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The Season of Creation, Year A: The Spirit Series (Year of Matthew) 
This series concentrates on those texts where the Spirit is breathing life into creation, 
suffering with creation and renewing all creation. 
 
 
   

OCTOBER   LECTIONARY 
 

 River Sunday (October 4)                                       Thanksgiving Sunday (October 11)  
 Genesis 8:20-22;9:12-17      Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
 Psalm 104:27-33                                                                     Psalm 65 
 Revelation 22:1-5                                                               2 Corinthians 9:6-15  
 Matthew 28:1-10                                                                                            Luke 17:11-19  
 
 
The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost (October 18) 
Exodus 33:12-23 
Psalm 99                                                      The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost (October 25) 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10     Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Matthew 22:15-22                                                          Psalm 90:1-6,13-17                
                                                                                      1 Thessalonians 2:1-8                                                                                                             
                                                                                                   Matthew 22:34-46 
       
      

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Bethany Bouchir – October 6    Sandra Agopsowicz – October 15 

John Bouchir – October 13    Rebecca Mount – October 30 

 



Judith Ray has been sewing and knitting up a storm including using some very heavy yarn to make scarves 

and toques for the winter for those who spend a lot of time living rough!  A great book she has read is the 

autobiography of Michelle Obama called “Becoming”.  She also wanted us to know that St. Andrew’s is a 

member organization of the Mission Association for Seniors Housing (MASH).  The current seniors’ rental 

apartment under construction is on time and MASH as the operator expects to have occupancy by tenants 

beginning in April 2021 as scheduled.  We are all very fortunate that Covid 19 has not caused the overall 

construction to be delayed.  The formal tenant application process will begin a bit later this fall and there 

are many people looking forward to being there. 

 

 
 

Gladwin Heights is still accepting Soft Goods till October 25th. These can be dropped off during office 

hours - Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-2:30.  Soft goods are footwear, clothing, linens, towels, belts, scarves, 

backpacks etc.  Clean and in any condition including:  torn, stained and frayed.  Let’s keep these items out 

of the landfill!  The unsaleable items are repurposed and or recycled. 

 

 Kate has attached the plans sent to the United Church Earth Stewards which shows what the money raised 

from our Tree Party will do, thanks to the many generous donations we have received. 

Kate encourages everyone to take a walk at Willband Creek to see the trees.  Planting should be in 

October.  Due to Covid, it will be done by the city of Abbotsford. 



A message from our friend Myrna Matthews 

 

Hi, I’m moving to Vernon, BC this week.  I want to thank the  congregation for accepting me into the 

fold.  I will be contacting the church in Vernon and hope to receive the same warm, wonderful welcome  

If any of you are in Vernon, please contact me.  I will be living at Carrington Place, which is 

downtown.  Myrna MacGregor has my address and phone number.  

 

A message from Jeanette    
 
Hi Everyone!  I just wanted to thank you for your contributions to our announcements.  I know 
everyone really enjoys them!  Please, if you have anything you would like to contribute either 
email me or phone me at the office if you are uncomfortable on the computer.  Enquiring 
minds want to know everything that is happening in your world right now!  If you know of 
anyone that is not receiving this bulletin please let me know and I will make sure they do. If 
there is something you would like included but do not see on here please let me know that 
too! Have a great day everyone! 



Minister's Message 

 

You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in their lawsuits. Keep far from a false charge, and 
do not kill the innocent and those in the right, for I will not acquit the guilty. You shall take no bribe, for 
a bribe blinds the officials, and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. 
You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land 
of Egypt. 
For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield; 1but the seventh year you shall let it rest 
and lie fallow, so that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the wild animals may eat. 
You shall do the same with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard. 
 

- Leviticus 23:6-10 

Siblings in Christ, 

Soon it will be Thanksgiving Sunday. For centuries European Christians and their neighbours and 
descendants have celebrated God's bounty given from the land. This is in keeping with the practices 
of our ancestors in faith, which we will hear about in our scripture readings on the day. They were 
commanded to offer the first fruits of the harvest to God as evidence and thanksgiving of God's 
faithfulness to the promise of a fruitful land to call their own. 

As we see in the passage above, this grateful memory was at the heart of the biblical tradition of 
justice through empathic understanding. As you were oppressed, so others are oppressed; as you 
were homeless, so others are homeless; as the bounty of the land is yours, so it theirs, because 
ultimately you, the land, and those in need all belong to God. 

How fitting, therefore, that the United Church and others of faith are active in advocating for a 
Universal Basic Income: a basic amount paid to every Canadian to keep them out of poverty, is 
simple to administer compared to complex and patchwork benefits and subsidies for this and that, 
and can be taxed back from those too rich to be in need of it. I encourage you to join in this advocacy. 
Resources are available from me or the United Church website. 

Is this political? Is it Christian to be political? Is the Bible political? Of course it is. The Exodus is the 
foundational story of the Jewish faith and part of our inheritance. Let us embrace gratitude and be led 
to justice. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Tim 
 


