother to a pre-schooler,
Hurlburt fills her rare spare moments
with weaving. She said much of
what lay readers do is “a natural
extension of the lives we already live
in God,” extending far beyond the
walls of the church. “Shout out to
all the knitters, crocheters, spinners
and sewists in the room! We take
humble materials and transform
them into expressions of love and
comfort for our neighbours. Many of
us are musicians--using our bodies
as a vessel for expressions of God’s
love. Many of us are hosts and
cooks--gathering strangers around
a table and transforming them into
friends. Many of us are parents,

caregivers, and healers--sacrificing
our bodies and our labour in the
loving service of others. Many of us
are teachers--holding up examples
of the good and inspiring those who
see them to ‘go and do likewise.’
(*I didn’t manage to come up with a
romantic description of how vestry
meetings and narrative budgets also
carry echoes of the eucharist, but
I’m sure with so many theologians
in the room, we can get there.*)
Everywhere we go, God has already
gone before us. Every person who
we meet is known so completely by
God that every hair on their head
is numbered. Every step we take is
already on holy ground.”
“We all know that the river of
love I felt flowing towards the altar
one quiet Sunday runs in more than
one direction. We are drawn together
and drawn to God in order to be
healed, restored, and filled with the
spirit. That same spirit sends us back
out into the world to share what we
have been given,” said Hurlburt.
Bishop Jane Alexander and
the Rev. Nick Trussell, warden
of lay readers, called forth for
commissioning the lay readers of the
Edmonton diocese. Standing before
their parish rectors, friends, families
and church communities, they were
acknowledged for their faithful
commitment to using their gifts for
ministries of the common good.

The Rev. Billy Isenor inducted at St. Augustine Parkland
SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

I

t rained all day but the skies
cleared on the evening of
Friday, June 7, 2019, just in
time for a special service at St.
Augustine’s Parkland Anglican
Church. Parishioners, fellow
clergy, friends and family gathered
at the Spruce Grove parish, where
Bishop Jane Alexander formally
inducted the Rev. Billy Isenor into
his post as rector.
The readings were from Acts
25, Psalm 103, and John 21:15-19.
Preaching from the gospel
passage, Bishop Jane informally
titles this post-resurrection
account, “Breakfast on the Beach
with Jesus.” In the story, Jesus sits
on the beach with Peter and asks
him three times: ‘Do you love me?’
He then calls on Peter to feed His
sheep and tend His lambs. The
Bishop made the connection to the
Church today:
“Just like Peter, who found in
the friendship and teachings of

to remind you how many gifts
Jesus a message of transformation
you have been given in order to
and hope and love; a way to live,
share that love right here in your
each one of us who follows Christ
community.”
finds this same message and asks
God to come to life in us; or put
The Bishop called on the
congregation of St. Augustine’s
more properly, to bring us to the
Parkland to work alongside Rev.
fullness of our life; to change us
Billy in connecting with their
so that we, too, might bring this
friends and neighbours in Spruce
message of good news into the
Grove. “Faith (like hockey!)” she
world.” she said.
said, “is a team sport. We are much
“I know that my prayer as a
better at it when we pull together.”
parish priest, and now as a bishop
in the church, is that
people will learn that God
is a very real part of their
lives, and know how very
much God loves them.
That kind of knowledge
leads us to do outrageous
things – to believe that
God is transforming the
world; that God is living
and active. That’s pretty
outrageous, outrageous
and quite wonderful. This
is Rev. Billy’s job amongst
you: to remind you how
Dana and Billy Isenor and daughters Florence and Alison
much you are loved and
celebrate the induction with Bishop Jane.

Following the sermon and the
reading of the license, parishioners
brought forward seven symbols:
a bible, water, oils, the canons of
the diocese, the keys of the church,
prayer books, and bread and wine.
For Rev. Billy, the symbolism
cannot be overstated.
“At St Augustine’s we are
immersed in many forms of
discipleship and ministry cultivated
by our church wanting to share
the love of God. I am blessed
now to move forward in
growing with this wonderful
community of believers.”
A rousing round of
applause followed the Bishop’s
introduction of Rev. Billy as
“the leader of your ministry”
and the good will carried on as
those in attendance had chance
for a time of fellowship after
the service before leaving into
the fresh spring evening, ready
to embark on the work and joy
of shared mission and ministry
to come.
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All Saints’ Friendship Guild celebrates 60th anniversary
PAMELA ALLAN
and PEGGY ANNE FIELD
All Saints’ Cathedral, Edmonton

T

his year the Friendship
Guild of All Saints’
Cathedral celebrates its 60th
Anniversary. This unique church
group was intended as a place
young women (at that time many
of whom did not work or drive a
car) could meet and make friends.
The first meeting of the group was
convened on January 20, 1959 by
then Dean, the Very Rev. Gerald
Burch. Members chose the name
“Friendship Guild,” as we offer
friendship, have fun and support one
another. From the start, we were also
busy with coffee hours after church,
nursery duty and “Little Helpers.”
The Theatrical Era
In the 1960s there was no
professional theatre in Edmonton
the Guild broadened its community
outreach by launching many
successful theatrical ventures. In
1964, Guild members sponsored a
production of T.S.Elliot’s, Murder
in the Cathedral, recruiting Jack
McCreath and Walter Kaasa,
from the Government of Alberta’s
Performing Arts Division, to produce
and act in the play. This signaled
the start of a season of productions
which included Man for All Seasons
(1966), The Hollow Crown (1967)
and Hadrian Vll. In 1967, Patricia
Holmgren obtained funds from the
City of Edmonton Centennial Fund
to produce the medieval Mystery
Plays in the Cathedral. It was the first

time in Canada for the
series and it received
media attention
from across Canada.
Guild members made
costumes, casseroles
for rehearsals and
provided publicity and
behind-the-scenes and
front-of-house duties
for all performances.
As professional
theatre continued to
develop in Edmonton,
members of the Guild
moved on to other
things having left their
mark on Edmonton’s
live theatre history.

Pictured above: annual jams and jellies sale, one of the guild’s
most popular and successful fundraisers. Below: Lillian Usher and
Pamela Allan cut the 60th anniversary cake, June 9, 2019.

City-wide Events
In 1975, the Cathedral
Centennial year, the Guild organised
a Twelfth Night Festival in the
Masonic Temple. It was funded in
part by a grant from the Province
of Alberta. The costumed event,
open to the public, was a sell-out.
The Northern Light Theatre group
provided medieval entertainment.
The Mistress of Ceremonies was
Wenda Kurany.
Before the days when craft
sales were common, the Cathedral
congregation organised an Olde
English Fayre, complete with pearly
King and Queen, a pick-a-pocket
lady crafts and English food, for
example pork pies, tripe and onions
and real cream teas. Guild members
who by this time were quite
accustomed to handling publicity,

appeared in costume on TV to talk
about the Fayre, and the Edmonton
Journal wrote about the event. Two
years later members spearheaded a
second successful Fayre.
Beyond the Walls,
Caring and Sharing
Over the years members have
been involved in outreach, locally,
nationally and internationally. In

the last 20 years alone, more than
$50,000 has been donated to local
and church groups. We have sent
layettes to Inuit mothers, quilts to
Africa, made book bags for On
Eagle’s Wings, and completing other
crafting projects too numerous to
list. Four times a year for 22 years
we prepared lunches for Operation
Friendship; for more than 40 years
we financially supported children
in Hong Kong, Jamaica and Africa
through CANSAVE; and helped a
young woman in Haiti obtain job
training. We raised the majority
of our funds by holding an annual
jam, jelly, pickles and preserve sale,
and by catering Cathedral events,
funerals and the parish Annual
General Meeting.
Cathedral Friendship Guild Today
Although age has curtailed our
activities, we still meet once a month
in members’ homes; often inviting a
guest presenter to join us. We make
palm crosses for Palm Sunday;
sandwiches for the annual meeting;
help cater funerals; and send
Christmas cards to those who are
shut in. We still meet in friendship
and reach out to those in need of
care.
Friendship is like a pebble
dropped into the pond, it ripples and
ripples out and reaches those who
we may never meet and we hope
that what we have done in love may
bring them moments of joy. If the
Friendship Guild has done this, we
have achieved our purpose.

Vicar of Baghdad visits refugee friends in Onoway
The Rev. CHERYL BOULET
St. John the Divine, Onoway

and the Onoway Baptist Church,
along with many others in the
community, churched and nont. John the Divine and
churched, joined together to
the Refugee/Newcomer
bring this family to Canada. If
Committee of Onoway hosted
it had not been for one person
the former “Vicar of Baghdad,” the
asking the question ‘how can we
Rev. Dr. Canon Andrew White, for
help as a community?’ we might
a meet and greet in the spring. The
not have had the opportunity of
visit on May 8 was in addition to
welcoming our lovely family or
Canon White’s presentation at St.
Canon White. Never let anyone
Paul’s Anglican Church the previous
evening. There he spoke of his work The Laali/Kanno family pictured from left, back row: tell you one person cannot make
Yasir, Sarah, Sami (Sarah’s dad); front row: Matti,
a difference!
in the Middle East regarding the
Mallak, Canon Andrew White and Cheryl Boulet.
The Laali/Kanno family is
persecuted Church and his continued
with Yasir, Sarah, Mallak, Matti
fast
approaching its one-year
efforts at reconciliation between
and Grandpa Sami, whom he
anniversary in Canada, and members
people of different faiths in the area.
recommended to come to Canada. As
are living proof of how our Lord
The meet and greet at St. John’s
Canon White puts it, “I only send the
answers prayer. The family had been
Onoway had a two-fold purpose.
best!” Yasir had been Canon White’s
waiting in Jordan for four years
Firstly, it was an opportunity for
driver while he was in Jordan.
after fleeing from Baghdad due to
Canon White to meet and thank
As they say, it takes a
the increased danger for Christians.
the community who welcomed
community, and the community
Canon White was contacted and
and supported his “family,” the
responded to the call. St. Rose of
asked if he had a family he could
Laali/Kanno family from Iraq. It
Lima Roman Catholic Church, St.
recommend and without hesitation
also enabled him to spend time
John the Divine Anglican Church

S

he recommended the Laali/Kanno
family. It is because of Canon
White’s faith and trust in our Lord,
his work in Iraq and Jordan, and the
family’s faith and trust in God that it
was able to come to Canada.
Canon White was moved by the
love of Christ he witnessed reflected
by Onoway and the surrounding
community in welcoming the Laali/
Kanno family. The family was
provided with a fully outfitted home,
rent-free for the first year; with the
contents being gifted to them when
they leave. The family was also
gifted two vehicles. Many members
of the community have driven the
family to and from appointments,
shopping, ESL lessons and much
more. Two members of St. John’s,
Susan and David Daniel, provided
extra English lessons to help the
family learn the language.
Continued on page 20.
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Next generation PWRDF to pick up social justice torch

DOROTHY MARSHALL
PWRDF Representative
Diocese of Edmonton

T

he Primate’s
World Relief and
Development Fund
(PWRDF) is celebrating 60
years of work on behalf of
Anglicans across Canada.
We have been walking
alongside vulnerable people
around the world in need
of our support to improve
their lives. We have been
working with partners to
offer grassroots solutions
that fit the needs of their
communities. We create
sustainable solutions
by providing financial
and human resources;
empowering people to
improve their lives and
improve their communities.
We have been busy!
An important part of the
work of PWRDF is sharing
the stories of our projects
and the needs for disaster
relief as they arise. We do
this through a network of

volunteers. We also have a
group of volunteer young
people who focus on this
important work with the
younger generation of
Anglicans – known as
the justgeneration Youth
Movement.
My daughter, Leah, is a
member of this group, and
she is going to give you an
idea of what they are about:
As the PWRDF youth
representative for the
Ecclesiastical Province
of Rupert’s Land , I am
essentially tasked with
educating Anglican youth
on issues of social justice;
specifically the partners and
the work of PWRDF on
issues of development and
aid. As part of PWRDF’s
organization, this group of
a dozen Anglican young
adults from across Canada
operates as a council. The
youth council gathers semiannually in locations across
the country with PWRDF
partners to advocate for
Social Justice.
Last spring, I flew to
Kamloops where I met with
my fellow representatives
from the other ecclesiastical

PWRDF Youth Council; Leah Marshall is pictured back row, second from right.

regions of Canada. We
met with the Rt. Rev.
Barbara Andrews, Bishop
Suffragan of the Territory
of the People. In addition
to our meeting, we had an
opportunity to speak at
several churches throughout
the region and listen to
survivors of an Anglican
Residential School. We
learned about the ways in
which the Anglicans of
interior B.C. are working
toward reconciliation.
Throughout my time
volunteering on the Youth
Council I have had the
incredible opportunity to
speak at dozens of churches
across Canada about
the work that Anglicans
are doing both here and
internationally. This includes
several churches and youth
groups in Edmonton diocese.
I have also been inspired

by meeting some of our
partners from Rwanda,
Burundi, Southern Tanzania,
Santa Maria, Guatemala,
The Territory of the People
and Pikangikum.
‘What is social justice?’
you might wonder. Good
question. Social Justice
refers to identifying and
acting against injustices
in society. To name a few,
social justice issues include:
the right to clean accessible
water, food security, shelter
and safety, the refugee
crisis, sustaining cultural
languages, maternal and
newborn health, public
education about sexually
transmitted diseases,
gendered labour inequality
and microfinancing for
women. I could go on
and on. Now you might
be thinking, ‘there’s no
way we Anglicans are

currently working on all of
these things’. You would
be surprised. We are able
to tackle so many issues
through compassionate
volunteers and, in each
of these matters, utilizing
the sustainable energy
and wisdom of the real
professionals: the locals who
live with these injustices.
PWRDF recognizes
the power of youth and
the necessity of educating
and empowering the next
generation about issues
of social justice, as well
as what we as every day,
ordinary Anglicans can do
about them. That is where I
come in. As a member of the
PWRDF Youth Council, I
aim to equip youth with the
tools to promote dialogue,
advocate, and act on
issues of justice, peace and
equality.
If you have questions
or would like to learn more
about Anglican Social
Justice and the PWRDF
Youth Council, I am
reachable via pwrdf@
edmonton.anglican.org.
I am also happy to come
speak at your church or
youth group, or to provide
you with some of our youth
resources. If you would like
to be a volunteer in your
parish with PWRDF, please
contact Dorothy at the same
email address.

Edmonton’s Food Bank staple partner in PrayerWorks
Community Meals program
JENNIFER STEWART
St. Faith’s, Edmonton

L

ast September, I
volunteered to go
with PrayerWorks
Coordinator the Rev.
Madeleine Urion on the
“food bank run,” a weekly
trip to Edmonton’s Food
Bank. There, we sourced as
much food as possible for
the 250 to 300 community
meals served each week by
the St. Faith’s PrayerWorks
Community Meals ministry
for Thursday lunches,
Friday dinners, and Saturday
breakfasts.
Food donated to
Edmonton’s Food Bank

is the foundation for all
PrayerWorks’ meals. Our
partner groups use these
weekly provisions to plan,
prepare, and serve delicious
and nutritious meals.
Groups supplement food
bank provisions with their
own donations of meat or
vegetables. Cash donations
to PrayerWorks are also
used to support purchases
of items including milk,
margarine and fresh produce.
On my first few visit to
the Food Bank, I felt I was
in a super-size grocery aisle
trying to estimate the amount
of potatoes or lettuce for 80
or 150 people, depending

on the meal. Over time,
entering “agency row” in
the Food Bank came to
feel more like stepping
into the flow of a river, a
feeling of being a small
part of something much
bigger and deeper than I
knew.
Each week, we loaded
our cart with staples
including soup, baked
beans, eggs, bread, buns,
Yawney, food hub coordinator for Edmonton’s Food Bank, loads a cart for
lettuce, potatoes, yogurt Judy
PrayerWorks Common weekly community meals.
and creamers for coffee.
knew would be a hit, such as
Second Helping program
Depending on supply, we
because St. Faith’s is
frozen pastries or ice cream
might find frozen meat,
for dessert. We also chose
fortunate to have the freezer
canned fish, coffee, tea and
a variety of trays of frozen
capacity for safe storage.
cereal. Some days we found
cooked breakfast sausages,
delightful surprises that we
Continued next page.
rice, and potatoes from the
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I have Called you by Name: GS delegates reflect cont.
Continued from page 11.
Reflections of Athabasca
delegate Vicki Townson.
For the most part, I do
not see the vote bringing
significant change to
parishes and dioceses: the
“local option” remains. The
result would be similar had
the vote gone the other way.
Governance matters
were addressed during the
synod, with the passing
of a resolution directing
the Council of General
Continued from page 11.
Reflections of Edmonton
delegate Stephen Martin.
People who claim
the opposite do not do so
because they reject the
gifts of LGBTQ2S+ people
in and to the church. This
was a tremendous step that
should have allowed us to
move past accusations of
liberalism on the one hand
and homophobia on the
other.
Perhaps the most
important issue identified
in “A Word to the Church”
is how we will walk
together as Anglicans after
the second reading of the
proposed amendment to
the Marriage Canon. How
will we be together in
communion?
Also important was the
passage of an amendment
to the original motion, an
amendment in the spirit of

Synod (CoGS) to review
the composition of General
Synod. Some believe
that the current make-up
(numbers of lay, clergy and
bishops from dioceses of
differing sizes) is giving
advantage to certain
points of view. I believe
any organization has an
obligation to periodically
review its governance, and
am looking forward to the
changes (if any) CoGS will
propose at the next General
Synod.
Matters of finance were

also discussed during the
synod. Socio-economic
factors have impacted
the Church, just as they
have impacted society. In
many communities this
has resulted in a loss of
people, loss of clergy, and
loss of financial resources
for ministry. Parishes are
less able to contribute to the
work of dioceses, which are
then less able to contribute
to the work of the national
Church, which is then
less able to contribute to
the Council of the North,

ecumenical relationships
and other good works
initiated by and funded by
the Church as a whole.
Overall, General Synod
has been spiritually uplifting
and I am confident in the
future of our Church. I
am looking forward to
the continuing evolution
of pastoral and worship
leadership in our parishes.
I call all of us to
constant prayer over the
upcoming election of a new
bishop for the Diocese of
Athabasca. I call all of us to

be faithful in following the
call to be disciples of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Let us
speak with and act toward
each other with honesty,
gentleness and generosity as
together we live out Jesus’
instruction: “Love the Lord
your God with all your
heart, all your soul and all
your mind.” This is the first
and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbour as
yourself.’”

“A Word to the Church”
that would set down the
different understandings of
marriage within the church
as being equally Anglican
and equally valid.
When it was time to
debate the proposed changes
to the marriage canon,
many LGBTQ2S+ members
testified about their
commitment to Christ, their
love of the church, and their
conviction that both these
things were in harmony
with their sexuality. Their
testimony was powerful
even though they were
clearly apprehensive about
what might happen. One
person spoke eloquently
about being on a suicide
watch for their friends after
witnessing the debate at first
reading in 2016.
Others clearly had not
heard the call in “A Word to
the Church.” Some spoke of
their love for LGBTQ2S+
people while rejecting the

validity of their sexuality
altogether, or the possibility
of that sexuality being
expressed in Christian
marriage. There were those
who said their opposition
was mandated by scripture,
much as they wished it were
otherwise. It was impossible
to hold the authority of
scripture and be affirming at
the same time.
When the vote finally
came, and the House of
Bishops registered at 62
per cent, there was silence,
then the sound of weeping
from the youth, several of
whom had testified. There
was also weeping at our
table. An Indigenous elder
sitting next to me had called
for understanding having
spoken of a gay couple
in her parish who had
committed suicide. She was
visibly shaken.
The message of the
church was confusing and
damaging. Earlier in the

day we had made room for
the distinctive expression
of faith by indigenous
people. Now another kind of
expression was being closed
off. Some who voted against
the amendment mistakenly
thought their decision could
be taken not as a rejection of
persons, only their actions.
I have to credit the
bishops who worked
extremely hard in
the following days to
hammer out a statement
acknowledging the will
of the clergy and laity
of General Synod. The
vote took place on Friday
evening and by Monday the
bishops stood on the synod
floor to read their message.
It was welcomed, though
the pain of Friday could not
be easily forgotten. Nor was
it clear there was complete
unanimity among bishops as
two refused to stand when
the statement was being
read.

This part of General
Synod feels very messy
and raw right now. It is one
thing to sing of our oneness
in Christ and quite another
to walk together in our
differences. But I do have
confidence that we can find
each other again. Two of the
best conversations I had at
synod were with people on
the other side of this issue
from me, people whose
integrity I deeply respect
and trust.
All in all, I would
say this General Synod
tested the bounds of
inclusion, and confronted
us with the challenge of
being disciples of Jesus
Christ in an increasingly
polarized world, where
civility is in short supply.
That challenge remains,
because as Archbishop
Mark MacDonald said in
his opening: “If God doesn’t
show up, we’re toast.”

Edmonton’s Food Bank a PrayerWorks partner continued
Cont. from previous page.
At the end of each visit,
we pulled our heavy cart on
to the scale to be weighed.
More focused on the food
than its weight, I was
amazed when Judy Yawney,
food hub coordinator,
recently reported that
PrayerWorks received 5,899
kilograms of food in 2018
and, from January to May
of 2019, we received 3,109
kilograms of food. This
included the 12 turkeys and
12 hams for Thanksgiving
and Christmas dinners and
the hundreds of hot dogs

and hamburgers for our
year-end BBQ, which we
special-order each year from
Edmonton’s Food Bank.
These numbers are
a fraction of the much
bigger flow of food that
the Edmonton’s Food
Bank coordinates and
redistributes. Upstream,
thousands of donors and
partners contributed more
than 4 million kilograms of
food in 2018, worth more
than $22 million. Each
week, representatives from
more than 250 agencies,
churches (including several
in the Edmonton diocese),

schools, and food depots,
big and small, gather food,
drinks, toiletries and hygiene
supplies for community
meals, school snack and
lunch programs and hampers
for hungry families.
Over time, stepping
into this river started to feel
sacred, bringing together
food producers, distributors,
grocery stores, cash donors,
shoppers and fundraisers,
farmers and gardeners, the
Second Helping partners
in the Food Recovery
program, truck drivers, Food
Bank staff and volunteers,
all those who distribute

hampers, prepare, and serve
meals, and community
members who bless us with
their presence at our tables.
We will never all meet
but we are all nourished by
this food and a common
belief that everyone should
have food to prepare a
meal or share a meal in
the community. As Urion
describes it, “We are
brought together in one
community around Christ,
to nurture relationship and
the expectation of God’s
provision and abundance.”
The mission of
Edmonton’s Food Bank,

includes preventing hunger
and addressing food
insecurity. The Beyond Food
program supports people
experiencing food insecurity
and poverty to find resources
and connect to supports
for housing, employment,
health, and community.
View or download
the 2018 Edmonton’s
Food Bank Annual
Report, a great source of
information and inspirational
stories, at https://www.
edmontonsfoodbank.com/
documents/66/Annual_
Report_2018_Small_File_
Size.pdf

18 THE MESSENGER

GS2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

Equally Anglican member thankful for support throughout diocese
MATTHEW MERCER DEADMAN
Equally Anglican
Holy Trinity, Old Strathcona

A

“

My heart, thoughts and prayers go out to LGBTQ2S
Anglicans in dioceses that are not endorsing the
local option.”

s a cradle Anglican who
identifies as
vocal.
a member
In some ways I was
of the LGBTQ2S+
reassured when General
community, and as
Synod passed “A
someone who felt
Word to the Church,”
called back to the
affirming Indigenous
Church with Bishop
self-determination, the
Jane’s speech at
diverse understandings
General Synod 2016,
of the existing Marriage
watching the vote on
Canon XXI, the diverse
amending the marriage
understandings and
canon this past General
teachings concerning
Synod was a surefire
marriage in the
Matthew Mercer-Deadman (left)
thing for me.
and Kayle Clark are engaged to Anglican Church of
Going in to
be married next summer.
Canada, and the
General Synod 2019,
commitments to
I was feeling hopeful and realistic.
presume good faith and walk
Trends showed that lay and clergy
together preserving communion.
members of our diocese, province,
The debate on the amendment
and national body were affirming of
was full of emotion, passion and
LGBTQ2S+ Anglicans in all aspects,
faithful witness. I am especially
sacramental and non-sacramental,
grateful for the presence of our
of the life of the church. I was also
diocesan delegation and for their
mindful of very strong beliefs on the
participation in the process.
non-amending side of the debate;
Personally, I was disappointed
particularly in other dioceses, and
by the vote, but not surprised. It was
definitely by some members of the
truly heart-wrenching to hear the
episcopate who were increasingly
audible reaction across the webcast

from the floor of synod.
In the time that has passed from
the closing of General Synod, it
has been great to see a number of
dioceses and bishops embracing
the so-called “local option,” and
endorsing the full participation
of LGBTQ2S+ Anglicans by
continuing with, or starting to
celebrate all marriages, not just
heterosexual ones, in their churches.
There continues to be a diversity
of opinions on marriage within all
dioceses, and it is my hope and
continual prayer we can find the
potentially beautiful strength in
our diversity. As a lay organizer of
Equally Anglican at Holy Trinity,
it is my hope and intention that we
will continue to reach out to other
LGBTQ2S+ and ally-Anglicans
across the diocese, ecclesiastical
province and country to find ways
to network with and support one
another. It is crucially important for
us all to remember to see each other
as beloved children of God, as we
continue to walk together in love.

My heart, thoughts and prayers go
out to LGBTQ2S+ Anglicans in
dioceses that are not endorsing the
local option.
As for me, I am renewed in
my thankfulness for the loving
shepherding of our bishop, who
has authorised a neutral-language
liturgy to be used in solemnizing
same-gender marriages. Bishop Jane
continues to be a great spiritual role
model for me. She is definitely more
than welcome to attend my own
wedding in July, 2020. My fiancé
and I would be thrilled.
General Synod did not pass
the motion amending the Marriage
Canon, on July 12, 2019. Matthew
Mercer-Deadman says he and other
members of the Equally Anglican
congregation at Holy Trinity
Anglican Church have received
“wonderfully caring” support and
concern from lay and clergy friends
throughout the Edmonton diocese.
Equally Anglican services are held
on the last Sunday of each month
at Holy Trinity, 7:00 pm. All are
welcome! Stay up to date with the
ministry’s happenings on Twitter
@EquallyHTAC, Facebook and
Instagram.

“We are all equal in God’s eyes,” says Edmonton delegate continued
Continued from Front Page.

in the Order of Clergy; it had only
received a 62.2 per cent majority in
Prior to the marriage canon vote,
the Order of Bishops, less than twomembers of General Synod showed
thirds. The motion was defeated.
a strong will to walk together with
Following the vote, Archbishop
differences by adopting “A Word to
Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican
the Church” with an overwhelming
Church of Canada, adjourned the
majority.
meeting, pleading for people to be
Yet, when the results of the
attentive to one another and to pray.
second reading of Marriage Canon
“Our children our crying, and
XXI were projected on a screen an
many of you are crying for a variety
anguished cry from an LGBTQ2S+
of reasons,” said Archbishop Hiltz
youth member rang out through the
observing the pain in the room.
silent room. While the resolution
Outside the plenary hall, Ben
had clearly received the required
joined hands with other young allies
two-thirds majority in two orders: an
of the LGBTQ2S+ community and
80.9 per cent majority in the Order
sang about love, as people stepped
of Laity and a 73.2 per cent majority
forward to give hugs and offer
comforting
words.
“Honestly,
I was hoping
the resolution
would pass so
we wouldn’t
have to
continue this
argument,”
says Ben.
“Sadly, it
didn’t go
through and,
Ben Goetze and General Synod youth delegates receive support from other
of course,
allies of the LGBTQ2S+ community outside the plenary hall following the
there was a lot
marriage canon vote.

of hurt. But even though this choice
was made, it’s not the end. The
thing is, several of us, as allies to the
LGBTQ2S+ community, have been
approached by Indigenous members
of synod who said, ‘we’re so sorry
you weren’t accepted as we were
accepted, for even in our culture we
accept two-spirit people.’ They also
encouraged us to never give up being
a strong voice against hatred or to
let someone who is hurting stand
alone.”
During the marriage canon
debate a speaker from the Niagara
diocese called attention to the
Primate’s “beautiful and heartbreaking apology offered to
Indigenous People in our beautiful
church,” drawing a parallel with the
harm being done to the LGBTQ2S
community of people.
In a message to the Edmonton
diocese shortly after the vote, Bishop
Jane said:
“I am sure that for some in our
diocese it has not helped for me to
state publicly that I am in favour
of a change in the marriage canon.
If it is hurtful for you to know I
am an advocate of inclusion in all
sacraments, for all the children of
God regardless of sexuality, I am
sorry to hurt you. However, please

know there is no coercion for
anyone to act or speak against their
conscience and faith. I simply ask
you to stay at the table with us.”
“A Word to the Church” clearly
states that there are two equally
respected and held views on
marriage in the Anglican Church of
Canada, said Bishop Jane. Therefore,
in the Edmonton diocese, all couples
who are legally permitted to marry
and meet the typical requirements
for marriage in the Anglican Church
(ie. at least one of the couple is a
baptised Christian), may seek to
have that marriage solemnized in the
church.
On her own authority, Bishop
Jane has produced an edited Book of
Alternative Services (BAS) marriage
liturgy for use by clergy of the
diocese.
“General Synod has been full
of highs and lows,” says Ben. “I’ve
learned something from the lows,
but it’s the highs I’ll take with me.
I know I can go home to my church
and have the full support of everyone
there.”
Visit https://edmonton.
anglican.ca/news/general-synod2019-i-have-called-you-by-name
to link to the Anglican Journal’s
comprehensive coverage of GS 2019.
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Anglican Student Ministry dinner asks the big questions
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

S

upporters of Anglican Student
Ministry were invited to
ponder questions of sex, death
and what it means to be human at the
annual fundraising dinner, held in the
spring, at the University of Alberta
Faculty Club.
The Rev. Heather Liddell,
Educational Chaplain, invited dinner
guests to partake in a favourite
student activity: PUBtheology (a
Supporters of the Edmonton diocese Anglican Student Ministry gather for the annual dinner and
monthly gathering which routinely
silent auction fundraiser, this year at the U of A Faculty Club.
involves causal conversation over
and home to four to five students
“In our busy schedules we
pints of beer in a nearby Whyte
each year.
made an effort to connect with each
Avenue pub). Between bites of prime
“We’re also the Advent Eve
other, whether it was sitting down
rib and Yorkshire pudding they
Vigil, when we stay up all night
to evening tea, playing cards or
discussed conversation topics placed
reading the Gospel for the year, the
baking cookies. In fact, food was
in the center of each elegantly-set
Lessons and Carols Service at the
an aspect of community life that
table.
Winspear, Sunday night dinners
helped connect us. Once a week we
Liddell described her first full
and Thursday evening prayer at
made an effort to cook a meal and
year as educational chaplain, as a
St. George’s and Thursday Night
sit down to eat together as friends.
“wonderful time of learning and
Dinners at St. Aidan’s; and we are
These times when we stepped away
getting to know students. I have
communal bakers. Some of the girls
from our studies to reflect on our
the gift of coming after some really
in Anglican Student Ministries baked
day, laugh about our experiences and
incredible chaplains, two of whom
over 200 cookies for our Christmas
discuss issues regarding the house,
(the Rev. Susan Oliver and Canon
fundraiser. We are all of that and we
kept us grounded through all the ups
Scott Sharman) are in attendance
are so much more,” said Liddell.
and downs of student life. It helped
tonight,” she said.
The Anglican Student Ministry
us establish a community where
She framed her inaugural year as
community was a “soft place to
everyone could contribute and feel a
chaplain to students on and just-off
land” for one resident of St. Aidan’s
sense of belonging and purpose.”
campus by answering and asking two
House living away from home while
Liddell said Anglican Student
questions: “who are we now?” and
pursuing a university education.
Ministry endeavours to be a
“who is God calling us to be now?”
“At St. Aidan’s I was supported
community shaped by the Marks
“At the moment we are
by a community I grew to rely on,”
of Mission, a community of
PUBtheology, which you all just
wrote the student in her testimony,
discernment, a community that says
experienced,” she said. “We are
which was read aloud during the
all are truly welcome and, most
pilgrimages to the mountains and
chaplaincy dinner by a fellow
importantly, a community where
pastoral care. We are music therapy.
member of the community.
people encounter Christ.
We are book studies for staff and
“We are called to provide
for students and Christianity the
safe spaces where students
Basics course. We have Midweek
can really wrestle with what
Matins with our fabulous musician
it means to be human; where
and musical therapist Nadine
people can think about their
(Veroba).”
faith, not just as informing
Describing Midweek Matins
who they are, but as shaping
as “one of my favourite things this
who they are,” she said.
year,” Liddell said: “we gather
Accredited music
in this room with a full wall of
therapist Nadine Veroba
windows (the Multi-Faith Prayer
described how together
and Meditation Space in HUB),
she and Liddell reach out
where we can see students walking Pictured above: music therapist Nadine Veroba (left) with
to students through music
ASM Chaplain Heather Liddell. Pictured below: ASM students
by as we sing and we pray.”
therapy - an outlet for
She explained that this ministry enjoy being treated to an evening out.
has grown from “just Nadine and
I” to a cohort that faithfully prays
together every Wednesday morning
at 9 am. Starting next fall, Morning
Prayer will also be offered Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday mornings,
though music therapy will be
reserved for Wednesdays.
“We’re also St. Aidan’s House,”
she said. At the heart of St. Aidan’s
are four elements: community,
prayer, hospitality and study. The
former St. George’s rectory is now
an intentional Christian community

students to talk about their stresses
and their lives.
“It’s no surprise that students
can be under a tremendous amount
of stress. Music can be a tool to destress and lessen anxiety,” she said.
There is no pressure for students
to be on time for the weekly music
therapy sessions or to stay for the
whole session. They welcome people
exactly as they are every Wednesday,
by offering a comfortable pillow to
sit on, a cup of tea and a “safe place
to be heard and validated.”
“There is no prerequisite to be
able to sing or play an instrument,”
Veroba said. “Everyone, regardless
of musical talent, is welcome.
Sometimes a student will ask to
play a song that has significance
or meaning because it describes
how they have been feeling lately.
Sharing a song this personal can
be a great way to create trust and
connection with one another and
open up to a deeper dialogue.”
Most of the music is played live
with the group singing and playing
instruments together, but sometimes
the group will listen to a recording
brought in by one of the students.
Before the end of the session,
members of the group participate in a
guided relaxation exercise.
Reflecting on the U of A
motto, quaecumque vera, meaning
whatsoever things are true, from the
Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians
(4:8). Liddell asked supporters to
picture what the next generation
could look like if it remains focused
“not on discord, not on things that
are ugly and degrading but, rather,
on whatsoever is true, whatsoever is
honourable, just and pure. On that
which is worthy of Christ.”
As the evening drew to a
close, Anglican Student Ministry
supporters hurried to secure their
bids on prizes featured in the annual
silent auction. These included
one-of-a-kind, local experiences,
such as a day on a sheep farm,
a blacksmithing session, theatre
workshops; and items ranging from a
silver tea set to craft beer and wine;
to custom baking and jewellery, to
Indigenous and children’s art.
If you would like to support
the Educational Chaplaincy and
Anglican students endeavouring to
build community while discerning
who they are and their place in the
world, please donate online at
https://edmonton.anglican.
ca/donate, or email Heather at
hliddell@gmail.com to ask about
other ways to lend a helping hand.
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Spirituality

Show me your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths - Ps 25:4
This series on spirituality
and various spiritual practices is
hosted by members of the Diocese
of Edmonton Spiritual Direction
Network. This month’s article has
been provided by Deb Stevens,
spiritual director and member of the
Veriditas International Association
of professionally trained labyrinth
facilitators.
DEB STEVENS
St. Mary’s, Ponoka

T

his spring, a Labyrinth,
dedicated to the memory of
the Rev. Donna Willer, former
parish rector, was completed in the
Memorial Garden at St. Mary’s in
Ponoka. On June 9, 2019, the Rev.
René Faille, interim priest-in-charge,
blessed the three-circuit classical
labyrinth made of paving stones.
Over the past 13 years the
evolving labyrinth ministry at St.
Mary’s has taken root in the Ponoka
community and throughout the
Edmonton diocese. Once a month,
September to May, the parish has
invited its neighbours to walk a 36ft. canvas labyrinth in the parish hall.
This labyrinth, an ancient
spiritual tool, has also been used to
teach young confirmation candidates
about prayer; to celebrate the seasons
of the church; to allow people in
the community to walk and pray
for victims of disaster and war in
our world, or to find a sense of
peace in their busy lives. A 24-ft.
travelling “renewal” labyrinth is
offered at workshops and gatherings
throughout the diocese.
The labyrinth is a “walking
prayer,” often laid out on the ground
as a circuitous path. A metaphor for

our walk with God, it is a pilgrimage
to a sacred place within; a safe space
to quiet the mind, detach from the
demands of our world and connect
with God. The labyrinth is more than
5,000 years old and one of the oldest
contemplative and transformational
tools known to humanity.
Although there are many
different designs, the most famous
labyrinth of Christian origin is the
Chartres Labyrinth, an 11-circuit
medieval labyrinth imbedded into the
stone floor of the Chartres Cathedral
in northern France in the early
1,200s. In the Middle Ages, during
the Crusades, it served for many as a
metaphorical pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, with its center representing the
New Jerusalem.
The labyrinth can serve as a
mirror of our lives. As we begin to
walk, we realize the journey is nonlinear. It is not a train ride straight
to a destination. Our life is a path
of unexpected twists and turns. Just
when we think we have arrived just when we think “I’ve got it,”
our life takes an unexpected turn in
a different direction. But we keep
going, knowing we are not alone on
this journey.
Many people mistake the
labyrinth for a maze, but there are
no dead ends in a labyrinth and it is
not possible to get lost. A maze, with
its blockages and multiple entrances
and exits, is confusing. It forces us to
problem-solve. The labyrinth has one
entrance and one path. It is designed
to guide us to a center point and to
lead us back out where we began.
Walking the labyrinth can be
like a good spiritual pruning. As we
walk in, we release or shed the dead

branches of burdens; the sorrows
that trap us and weigh us down. We
arrive at the center lighter and open
to the fruit of the spirit that flowers
and sustains us on the journey back
from where we came.
The labyrinth path offers restless
minds an opportunity to be inwardly
observant, says the Rev. Lauren
Artress, founder of Veriditas, an
organization dedicated to inspire
personal and planetary change
and renewal through the labyrinth
experience. This beautiful winding
path twisting and turning with our
lives, seems to help us unwind,
slow down and be mindful of our
thoughts and the promptings of
our hearts, says Artress, who is
an Episcopal priest and Canon for
Special Ministries at Christ Church
in San Francisco. It is a path on
which God inspires, consoles, calms
and awakens us, if we are willing,
she adds.
Today there are more than
5,000 labyrinths in 80 countries
around the world. Labyrinths can be
found in cathedrals and churches,
hospitals and hospices, schools and
universities, prisons, retreat centers,
playgrounds, gardens, backyards and
along coastlines. They are commonly
made of canvas, cloth, stones,
cement, grass, tape, or traced in sand.
Finger labyrinths are made of wood,
cloth, plastic, metal, or any material
available.
If you are interested in
locating a labyrinth, a worldwide
locator has been created by the
Labyrinth Society and Veriditas
(labyrinthlocator.com). There
are many labyrinths registered in
Alberta, as well in the Edmonton

diocese including St. Mary’s,
Ponoka; St. Patrick’s, Whitecourt
and Christ Church, Edmonton.
Labyrinths are spaces where
people from our church and wider
community can walk and just be;
sacred spaces where, if we are open
to receiving, God meets us where we
are and gives us what we need.

Praying the Labyrinth
There are no qualifications,
rules, etiquette, nor protocol for
walking the labyrinth. Barbara
Wallace, a labyrinth enthusiast in
the UK, offers a useful guide:
Walking inward, “Releasing”
The beginning of the walk
is a time of letting go; a time
of shedding distractions and
allowing the mind to quiet.
The Center,” Receiving”
The center can be a place for
prayer and reflection; listening
to the whisper of God, receiving
fresh thoughts and welcoming
God’s blessing.
Walking out, “Returning”
Following the path back, you
may experience new feelings,
new thoughts or insights. There
may be a new sense of peace,
joy, resolution, direction or
thanksgiving. Approaching
the exit you re-connect with
everyday life, continuing on
your journey blessed by God.
To learn more about labyrinths,
or to book a workshop or labyrinthsupported event, contact Deb at
stevens.deb31@gmail.com .

Pictured above: Deb Stevens walks the labyrinth. Pictured left: St.
Mary Ponoka parishioners join in as interim priest René Faille blesses
the parish’s outdoor prayer labyrinth dedicated in memory of beloved
rector Donna Willer.

Vicar of Baghdad visit cont.
Continued from page 15.
During his brief visit, Canon
White graciously answered many
questions about his work in the

Middle East. We were moved by
Yasir’s public acknowledgement of
everyone on the Refugee/Newcomer
Committee for our help over the past
year. In perfect English, he thanked

everyone by name. He would not
have been able to do so only three
months ago. It was wonderful to
witness!
The Refugee/Newcomer
Committee is grateful Canon White
could join us for the evening.

We needed to meet the man who
made it possible, through his love,
faithfulness, and trust in God, for us,
a small, rural community, to have
been able to help, get to know and
love such a wonderful family! It was
a truly blessed evening.

