Participants- 
Message: Mark
Prayer: Mark
Singers/Liturgists:  Judi, Luke
Dramatic Reading: Dave, Morgan & Baukje
Piano: Pearl
Drums: Luke
Guitar: Mark

THANKSGIVING DAY

OUR WORSHIPS BEGINS


Please rise in body or in spirit…

Welcome (Mark)
God Greets Us
All: Amen

Call to Worship: 
Come and Give Thanks! 

(Luke) One: God stretches out the heavens
and shapes the earth.
All:  Come and give thanks!

(Judi) One: God raises up the mountains
and pours water into the seas.
All:  Come and give thanks!

(Luke) One:  God calls forth plants from the soil
and forms animals in infinite variety.
All:  Come and give thanks!

(Judi) One:  God breathes upon us
and fills us with life.
All:  Come lift your voices in praise!

(Luke) One: God gives our lives meaning
through laughter and tears.
All: Come lift your voices in praise!

(Judi) One:  God touches our hearts
through family and friends.
All:  Come lift your voices in praise!

Song:  O Sing Unto the Lord, LU 544: 1,2 

O sing unto the Lord a hymn of celebration;
O sing a hymn of love, every day a new creation.
God made the sky and sea, the sun and stars of heaven
and saw that they were good; all creation sings in splendor!

Refrain
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O sing to God above: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O sing to God above: Alleluia! 
O sing unto the Lord a hymn of joy and praising;
a song that shares our love, our faith and hopeful waiting.
Creation shouts to all that God is grand and glorious;
and so we sing our song to the God of grace and beauty.

Refrain 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O sing to God above: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O sing to God above: Alleluia!
O sing to God above: Alleluia!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(during the Pandemic) 

Women: 
Great God who calls us to belonging,
Who delights in curiosity, invention, ingenuity.
Praise be for minds that bend and flex despite restriction,
for bodies that signal love by staying apart.

Men: 
Praise be for neighbours talking across fences,
calling from balconies, waving through windows,
for greetings that cross the space between us.


Women: 
Praise be for strangers, careful on footpaths,
for children asking their questions,
for truth tellers who earn our trust and speak to our fear.

Men:
Praise be for friends who warn and chide and encourage,
for human warmth in time of distance.

All: Praise be. Amen.
~ written by Julie Perrin

Song:  "We Give You Thanks" 

(Judi) Solo:
For the fruit of all creation,
For his gifts to one and all,
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
For the harvests we all share.
In the just reward of labour,
To the help we give to all,
In our worldwide task of caring,
For the peace we find in you.

Refrain:
(Judi and Luke)
We give you thanks,
we give you thanks,
for the grace we receive,
in you we believe,
We give you thanks,
We give you thanks,
With faith and hope and love,
We give you thanks.

(Luke) Solo:
For the harvest of the Spirit,
In the good we all receive,
For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us,
For the brightness of your new day,
For the kingdom we will be,
Most of all, that love has found us,
We give thanks, O Lord, today.

Refrain:  
All:  
We give you thanks,
we give you thanks,
for the grace we receive,
in you we believe,
We give you thanks,
We give you thanks,
With faith and hope and love,
We give you thanks.
 
Please be seated...

PRAYER OF CONFESSION DURING HARVEST (led by Mark)

One: As we celebrate your goodness so we confront our own sin,
our greed and insensitivity,
our failure to appreciate what we have
and the opportunities you have given,
our readiness to complain,
our unwillingness to praise.

All: Father, forgive and renew us.

One: Food taken for granted,
work unappreciated and poorly rewarded;
self-centred blindness to other’s needs.
Deliberate deafness to the cries of the hungry,
coldness of heart to those deprived of affection.

All: Father, forgive and renew us.

One: A landscape threatened and an economy at risk;
a countryside disheartened,
its communities uncertain and confused,
its isolation and exclusion ignored.

All:Father, forgive and renew us.
May our blindness, deafness and coldness of heart be healed.
May your renewing spirit rest on us
and fill our nation with your love and hope.
In Jesus’ name. Amen

~ adapted from Resources for the Celebration of Harvest Festival,” from the Farming Community Network


We Are Forgiven (Mark)

Not on screen:   Thanks be to God, he has heard our plea for forgiveness and renewal and has returned us to a feast of joy and laughter.

Please rise in body or in spirit…

Song:  O Give Thanks (Psalm 107) 

We were wand'ring in the desert
With our souls so starved and weak
We were hungry for a homeland
We did not know how to seek
But we lifted up our voices
To the only One who hears
And the God of mercy came and brought us near

Chorus
Oh give thanks to the Lord
For His love endures forever
We were wandering and lost
And our Father brought us home
To a safe dwelling place
To a feast of joy and laughter
Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is good

We were locked out of the garden
And our backs bend down with pain
In the shadow of death's darkness
We were slaves to sin and blame
Then we cried out in our labor
To the only One who hears
And the God of mercy wiped away our tears

Chorus
Oh give thanks to the Lord
For His love endures forever
We were wandering and lost
And our Father brought us home
To a safe dwelling place
To a feast of joy and laughter
Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is good.

Please be seated…

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD

Scripture: Ruth 2 (dramatic reading)

Narrator: Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband's side, a prominent rich man, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi,

Ruth: "Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain, behind someone in whose sight I may find favor."

Naomi: "Go, my daughter."

Narrator: So she went. She came and gleaned in the field behind the reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. Just then Boaz came from Bethlehem. He said to the reapers,

Boaz: "The LORD be with you."

Narrator: They answered:

All:   "The LORD bless you."

Narrator: Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, 

Boaz: "To whom does this young woman belong?"

Man:  "She is the Moabite who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab.  She asked me to let her glean and gather among the sheaves behind the reapers. So she came, and she has been on her feet from early this morning until now, without resting even for a moment."

Boaz: (to Ruth) "Now listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my young women. Keep your eyes on the field that is being reaped, and follow behind them. I have ordered the young men not to bother you. If you get thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn."

Ruth:  (who has fallen prostrate, with her face to the ground) 
“Why have I found favor in your sight, that you should take notice of me, when I am a foreigner?"

Boaz: "All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. May the LORD reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!" 

Ruth: "May I continue to find favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, even though I am not one of your servants."

Narrator: At mealtime Boaz said to her,

Boaz:  “Come here, and eat some of this bread, and dip your morsel in the sour wine.”

Narrator:  So she sat beside the reapers, and he heaped up for her some parched grain.  She ate until she was satisfied and had some left over.  When she got up to glean, Boaz instructed his young men,

Boaz: "Let her glean even among the standing sheaves, and do not reproach her.
You must also pull out some handfuls for her from the bundles, and leave them for her to glean, and do not rebuke her."

Narrator:  So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an epah of barley.  She picked it up and came into the town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gleaned. Then she took out and gave her what was left over after she herself had been satisfied.  Her mother-in-law said to her,

Naomi: "Where did you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of you."

 Ruth: "The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz."

Naomi: "Blessed be he by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead! The man is a relative of ours, one of our nearest kin."

Ruth: "He even said to me, 'Stay close by my servants, until they have finished all my harvest.'" 

Naomi: "It is better, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, otherwise you might be bothered in another field."

Narrator: So she stayed close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvest and she lived with her mother-in-law.

Message:  Refuge




WE RESPOND WITH PRAYER, PRAISE AND OFFERINGS

Prayers of the People  

Offerings Our offering this week is for World Renew with the offering going to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  Next week the offering will be for Disability Concerns as part of the Denominational Shares.

Please rise in body or in spirit…

Song of Response: Now Thank We All Our God, LU 543: 1, 2

Now thank we all our God
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mothers’ arms
has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
to keep us in his grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.
                  

THANKSGIVING LITANY (led by Judi/Luke) 

(Judi) 
One:
Almighty God,
from whom comes each good gift of life,
we remember your loving kindness and your uncounted mercies
as we join in grateful praise.

For all your gifts to us and to our human race;
for our life and the world in which we live,

Duet: we give thanks, O God.

(Luke) 
One: For the order and constancy of nature;
for the beauty and bounty of the world;
for day and night, summer and winter, seed-time and harvest;
for the varied joys which every season brings,

Duet: we give thanks, O God.

(Judi) 
One: For the work
and the truth we are permitted to discover;
good there has been in our past,
and for all the hopes which lead us on toward better things,

All (sung): we give thanks, O God.

(Luke) 
One: For all the joys and comforts of life;
for homes and families;
for our friends;
for the love, sympathy, and goodwill of persons near and far,

All: we give thanks, O God.

(Judi)  
One: For all cultures, wise government and just laws which order our common life;
for education and all the treasures of literature, science, and art,

All: we give thanks, O God.

(Luke) 
One: For the desire and power to help others;
for every opportunity of serving our generation in ways large or small,

All: we give thanks, O God.
 
(Judi) 
One: For the gift of Jesus Christ, and everything which is ours as his disciples;
for the presence and inspiration of your Holy Spirit throughout our days,



Song:  Now Thank We All Our God, LU 543: 3

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son and Spirit blest,
who reign in highest heaven—
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.

				OUR WORSHIP IS ENDED

God Blesses Us
All:  Alleluia! Amen

Song:  Let All Things Now Living, LU 5: 1, 2

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God the Creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
who guides us and leads to the end of our days.
His banners are o’er us, his light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.

His law he enforces; the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise,
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

Neighbourhood Table video, https://vimeo.com/459791447/5b7761c186

####################################################################

O Sing Unto the Lord
Words: Carlos Rosas (b. 1939) © 1976 Resource Publications, Inc. 
tr. C. Michael Hawn (b. 1948) © 1999 Choristers Guild. 
Used by permission of OneLicense #A-734795



We Give You Thanks
Words and Music; Contributors: David Haas
Tune: © 1998, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1998, GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission of OneLicence # A-734795

O Give Thanks
Wendell Kimbrough © 2014 Kimbrough, Wendell
Used by permission of CCLI 

Now Thank We All Our God
Words: Martin Rinkart, 1636 P.D.
Music: (NUN DANKET) Johann Cruger, 1647  P.D. 

Let All Things Now Living
Tune: Traditional Welsh melody with harmonization and descant by Katherine K. Davis. Text: Text by Katherine K. Davis © 1939, 1966, E.C. Schirmer Music Co. Used by permission of OnceLicence # A-734795
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