
Oct 4, 2020  ▪  The Church of St. John the Divine 

Choral Evensong: St Francis of Assisi 
We acknowledge these ancestral territories of the Lekwungen people. 

Officiant: The Ven. A. Singh-McCollum. Music:  Choral and Organ Scholars of the Church of St. John the Divine 

A note about COVID-19 safety: Please remain in your places through the service except in case of emergency. 
The toilet, located through the door at the front left, is for emergency use only. At the end of the service, after 
the clergy have left, please feel free to leave during or after the organ voluntary, maintaining  physical 
distance. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

A note about language: In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder 
– realising that any language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may 
seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the 
metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are 
never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to 
help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Order of Service 

Organ prelude 
Please stand as the clergy enter. 

The Responses  Musical setting: Sarah Cattley (b. 1995)  
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 Cantor: Praise ye the Lord. 
 Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 

Psalm    Psalm 104.1-23 
Please sit for the Psalm, but stand at the final ‘Glory be to the Father…’ 

 Praise the Lord, O my soul * O Lord my God, thou art become exceeding glorious; thou art 
clothed with majesty and honour. Thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment * 
and spreadest out the heavens like a curtain. Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters * and maketh the clouds his chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the wind. 
He maketh his angels spirits * and his ministers a flaming fire.  He laid the foundations of the 
earth *  that it never should move at any time. Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with a 
garment *  the waters stand in the hills.  At thy rebuke they flee * at the voice of thy thunder 
they are afraid. They go up as high as the hills, and down to the valleys beneath * even unto the 
place which thou hast appointed for them. Thou hast set them their bounds which they shall 
not pass * neither turn again to cover the earth. He sendeth the springs into the rivers * which 
run among the hills. All beasts of the field drink thereof * and the wild asses quench their thirst. 
Beside them shall the fowls of the air have their habitation * and sing among the branches. He 
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watereth the hills from above * the earth is filled with the fruit of thy works. He bringeth forth 
grass for the cattle * and green herb for the service of men; That he may bring food out of the 
earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man * and oil to make him a cheerful 
countenance, and bread to strengthen man’s heart. The trees of the Lord also are full of 
sap * even the cedars of Libanus which he hath planted; Wherein the birds make their 
nests * and the fir-trees are a dwelling for the stork. The high hills are a refuge for the wild 
goats * and so are the stony rocks for the conies. He appointed the moon for certain 
seasons * and the sun knoweth his going down. Thou makest darkness that it may be 
night * wherein all the beasts of the forest do move. The lions roaring after their prey * do seek 
their meat from God. The sun ariseth, and they get them away together * and lay them down in 
their dens. Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour * until the evening. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

First Lesson    Galatians 6.14-end 
Please sit during the reading of the lesson. 

Magnificat  Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 
Please stand. 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy 
is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he 
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good 
things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  remembering his mercy hath holpen his 
servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Second Lesson   Text: Lk. 12.22-34 
Please sit during the reading of the lesson. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Tomkins 
Please stand. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 
All may join in reciting the creed. 
 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended 
into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 
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the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The 
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please sit or kneel for the prayers. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

First Collect, of the day: 
  Grant us, Almighty God,after the example of your holy servant Francis,to do what you would 

have us do,and always to desire what is pleasing in your sight,that cleansed by your 
love,enlightened by your truth,and kindled with the fire of your Holy Spirit,we may follow in the 
footsteps of your beloved Sonand make our way to you, O God most High;through Jesus Christ 

our Lord,who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey 
thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Anthem    The Prayer of St Francis. Music: John Sanders (1933-2003) 
Please sit as the choir sings the anthem.   

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; where there is hatred let me sow love; where there 
is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair let me sow hope; where 
there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. Amen. 

Intercessions 
Please sit or kneel for the intercessions. 

Response to the Prayers  Music: Sydney H. Nicholson (1875-1947) 
God be in my head, and in my understanding. God be in mine eyes, and in mylooking; God be in 
my mouth, and in my speaking; God be in my heart, and in my thinking; God be at my end, and 
at mine departing. 

Sermon 
Please sit 

Final Hymn   Text F. S. Pierpoint (1864) Music: DIX, C. Kocher (1786-1872) and W. H. Monk (1823-89) 
In line with current Covid regulations the congregation is asked not sing. 
Words are provided for meditation on the text of the hymn; please sit as the choir sings the hymn. 

1 For the beauty of the earth,  
for the glory of the skies,  
for the love which from our birth  
over and around us lies.  
     Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  
     this, our hymn of grateful praise.  

2 For the wonder of each hour  
of the day and of the night,  
hill and vale and tree and flower,  
sun and moon and stars of light, 

3 For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child,  
friends on earth, and friends above,  
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

 
 
4 For yourself, best gift divine,  
to the world so freely given,  
agent of God's grand design:  
peace on earth and joy in heaven.  

The Blessing 
Please stand. 

Organ Voluntary  

Please remain seated until you can leave maintaining appropriate physical distance. 
If you wish to make a contribution towards the ministry of the Church of St John the Divine, you will 
find a collection plate at the exit. 
Thank you for attending tonight’s service. We wish you a pleasant and safe week.  
There are recycling bins for this service sheet by the exit, as well as hand-sanitizing stations. 

 


