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“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 

knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 

godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity” (II Peter 

1:5–7). 

 

I. Faith in Our Lives 

Last week our guest speaker so eloquently and powerfully moved us by describing 

what faith is and does in our lives. Today I want to borrow Brother Peter’s conversation 

and exhort you to add to your faith.  

 

A. Our Faith 

It would be foolish of me to not refer to the precious faith that we hold close. Peter 

calls this like precious faith and understands that bond in the family of God. We’ve been 

blood bought, sanctified, forgiven, cleansed, and filled with His Spirit. When you first 

realized your need for Jesus and found your way to a place of repentance that faith 

kicked in. James tells us that “faith without works is dead” and once we felt forgiveness, 

we knew we needed to obey the Word. As you go down in the water of baptism, that 

cleansing flows through you and you become part of His family—taking on the 

precious name of Jesus. Your faith says, “I cannot do this alone. I must have the Spirit.” 

That faith brings us to the point of surrender ourselves to this amazing, powerful God 

and allowing Him to fill us with the gift of the Holy Ghost. That precious faith is what 

picked us up, turned us around, and sent us down the road to glory.  

 

But Peter understands us—all too intimately. He knows how quickly we can forget what 

God has done. He knows how easy it is for us to get distracted by the enemy and fall. 

Peter addresses an important thought—if we are going to prepare for our future, we 

must not forget our past. As these end times are upon us, we must keep our eyes on 

Heaven, ready for the return of Jesus. To do so, we can never forget where He brought 

us and where He is taking us. Peter lived in the first century when this church was just a 

youngster. He knew it was important for the saints to stay close to God’s Word. He 

taught against false doctrine because it was seeping into the church. He reminded 

them of their apostolic heritage. If there was such a need in Peter’s day, how much 



more today? Distracting ideas. False doctrines. Foolish questions. Never has there been 

so many people who claim to love Jesus yet deny what He said they should do. I 

recently read a statistic that said young adults now see four to ten thousand 

advertisements per day. Talk about distractions and falsehoods coming at us! 

 

B. God’s Grace 

Peter spoke about God’s grace. He understood our struggles for Peter received much 

more than deserved. But Peter understood that it would take more than grace to keep 

us saved. You see, the enemy does his best to introduce false teaching into our 

thoughts and the only thing that counters false doctrine is the knowledge of God. This 

is such an important theme to Peter that he mentions knowledge thirteen times in his 

letter. He is not referring to just knowing about God—it is more than an intellectual 

understanding of the Scriptures. He is referring to knowing who God is—a spiritual 

revelation that drives us to engage in God’s truth.  

 

Today I know those who no longer worship with the saints. They are no longer pray or 

read their Bibles. They felt God in the past. They found salvation but they lost out 

because they allowed false thoughts to penetrate their mind. Brothers and sisters, it is 

possible to live a victorious life and not backslide, but the power to do this does not 

come from our faith in God. It does not come because we love God or have His grace 

working in our lives. The power to live a victorious life comes from the knowledge of 

God—knowing who He is, not just about Him. That knowledge comes from this precious 

Word and it comes because we immerse ourselves again and again–day after day–in 

the scriptures. We allow His promises to permeate our thinking. We get personal with 

Jesus. These promises—not our ability, not our strength, not our skill—give us the 

power to escape this world. 

 

C. The Struggle between Two Natures 

In verse 3, Peter talks about being a partaker of God’s divine nature. The closer we are 

to the Word–the closer we get to Jesus–the more we take on God’s nature. We either 

embrace God’s nature or we embrace our own fleshly, worldly, lustful nature. There is 

no gray area. Your choice to know and obey the Word daily determines the nature by 

which you live.  

 



Let us discuss what nature does. It defines you and me. It determines our appetite. It 

causes our behavior. It indicates our preferred environment. It signals our associations. 

That is what nature does. Are you wondering if these statements are true? Consider the 

animal kingdom. Nature determines their appetites–what each creature eats. A water 

buffalo eats grasses. A lion eats water buffaloes! Nature determines how they act. A 

water buffalo plods along in the water. A lion runs to catch his prey—the water buffalo. 

Nature determines the environment they prefer—buffalo/water; lion/wide open spaces. 

Nature determines their associations. A herd of water buffalo. A pride of lions.  

 

What does this have to do with faith? Everything. If we have God’s divine nature in us 

then we will have an appetite for pure, holy things. We will not want sinful behavior 

that contradicts God’s Word. We will not long for the world’s environment because 

divine nature wants the divine! We will not associate ourselves with the things of this 

world because that association takes us from the presence of the mighty God who 

saved, healed, and delivered us. The secret to living a victorious life is more than just 

our faith. The secret to escaping the corruption of this world is to cultivate the new 

nature we found in Jesus. As Paul said, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 13:14). 
 

II. Faithematics 

James said that faith without works is dead. (See James 2:20.) Peter took it a step 

farther. Peter believed in faithematics. He said that we must add to our faith. Give 

all diligence. Make every effort. Add to it. Faith brings us to God, but that is just 

the beginning. The new birth is the start, not the graduation ceremony. A 

victorious life must have growth. It brings maturity. Over time, we learn to live 

close to Jesus. We learn to add to our faith.  

 

Brother Peter, what should we add? And are there specific steps to this equation? 

Yes there are. Faithematics is similar to the equations we all learned in math. Every 

equation has a specific function. Every piece of the equation has a specific 

moment. One must follow the order of operations. In math, the acronym PEMDAS 

was coined. It means that you do the equation in a certain order: Parenthesis, 

Exponents, Multiply, Divide, Add, Subtract. 

Calculate in the wrong order and you get the wrong answer! 

 



Peter gave us the correct acronym for our faithematics. Peter believes in long 

addition because he knows that the more time we spend on adding these, the 

better our skill develops! His acronym would look something like: Victorious Living 

= V+K+T+P+G(nth)+BK+C 

 

 

Add: 

A. Virtue. Newer translations say goodness or integrity. The root word for 

integrity is integrate—to unite together. Another similar word is integer—a 

whole number than cannot be divided. Virtue is goodness inside of us. It is 

there when no one else sees us. When our heart’s motives match our words 

and actions, we have this virtue, this integrity and goodness. When our 

private thoughts, words, and actions match our public reputation, we have 

added virtue to our faith. When we refuse to cover sin and live open in the 

sight of God and others, we added integrity to faith.  

 

If you are struggling to live right, perhaps you need some honest moments 

with yourself and God. Are you hiding your actions? Is sin having a heyday in 

your life? Be open. Ask for prayer. Be accountable. Refuse to live with secret 

sin because it was will stop you from adding to your faith! 

B. Knowledge. Speaking of adding, this equation is not finished after one step 

of addition. It’s not just faith with a bit of virtue. No. Once you add some 

virtue, build on that integrity. Add some knowledge. Remember it is who we 

need to know and for what He stands. We need to know truth. Knowing 

about God is good, but it leaves us empty. Knowing about someone is not the 

same as knowing that person. You can know all kinds of so-called truth–even 

biblical truths that you argue and debate–but if you never get to know God 

personally, you have wasted your energy. The purpose of truth is to bring us 

to its author and to sniff out our own falsehoods. Truth is like a K-9 dog 

searching for contraband in our lives. Once it is found, there is an on-point 

moment where we must fess up and rid ourselves of falsehood. 

 



We need to add knowledge to our virtue and faith but also realize that 

knowledge came after the other two. God knows what we will do with 

knowledge if left to our own devices. If we do this equation in the wrong 

order, we will get the wrong results! People are known to use knowledge as 

a weapon and ruin others. That is why our faith needs virtue (integrity)—so 

we use this knowledge to minister and lead others to God’s truth. 

C. Temperance. Right behind knowledge comes temperance. We think of that 

as self-control, which it is. But it is more than keeping our instincts and urges 

in check. The self-control that Peter is describing has to do with your mind. It 

helps you think clearly about the things that matter most in life. It creates an 

intense interest in God. It helps you detect the devil’s traps. It creates a 

heightened sense of spiritual reality. Temperance is the ability to discern 

things as they are and act in the light of that wisdom. How important this is 

for us during these end times! We cannot become careless. We must learn to 

control ourselves and pray! We cannot allow the devil to devour us. We need 

to stop worrying about the world around us and pray for God’s will. Worrying 

is only negative faith—when we believe that something bad is going to 

happen. God is still in control so let that temperance guide you to Him.  

D. Patience. Peter did not stop before the equation was final. He continued by 

adding another important operation in the faithematics. This one most likely 

will not hit the Top 10 of Thrilling Words list. This one is pivotal–it is the a 

turning point in the equation. That word is patience. Add some patience. Not 

any old patience, but the kind that causes one to persevere. Peter use the 

verbiage and context from a military term describing a solider holding his 

position. Peter understood that there are two times a soldier is tempted to 

abandon his position:  

• When nothing is happening. 

• When everything happens at once.  

He was talking to people who understood suffering. They lived through the 

Roman empire’s persecutions. They had friends who had been tortured, 

beheaded, burned alive, and met the lions in the coliseum. He exhorted them 

to persevere through life no matter what they saw or felt. 

 



E. Godliness. Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience. Whew! How 

much more can we add? Peter’s next addition was a powerful growth point–

like an exponent in your faithematics. It powers you up to the nth degree. 

Add to your faith godliness. 

I know a lot of people who have added to their faith, but when they came to 

this milestone they stopped. This Greek word is often translated as holiness. 

People backslide because they do not feel holiness is important. But in 

mathematics, exponents are extremely important. Squaring or cubing a 

number multiplies it by hundreds or thousands! 

 

If we only realized what holiness does for us, we would never turn away from 

this part of the equation. Godliness (holiness) builds a fence to keep out the 

enemy. It protects us from that false doctrine the enemy whispers to our 

mind. A heart focused on God’s commandments longs for holy living. And 

godliness always begins in the heart before it shows itself to others. This 

addition includes multiplication! It requires more than just one operation–

more than just changing your way of thinking. When challenged with the 

question, “What is the first commandment,” Jesus responded by quoting  

Deuteronomy 6:5. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: 

this is the first commandment” (Mark 12:30). Godliness is holiness to the 

fourth degree: heart, soul, mind, and strength must change! It requires a 

change on the inside and outside. Recall that divine nature! When we make 

no provision for the fleshly nature, we begin to apply the divine nature. 

 

Godly people are different that the world—they think different, act different, 

talk different, and dress different. They catch other’s attention and are ready 

to tell anyone about what Jesus did for them. If you want to be saved, you 

must add godliness. You must live holy. 

F. Brotherly Kindness. Then Peter gets down to the nitty gritty of daily living. 

He says, “Add some brotherly kindness.” Sounds easy, right? Being kind is 

fairly simple. But Peter was talking about philia love, which is more than just 

kindness from afar. It is hands on, face to face. It means friendship and 

comradeship. Brotherly kindness makes us learn to put up with the 



idiosyncrasies of others. It means we are personal and practical in loving our 

brothers and sisters. We learn to love what God loves and He loves 

everyone! In Bible days, this culture used philia love to describe an exclusive 

thing—a brotherhood or club that kept outsiders out and insiders in. But the 

New Testament church turned that upside down when they proclaimed that 

everyone was welcome and could receive philia love. No one was turned 

away from the church. Jesus saved everyone and wanted all of them to have 

brotherly kindness. The church is a place where all are welcome to find Jesus. 

 

But the church needs to be wary and careful of that false doctrine called 

discord. The Apostle John says it well. “If a man say, I love God, and hateth 

his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 

how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” (I John 4:20). Satan knows 

that we will throw him out if he openly causes discord. Instead, he works 

behind the scenes influencing us. We must always be on the lookout for his 

tricks. Gossip. Slander. Knowing facts we have no need to know (or share) 

about other brothers and sisters. In this church, we proclaim brotherly 

kindness. If there is someone with whom you having trouble loving, you need 

to repent. If there is a rift between two of God’s children, we need to humbly 

seek forgiveness and reconciliation. Clear the air so the prince and power of 

the air, the devil, has nothing to play off. And may we realize that no matter 

what hurt, offense, or problem arises in God’s church, it is His commandment 

that we make it right and love each other. We must love our brothers and 

sisters as God loves them.  

G. Charity (Love): Last item in the equations–add charity. Wait! Isn’t that the 

same as brotherly kindness? No. Charity is agape love—unconditional love. 

Stubborn love that does not pale in the face of resistance. Love that loves 

when hatred, betrayal, and misuse occur. You do not fall into agape love or 

fall out of it. It is a choice. This is how God loves you and me—

unconditionally. Philio love is loving what God loves (others), but agape love 

is loving as He loves. We must be willing to welcome those that no one else 

wants. Those who have messed up. Those who might have hurt us. We are 

here to see them get to heaven. We love no matter what—even if they do 

not return that love, even if they seek to hurt or harm us. 



III. Faithematics Results 

Adding to our faith brings results. Peter said we would not fall if we make our 

calling and election sure. The way that happens is by adding to your faith–

following that equation Peter offered. Those who consistently follow 

faithematics are stable, godly people. They see and feel God’s blessings. 

Peter’s math class is important for our lives. Let’s get faithematics working in 

our lives and find the victorious, overcoming life that both God and we want! 


